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Contestants in the Winter Carnival Queen contest are: 


prpdings from left, Susan Healy, 
a 


Weber, 


Grace Sour, Stefanie 


ren Rawling, Tanya Wi dman, Nicole Blake and 


Amy Gleason; seated, from left, Ellen Hayes, Stacylynn 


Winter Carnival Queen 


PITTSFIELD Nine young 
women will be vying for the title 
of Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
Queen when the contest begins 
tonight. 


The contest is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation and is part of the 
46th annual Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival. 

The Queen’s Committee will 
host a dinner at Giovanni’s Ris- 
torante for the contestants and 
their mothers, at which time the 
contestants will be issued Winter 
Carnival buttons that will be sold 
for 50 cents. It is the only fund- 
raiser the Winter Sports Commit- 
tee will have this season. 


Button sales 


To be eligible for the judging 
for the queen and lady-in-waiting, 
each contestant must sell a min- 
imum of 1,000 Winter Carnival 
buttons. 

Judging will be on Friday, Feb. 
8, prior to the Winter Carnival 
Ball, which will be held at Itam 
Lodge. 

The queen and lady-in-waiting 
will be selected by a panel of 
three judges based on poise, ap- 
pearance, personality, expression 
and understanding of the Winter 
Carnival activities. 

The young woman selling the 
most Winter Carnival buttons will 
receive a special award. 

The queen and lady-in-waiting 
will receive special awards in 
addition to the gifts donated by 
local merchants and banks and 
from purchases. made by the 
Winter Sports Committee. The 
contestants will choose a Miss 
- Congeniality, who will receive an 
¥¢ eppropriate remembrance, ac- 


2 Pamela Delmolino, 


itest. chairman. This 


year’s. button design was done by 
Laurie Angelin-Yurko of Yurko 
\ Design. 
This year’s contestants are: 
> Nicole A, Blake, 17, daughter 
“Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Blake of 7 


pasre 


Grant St., is a senior at Taconic 
High School; where she is captain 
of the varsity cheerleading squad. 
She is vice president of her class 
and a member of the pep club, 
prom and dance committees. She 
would like to attend college for a 
degree in interior decorating and 
business management. She is 
employed by the County Seat at 
the Berkshire Mall, and is being 
sponsored by Pyramid Mold of 
Pittsfield. 
> Amy M. Gleason, 17, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Gleason of 18 Roanoke. St., 
Lanesboro, is a senior at Mount 
Greylock Regional High School. 
She is secretary of her chapter’s 
Students Against Drunk Drivers 
and enjoys softball and. cross 
country skiing. She is involved in 
Girl Scouting and has obtained 
the Silver Award in Scouting and 
is working toward her Gold 
Award. She is being sponsored by 
Chase Ballou; where ‘she is em- 
ployed. 
> Ellen M. Hayes, 17, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hayes of 
73 Holmes Road, is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School, where she 
is on the prom committee and 
writes for. the school newspaper. 
She enjoys theater, writing and 
fashion modeling, and is  presi- 
dent of Jobs for Baystate Gradu- 
ates. She is assistant drama 
teacher at Girls Inc., and hopes.to 
pursue a career in advertising 
and acting. She is employed by 
the A&P. 
> Susan M. Healy, 18, daughter 
of John Healy of 102 Boylston St. 
Extension and Maryann Milesi of 
Savoy, is a 1990 graduate of Tac- 
onic High School, where she was 
a cheerleader and a member of 
the pep club, Students Against 
rs, prom and dance 
ak Daan e Peer Resource 
Tear Her hOBbEES inelude ice 
skating, gymnastics, tennis, soft- 
ball and racquetball. She attends 
Berkshire Community College, 
where she is studying pediatric 
nursing. She hopes to become a 


j 


Icard, who was 1990 lady. 
was 1990 queen, and Bet 
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in-waiting, Shelley Wandrei, who 
an Icard. Th 

contestants this year. The contest 
evening with a dinner at Giovanni’s Ristorante. _ 


e 1990 winners are not 
gets under way this 


AL 


contest starts tonight 


pediatrician, She is employed by 
Bradlees as a supervisor. : 

> Bethan L. Icard, 18, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Icard of 
Berkshire (Mass.), is a senior at 
Mount Greylock Regional High 
School. At school she is co- 
captain of the cheerleading squad 
and softball team. She enjoys 
singing, horseback riding, playing 
the piano and writing. She has 
been accepted by McCann Tech 
in the cosmetology course and 


intends to own her own hair sa- ‘ 


lon someday. She is employed by 
the County Seat at the Berkshire 
Mall. 

» Karen E, Rawling, 18, is the 
daughter of Judith Rawling of 37 
Henry Ave. and David J. Rawling 
of Iowa. She is a 1990 graduate of 
Taconic High School. She enjoys 
stock car racing, snowmobiling 
and cooking. She will attend 
school in the spring in the visual 
arts program and hopes to be- 
come. an interior designer. She is 
being sponsored by The Berk- 
shire Gas Co., where she is em- 
ployed as a drafter, doing layouts 
for main installation meter sets. 

> Grace G. Sour, 18, is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Sour of 312 Walnut St., North 
Adams. She enjoys: listening to 
music, swimming and dancing, 
and was’ a member of the Meth- 


odist Church choir. She hopes to 


attend college and become a so- 
cial worker, She is employed by 
Dunkin’ Donuts, which is also her 
sponsor. 

Stefanie L. Weber, 17, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Weber of 4 Marian Ave., is a sen- 
ior at Pittsfield High School, 
where she is captain of the var- 
sity cheerleading squad. She was 
on the prom committee and-is a 
volunteer for the Special Olym- 
pics. She was a contestant for the 
Berkshire Young Women of the 
Year program. She enjoys read- 
ing, writing and dancing. She 
would like to attend college for 
nursing. She is employed by 
Hair’s Lookin’ at You. 

> Tanya M. Wildman, 19, 
granddaughter of Theresa Ger- 
waski, her legal guardian, and 
daughter of Sandra Wildman of 
West Dennis and Thomas: Wild- 
man of Brewster, N.Y., is a 1989 
graduate of the cosmetology pro- 
gram at Pittsfield’ High School 
and a former member of the 
Cosmetology Association. Her 
hobbies. include dancing and 
swimming, and she is' a member 
of the Polish Faleon Dance and 
Drill Team, She would like to 
attend eollege for business man- 
agement and hopes someday to 
own her own business,. She is 


employed by Dunkin’ Donuts, 


which is also her sponsor. 
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Carl Winters. of Pittsfield poses with what he believes to be the largest tiger muskie ever caught 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


by ice fishing. 


A big fish that didn’t get away 


By Grier Horner 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Carl Winters knew he 
had a big one as soon as he started hauling 
in on the line. It had weight and it had 
fight. 

“They fight good,” he said. “You got to 
play them out. But he swallowed the hook 
way down in his stomach and. he couldn’t 
shake it.” 


Winters didn’t have a gaff to pull the fish 
through the hole in the ice on Pontoosuc 
Lake, so he reached:in with his bare hand. 
The steel leader on the line cut into his 
flesh. But Winters isn’t complaining. 


He thinks the 16-pound, 8-ounce tiger 
muskie, all 41 inches of it, is the largest 
anyone has ‘ever’ pulled) from an ice- 
covered lake. Winters should know. He 
already holds the world record and*is con- 


fident that yesterday’s catch will be ac- 
cepted as the new standard. 

The 15-pound, 7-ounce tiger muskie he 
pulled from:Pontoosuc in 1988 is currently 
listed as the world record holder by the 
National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of’ 
Fame in Hayward, Wis. 

Winters, who lives on Brown Street, took 
the record that year from Joseph J. 
Schneider of Adams, who took it from Mark 
Germanowski of Pittsfield, who took it from 
Debbie Keuppers of Lanesboro. All had 
taken their monster fish from Pontoosuc. 

Henry €., Mace of the Onota Boat Livery 
weighed the tiger muskie. Mace’s is an 
official: weighing station. Today Winters 
will take his prize catch to the state Divi- 
sion of Fisheries and Wildlife on Hubbard 
Avenue to have it certified. 

Then he'll take it to Richard LaBlue, an 
Adams taxidermist, for mounting. LaBlue 


has mounted’all but one of the record- 
setting tiger muskies from Pontoosuc. 

“Ym going to give him this one,’ Winters 
said. “All I want is the record — and the 
meat.” 

How does this kind of fish, a sterile 
hybrid, taste? 

“Oh, it’s beautiful,” Winters said. “Peo- 
ple say they’re bony. But you just gotta 
know how to fillet them.” 

He learned how to do that from an old 
Canadian in Quebec, he said. “I’m French- 
Canadian and Irish.” 


Winters was fishing 200 yards offshore 
from Mrs. Murphy’s restaurant. The tiger 
muskies in the lake get big. as 

“But you don’t see many taken out of the 
lake,’ Winters said. : 

. His last one-was the monster he caught 
two years ago. It was worth fhe wait. 
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Along for the ride 


Janice Clemons of Pittsfield pulls her son. David: &. acracs 4 cnaw-_navarad Clann Dans 
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Craig F, Walker / Berkshire Eagle Stati 
Net-minder’s husky helper 


ifr [. 
Five-year-old Andrew Walker got a little help from his neighbors’ dog, Sarge, a 14-week-old 
| American Eskimo husky, while tending: goal at Spring 


side Park. The boy was playing 
hockey with his father, James, and neighbor Thomas Curry. 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Piled high, this group of Pittfield youngsters enjoys bottom, : : e 
a trip down the hill at Clapp Park. From top: Brad storm that began Friday evening brought only 4.8) 
Ghava @ Taff Quinta 7 Tason Stewart. 12. and at the . ci 


Ben Quinto, 11, and Scott Shove, 11. Th 


inches of snow, less than predicte 1 


ah ‘© ee 





Here’s how 
Kevin Clark and daughter, Vanessa, 4, try fishing through the ice of Pontoosuc Lake. 


Winter Carnival Family Day 
will be held February 2 — 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee’s an- 
nual Family Day will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 2; from 7 to 4 at 
Burbank Park on Onota Lake. 

The Frank Controy Pavilion 
will serve as headquarters for the 
Winter Carnival event which 
draws hundreds of participants 
‘every year. Kathy Pezze is the 
event chairman. 

From 7 to 11 a.m., there will be 
registration for the Ice Fishing 
Derby, with the derby taking 
place from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prizes 
will be awarded in various cate- 
gories. All fish must be checked 
in by 2:30 p.m., according to 
Thomas Angelini, derby chair- 
man. There will be a $1 entry fee 
for adults but no fee for children. 

Skating races will begin at 1 
p.m., with registration from 11 
am. to 12:30 p.m. Carl Peaslee 
will serve. as chairman of the 
Skating events. Sliding races will 
begin at 2 pm., with Shirley 
Riddle as chairman. 

Age groups for the two events 
will be. 11 and 12, 8 to 10, 6 and.7 
and under 6. In the under-6 sled 
races, children must be accom- 
panied by a parent. Registration 
will be from 11am. to 12:30 p.m. 


Golf.on ice 


There is no charge for the sled 
and skating races. Entry blanks 
are available at the Department 
of Parks and Recreation Office, 
874 North Street, and will be 
-available at the Controy Pavilion. 
Ribbons and. trophies will be 


awarded in each division. 

At 1 p.m.,.a Golf on Ice Tour- 
nament will begin with Herbert 
“Spike” Jones in charge. Regis- 


tration for the 9-hole event will — 
take place on the lake in the 


vicinity of the pavilion, with a $1 
entry fee for all adults. Golf balls 


will be furnished and prizes will _ 


be awarded. Participants should 
bring their own golf clubs. : 

A snow-sculpturing contest for 
families and organizations, with 
cash prizes, will begin at 10 a.m. 


This event will be under the di- 


rection of Gail Garner. io 
Berkshire Community College’s 
hotel management students will 


do: an ice sculpture demonstra- 
tion during the day. 


In addition to the competitive 
activities there will be free bal- 
loons, sleigh rides, and hot air 
balloon rides. All children en- 
tered in the various activities will 
receive a free hot dog and hot 
chocolate. 

Refreshments will be available. 
The food kitchen will be under 
the direction of Patricia Peaslee. 

The Pittsfield Fire Department 
will have a fire truck on hand for 
children. Access to the event will 


be made via the Lakeway Drive. 


entrance to Burbank Park off 
Valentine Road. 


The Family Day activities are 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Win- 
ter Sports Committee, Ine., of the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 


_ation as part of its 46th Annual 
‘Winter Carnival. = |) @) 4p 
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Kyle Adriance, 9, and Todd Adriance, 10, take ad- 
vantage of a snowless basketball court at Clapp Park 
in Pittsfield yesterday afternoon. 


When it comes to Bide 
we have plenty of nothing 


PITTSFIELD — A mixture of snow and rain produced .a 
slight accumulation in the Berkshires on Saturday night, but 
the dusting did little to alter this winter’s pace of snowfall: It’s 
approaching a record low. 

The two-tenths of an inch that fell Saturday brought the 
winter’s snow total to 8.2 inches, Kagle meteorologist George J. 
Bulgarelli reported yesterday. 

That is ahead of only the record-low 6.6 inches of snow that 
had fallen by the end of January in the winter of 1979-80, and 
Just over half of the 15-inch figure Bulgarelli’ said’ would 
constitute the average for this time of the year. 

“There is a chance for an easy touch — nothing heavy — on 
Wednesday, and the possibility of a mix or snow or rain on 
Friday,” he said. “But neither of those shape up as a major * 
storm at this point. That, means we will likely be into the 
middle of January with very little accumulation.” 

The Berkshires’ slowest snow season in 50 years of record- 
keeping. was 1988-89: with 31.4 inches, of which 11.5 inches had 
fallen by the:endiof January. In 1941-42; there were 35.4 inches, 
8.7 inches bythe end of this month. 

By contrast, there were 129.4 inches — or 1034 feet — of 
snow in 1970-71, and 46 inches of that had fallen py at end of 
January, Bulgarelli said. 
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CitySkiMeet , j/ae/q, 
fhe annual Pittsfield City Ski Meet attracted 34 youn 
ikiers yesterday to Bousquet. In top photo, a group o 
acers wait for instructions at the top of the course. 

Above, Erin Lang, 10, of Pittsfield makes her way down 
he giant slalom en route to a third-place finish in her 

division. At right, 3-year-old Jodi Dias of Lanesboro 

aits for the go-ahead from the starter, while her father, 
ott, steadies her at the starting gate. Story, other photo 


yn Page C2. : 





Derrick Jones, 10, of 
for Christmas on a Ss 


Anes ti 


Jamie Manzolini, 


age 8-10 group. 


9, of Pittsfield, finds comfort in the sno 
runs during yesterday’s Pittsfield City Ski Meet at Bousque 


" Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


nl. 


w while taking a rest between 


t. He was second } the boys’ 


Pligavko paces City Ski Meet 


City Carnival event at Bousquet attracts 34 youngsters 


PITTSFIELD — Catherine 
Pligavko of Pittsfield posted the 


fastest time in yesterday’s annual - 


Pittsfield City Ski Meet, which 
attracted 34 competitors to Bous- 
quet Ski Area, 


Pligavko, from 19 South Moun- 
tain Road, finished the giant sla- 
lom run in 31.40 seconds to win 
the trained girls’ age 8-10 divi- 
sion. 

The competition for young ski- 
ers from Pittsfield and surround- 
ing communities featured sepa- 


Afternoon interlude 


Pittsfield, tries out the skates he got 
heltered part of Onota lake between 


rate categories for trained and 
untrained racers, with age divi- 
sions under-7, 8-10 and 11-13. The 
best time of two runs determined 
the winners. 

The event was sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. . ‘ 

Top finishers are as follows: 


Untrained Girls 
Age 7-under: 1. Sarah Cave, Pittsfield, 39.29; 2. Jodi 
Dias, Lanesboro, 1:26.38. 
8-10: 1. Ericka Olson, Pittsfield, 34.28; 2. Emily Nieb- 
auer, Pittsfield, 35.68; 3. Erin Lang, Pittsfield, 36,27. 
41-13: 1, Jaclyn Woltkowski, Pittsfield, 34.99; 2. Becky 


Thomas Island and shore. he 
_ most lakes in the county are stil 


Manzolini, Richmond, 35.24, 
Trained Girls 
8-10: 1. Catherine Pligavko, Pittsfield, 31.40; 2. Dasen 
Woitkowski, Pittsfield, 32.57; 3. Katie Cella, Pittsfield, 


35.73. 
"11-13: 1, Danielle Draudt, Pittsfield, 34.79. 


_ Untrained Boys 4 
T-under: 1. Ryan Lamont, Richmond, 34.97; 2. Craig 
LeDuc, Pittsfield, 35.98; 3. Peter Zanconato, Pittsfield, 


38.22. ’ 
8-10: 1. Jeff LeDuc, Pittsfield, 33.11; 2, Jamie Manzolini, 
Richmond, 33.94; 3. Eric Latimer Ill, Richmond, 34.31. 
41-13: 1. Matthew Florczyk, Pittsfield, 34.90; 2. Brend- 
ham McDevitt, Pittsfield, 36.09. 


‘ Trained Boys 4 
8-10: 1. Patrick Dwyer, Pittsfield, 31.99; 2. Philip Collins, 
Pittsfield, 32.02; 3. Trip Cave, Pittsfield, 32.55. 
41-13: 1. Ben Cella, Pittsfield, 32.68; 2. Patrick Collins, 
Pittsfield, 34.22. 
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ite a couple of cold days, 


not safe for skating. 





See a vel 





Parks and Recreation basketball 


The Blue team defeated the Green team 44-29 in Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation coed basketball action. Mark Symanski led the Blue with 12 
points while Jim Telladira led the Green with 10 points. 

The Red team defeated the Purple team 53-46. Mark Carey had 12 
if points for the winners, and Bill Baumann 16 for Purple. : 

: The Blue and Red teams lead the league after six weeks of play with 


Recreation coed basketball ’ — disedel 


Steve Wall scored 17 points and Mark Symanski 14 as the Blue team 
beat the Purple team 69-44, and Janice Farrell scored 12 to lead the 
Green to a 40-37 win over the Yellow in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation coed basketball league. Bob O’Neil scored 17 for Yellow. 

4210 


MEETING; Pittsfleld Winter Sports Commi- 
tee Inc, of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, plans for annual queen's contest 


and family day will be discussed, Springsi 
House, 874 North St., Pittsfield, 7:30, dde) 


Winter Carnival schedule given 
Fe PTSFI The Pi i ittee Inc. of the } 
‘SFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Sports Commi 
phenee of Parks and Recreation has announced the schedule of 5 
" events for the 46th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival, according to 
naid Przedpelski, committee chairman. ae 
ee hers contest, including the sale of Winter cau 
buttons, are under way and will end on Monday, Feb. 4. Pamela M. 
molino is serving as chairman. : 
Oe City Ski Meet will be held Saturday at the Bousquet Ski’ Area at 
m. with David-J. Melle as chairman. — ae 
pee races, under the chairmanship of Przedpelski, will be held 
on Sunday, Jan. 97, at Osceola Park beginning at noon. 


Pittsfield toboggan races scheduled 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee has announced that tobog- | 
-'gan races are scheduled for Osceola Park on Sunday’s. The races will” 
begin at noon and run until 3 p.m. and are open to residents of 
Pittsfield and adjoining towns. ey 
The races will consist of two, three and four-person toboggans and i j ae 
racers may enter in more than one category. Trophies will be awarded Kathy Pezze will serve as chairman of aie: won Bi iat 
to the first three finishers in dae ee 8 a: aan aie a bel held on Saturday, Feb. 2,beginning at noon, a > 

Only U-shaped toboggans will be permittea and to oggans wi | Lake. ; 
available for loan. A short instruction clinic will be held before the Onota Lake will be the =i of the Motor Sports Ice Trials on Feb. 9, 
races begin. g 16 and 17. Clark Nichols is chairman. 

Entry forms are available at the Dept. of Parks and Recreatio: The gueen’s Coronation Ball will be held Sunday, Feb. 17, at the 
office and will be available on Sunday at the park between 11 a.m. and Veterans Memorial Skating Rink in North pane eae 
noon. Applicants under 18 must have a parental signature on the entry) Additional information may be obtained by ca ee aes ae 
blank. There will be no charge for this event. ia 1] q I of Parks and Recreation office or from any of the event cha . 
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‘Speed skaters shine at Lake Placid 


Several members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club finished 
among the leaders in the Eastern Seaboard Long Track Speed Skating 
Championships last weekend at Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Skating in her first metric competition, which is open to all skaters 
from the junior class up, Mary Lou DiNicola finished second overall 
with 225.881 points. 

Karl Franz was second overall in the senior men’s B class after 
placing first in the 800 and 1,500 meters and fourth in the 1,000. Bob 
Morrow was fourth in the same division with a second in the 500, third 
in the 1,500 and fourths in the 800 and 3,000. 

_ Bill Farry was third in the masters men’s division with thirds in the 
500, 800, 1,000 and 1,500 and fourth in the 3,000, 


Alex Goguen was second overall in the grand master division after - 


i, placing first in the 1,500 and second in the 500, 800 and 1,000. ] ji a i Gi 


Recreation coed basketball 


Janice Farrell scored 18 points as the Green team beat the Purple 
41-39 in the Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation Coed 
Basketball League. Chris Winston scored 11 for Purple. 

Bob O’Neil and Perry Williams scored 23 points each ag Yellow won 
58-52 over Red, which got 18 from Kevin Downer. / } g ) Gg i 
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Chairman is named 
for carnival queen ball 


PITTSFIELD — Sheryl Garner- 
Gorton has been named chairman 
of the annual Winter Carnival 
Queen’s Coronation Ball to be 
held Friday, Feb. 8 at the Itam 
Lodge. 

The ball is the culmination of 
the Queen’s Contest, sponsored 
by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 

Contestants who have sold their 
quota of 1,000 Winter Carnival 
buttons during the three weeks of 
sales will be judged by a panel of 
three judges for queen and lady- 
in-waiting. 

Tickets are available from 
Garner-Gorton through the De- 


’ partment of Parks and Recreation 


office at 874 North St. or by call- 
ing 499-9343 between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

f, ole 


Pittsfield man 
suilty of rape 


PITTSFIELD — A 26-year-old 
Pittsfield man was found guilty 
yesterday afternoon in Berkshire 
Superior Court of sexually as- 
saulting a 6-year-old girl at 


Springside Park. 
he jury deliberated approxi- 


mately two hours before return- 
ing a guilty verdict against John 
King on one count of rape and 
abuse of a child without force. 

King, who lived on Broad Street 
at the time of the offense, was 
found not guilty of a count of 
open and gross lewdness. 

The incident occurred Aug. 4, 
1988, according to local police. 

Judge Charles R. Alberti or- 
dered King held without bail and 
continued the case fo eed 
for sentencing. ta aH 4 





Mixed bowling league scheduled 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation will sponsor’ an 
adult mixed tenpin bowling league Thursday evenings at 8, beginning 
Feb. 7. The season will last until April 11. 

Adults may sign up individually or in four-person teams. The first 24 
to sign will be in the league. The cost is $6 per person.per night, which 
covers alley fees and awards. 

More information may be obtained from the hy Department. 

/ 
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City toboggan races ostponcdee rs 7 


‘The toboggan races sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee, originally scheduled for Sunday at Osceola Park, have 


been postponed to Feb. 10 because of the lack of snow. 


a? 


Winter Sports ski race scheduled if, 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee’s annual city ski meet will 
be held Jan. 19, at the Bousquet Ski Area, beginning at 10 a.m. 

The race will consist of an easy giant slalom and is open to boys and 
girls up_to and including age 13. Trophies will be awarded to the top 
three finishers for trained and untrained racers. There are boys and 
girls divisions in age 7 and under, 8-10 and 11-13 age groups. 

Entry forms are available at the Pittsfield Department of Parks and 
Recreation office, 874 North Street, or at Bousquet. For more infor- 
mation, contact chairman David J. Melle, 63 Gale Ave., Pittsfield. 
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No bonfire planned 
for Christmas trees 


PITTSFIELD — Residents are 
asked to bring discarded Christ- 
mas trees to the Vicon plant or to 
leave trees at the curbside for 
trash pickup. 

Fire Chief Gerald Keehnle said 
there will be no bonfire at Wah- 
conah Park this year, although 20 
trees were dumped there. The 
chief cautioned that the trees 
should be put at the curbside on 
the day of trash pickup and 
should. not be left on porches or 


near houses. i fal U 





Winter Family Day rescheduled : eee “¢ 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee’ i 7 4} 
Day, the Winter Carnival event that ed pee oe ee Recreation coed basketball a i 
weekend, will be held Saturday at Burbank Park, Onota Lake. 

Various winter sport events will be conducted, and free hot-air 
balloon and sleigh rides will be available. Additional information may 


be obtained by calling the Department of Parks and Recreation, said 
Kathy Pezze, event chairman. * & 


e, 
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Bev Ameen scored 15‘points’as the Blue team took over first place in 
the Recreation Coed Basketball League with a 49-44 win over the Red 
team. Kevin Downer scored 15 for the Red. Also, Yellow won by forfeit 
over the Purple. 


Winter Carnival ice trials 


Bernie Malumphy of Richmond and Wilson Wright Jr. of Stockbridge 
posted the fastest times in last weekend’s automobile ice trials at 
Onota Lake. The event, sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee, attracted 33 competitors Saturday and 26 Sunday. 

Saturday, Malumphy averaged 44.54 mph, driving a VW-based dune 
buggy around the 1.3-mile course in 1 minute, 45.07 seconds. Wright, 
also in a VW-based dune buggy, averaged 45.61 Sunday when he 
completed the course in 1:42.63. 

Class winners each day are as follows: 


SATURDAY 
Green Machine — Stephen Fuller, Chicopee, 2:11.22; Rear engine, rear drive, studded — Mark Formel, Great 
Barrington, 2:22.81; Four-wheel drive unstudded — Ed Fawcett, Pittsfield, 2:53.43; Front-wheel drive studded — Wilson 
Wright Jr., Stockbridge, 2:04.66; Front-wheel drive unstudded — Luke Berg, Pittsfield, 3:15.28; Front engine, rear drive, 
unstudded — James Trumps, West Stockbridge, 2:56.63. 


SUNDAY 

Green Machine — Wright, 2:03.40; Rear engine, rear drive, studded — Gene Allen, South Egremont, 1:59.26; Front 

engine, rear drive Opel, unstudded — Allen, 2:04.76; Studded Chevrolet Impala — John Fairweather, Pittsfield, 2:46.94; 
Front engine, rear drive, unstudded — Formel, 2:53.09.  - ; 


oa 


Onota Lake ice trials to try again 


The Pittsfield Winter Carnival automobile ice trials, postponed 
because of poor ice conditions last week, have been rescheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday at Onota Lake. 

The competition, hosted by the Berkshire Motor Sports Club and 
Mohawk-Hudson Region of the Sports Car Club of America, begins 
both mornings with registration at 9:30 at Controy Pavilion at Burbank 
Park. Timed runs will begin at 11. 

A test of driving skills on ice, the competition is open to all types of 
vehicles. Cars run one at a time on a winding course about a mile long. 
Trophies will be awarded to the top third of several classes. Use of 
helmets and seat belts is required. 

If weather conditions are questionable, competitors should check 


with race chairman Clark Nicholls in Lee (243-3433). gage 19 


Pittsfield coed basketball league 


Myron Ritrosky’s 29 points led the Yellow team to a 63-51 win over 
the Red team, as Yellow and Blue finished the Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation’s coed basketball league season in a first-place tie. Mark 
Carey led the Red with 20 points. 

Blue downed Purple 60-38, as Bev Ameen led the Blue with 16 points. 

Green team member Janice Farrell scored 30 points, but it wasn’t 
enough, as the Yellow team won its second game of the night, beating 
the Green 60-56. Ritrosky had 18 points for the Yellow. 

Green rallied to defeat Purple 52-39, as Rob Sisco and Jim Telladira 
each scored 17 points. Kevin Jordan had 17 for Purple. 

Red and Green finished in a third-place tie. The playoffs will be 
Sunday. Sia? | Q 


Pittsfield speed skating results.a)) » 


: 


Kate Farry, skating for the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Speed 
Skating Club, won three events in the Pony Division.at the Syracuse 
(N.Y.) Short Track Speed Skating Championships. Farry won the 222-, 
333- and 444-meter events. 

Bill Farry, Kate’s uncle, placed second overall in the Masters Men 
class by scoring a win in the 1,000, placing second in the 500 and 1,500, 
and taking third in the 3,000. Farry missed the overall title by one 
point. 

Abby Kingman finished third in the Senior Woman A 3,000. 


Local speed skaters win 3 titles 5) 


i; Three members of the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Speed Skat- 
ing Club captured their classes in the club’s annual indoor meet 
Sunday at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Rink in North Adams. 

Robert Morrow won the senior men’s B division, Abbey Kingman the 
senior women’s B division and Kate Farry the pony girls’ division. 

The meet attracted skaters from throughout New England, New 
York state and Maryland. 

Several individual categories were omitted from the race results 
published in yesterday’s Eagle and canbe found today on the 
Scoreboard, Page D2. ‘ 


Speed skating championships Sunday 


The 26th annual Pittsfield Short Track Speed Skating Champion- 


ships have been scheduled Sunday at the Vietnam Veterans Skating 


Rink in North Adams. The races are scheduled to begin at noon. The 
event is part of the 46th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 

Some 100 skaters from throughout the Northeast will compete, 
including 27 members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club. 
Novice races featuring skaters from Pittsfield and the New York cities 


of Saratoga, Albany and Syracuse will also be held. sil wel 


Winter Carnival ice trials called. off 


The automobile ice trials scheduled tomorrow at Onota Lake’ 

: i ake’ as part 
of the Pittsfield Winter Carnival have been canceled because ead 
warm weather have undermined the ice conditions. : 


Weather permitting, the ice trials will be held at the lake Feb. 15 * 


and 16. fs A, 
iS 9) 


—— 
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Ice trials at Onota Lake Saranday 


PITTSFIELD = Automobiles are scheduled to dot Onota Lake on 

’ Saturday as the Pittsfield. Winter Sports Committee Inc. sponsors the 

31st annual ice trials as part of Pittsfield’s 46th annual Winter 

Carnival. The event is held in cooperation with the Mohawk-Hudson 

so ah of the Sports Car Club of America and Berkshire Motor Sports 
ub. 


Because of recent warm weather that has caused ice conditions to 
change rapidly, competitors should check with event chairman Clark 


Ween (243-3433) of Lee if there is any doubt the event will be 
eld. é 


“The competition, open to all types of automobiles, starts Saturday 
morning with registration at 9:30 a.m. at the Controy Pavilion at 
Burbank Park, Onota Lake. Timed runs will begin at 11 a.m. with 
drive-arounds for course familiarization at 10. 

The event is a test of driving skills on ice, and since each car runs 
separately, there is no danger of collision, according to the committee. 
The winding course is approximately one mile long. 

Trophies will be awarded for the top third of each class. The 
breakdown of classes is as follows, with each. class duplicated for 
studded tires: Front engine with rear wheel drive; front engine with 
front wheel drive; rear engine with rear wheel drive; four wheel drive 
and other specialized vehicles. ‘ 


Helmets must be worn and seat belts used. The entry fee is $10. 


Additional ice trials events are scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 16, and 
Sunday, Feb. 17. 


SPST . Unusual waratth melts 
Carnival Family Day Onota’s Family Day 


i 


is postponed for week _ PITTSFIELD — Family Day, 


heduled for tomorrow at Bur- 
PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield ape | 
Winter. Carnival’s «Family Day, bank Park, Onota Lake; has been 


. Jed for the season because 
which was scheduled for tomor- panes 
row, has been’ “postponed one of unseasonably warm weather. 


The event is sponsored by the 
week because of lack of snow. . . F 
The .fopular. andual events Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 


: tee Inc: 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Win- ( 
er Sports Commites’s Will "Be The toboggan races scheduled 


for Sunday at Osceola Park also 
cs ae te 4 at ee Park have been postponed. If there is a 


significant snowfall sometime 
during February, they will be re- 
scheduled, the committee said. 


—————— 


Speed Skating Results _ - 


Results from the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Speed Skating Club race in North 

Adams Sunday, information omitted from yesterday's Eagle: 
CLASS WINNERS 

Senior Men “A”; 1. Paul Marchese, W. Coxsackie, N.Y.; 2) Todd Porter, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y,; 3. Jason Talbot, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; Dan Wood, Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Senior. Men “B": 1. Robert Morrow, Pittsfield; 2. John Miraglia, Pittsfield} 3. Harry 
Zaverdas, Whitestone, N.Y. 

Master Men: 1. Bob Finkel, Englewood, N.; 2, Chris Malek, Lake Peekskill, N.Y.;, 3. 
Bob Fisher, Newark, NJ. 

Grand Master Men: 1, Juan Williams, Bronx, N.Y.; 2. Clarence DeRosier, Spender; 3. 
Jack McMahon, Winthrop, 

Junlor Boys: 1. Adam Simolo, Syracuse, N.Y. 

Juventle Boys: 1. Brad Campbell, Saratoga Springs, ‘N.Y,; 2¢deb Gorham, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y.; 3. Michael Gallant, Saugus. 

Midget Boys: 1. Michael Tamburtino, Saratoga Springs; N.Y.; 2. lan Baranski, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y.; 3. Patrick Miller, Towson, Md. ‘ 
Pony Boys: 1. Peter Northup; Newton; 2, James Cooley, Greenfield Center, NYG 3. 

Michael Clever, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

PeeWee Boys: 1. Edmund Lang, Arlington; 2. Jonathan: Yeminy, Manlius, N.Y. 3. 
Matthew Drummond, Bronx, ‘N.Y. 

Senior Women: A; 1. Sarah» Fitzpatrick, Munnsville, N.Y.) 2. Mary Brophy, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y,;3. Jody Kosinski, Newton; 4. Jessica Riley, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Senior Women B:; 1. Abbey Kingman, Pittsfield) 2. Linda Bruce-Marsh, Boston; 3. 
Rosemary Greenslade, Burlington, Vt! 

‘Master Women: 1. Suzanne Kondra, Syracuse, N.Y.) 2: Marie Salemi, Billerica. 

Juntor Girls: 1. Marie Bullamore, Baltimore, Md. 

Juvenile Girls: 1, Erin Porter, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; 2. Aimee Crocker, Pittsfield. 

Midget Girls: 1. Meghan Everett, Ballston Spa, N.Y.; 2. Penelope Lang, Arlington; 3. 
Mary Parkman, Pittsfield. 

Pony Girls: 1, Kate Farry, Pittsfield; 1. Brigid Farrell, Saratoga Springs, NY; 2, Jennyne 
Tremblay, Pittsfield; 2. Stephanie Healey, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; 3. Jayne Koo, Eficott 
City, Md. 

ewes Girls: 1. Sarah Williams, Saratoga Springs, N.Y,; 2. Caitlin Everett, Saratoga, 
N.Y. 3. Nicole DeFoster, Syracuse, N.Y. 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS 

PeeWee Boys — 333: 1st — Edmund Lang, Arlington, 53,31; 2nd — Jonathan Yeminy, 
Manlius, N.Y. 3rd — Matthew Drummond, Bronx, NY, 

Master Men — 1500; ist — Bob Finkle, Englewood, N.J,, 3:06.11, 2nd — Bob Fisher, 
Newark, N.J.; 3rd — Chris Malek, Lake Peekskill, N.Y. 

PeeWee Girls — 333: 1st — Sarah Williams, Saratoga Springs, NiY., 58:23; 2nd — 
Caitlin Everett, Ballston’ Spa, N.Y.; 3rd — Nicole DeFoster, Skaanaeteles, N.Y. 

Senior Men B — 777: 1st — Bob Morrow, Pittsfield, 4:32.07; 2nd — Harry Zaversas, 
Whitestone, N.Y.; 3rd — Dave McNeil, Canton; 4th — John Miraglia, Pittsfield. 

Master Women — 1500: ist — Suzanne Kondra, Syracuse, N.Y,, 4:04.37; 2nd — Marie 
Salomi, Billerica. 

Senior Men B — 1000: ist — Bob Morrow, Pittsfield, 2:06.45; 2nd — John Miraglia, 
Pittsfield; 3rd — Harry Zaverdas, Whitestone, ‘N.Y. ie 

Novice — 222: 1st — Anthony Aiello; 2nd — Jeff Quinto; 3rd — Nicola Rlello. 

Novice — 111: 1st — Anthony Rlello, Pittsfield, 19:01; 2nd — Jeff Quinto, Pittsfield. 

Novice — 222: 1st — MarciPelchat, Chelmsford, 29:31; 2nd — Courtney Small; 3rd — 
Barbara Allen. 

Novice — 141: 1st — Marc Pelchat, Chelmsford, 15:33; 2nd — Barbara Allen; Srd — 
Courtney Small. 

Novice — 55: 1st — Myrna Gabbe} 3rd — Nicola Riello, Pittsfield; 4th — Anne Riello, 
Pittsfield. 

Novice — 55: 1st — Anthony Riello, Pittsfield; 2nd — Jeff Quinto, Pittsfield. 

Novice — 333: ist — Marc Pelchat, Chelmsford, 41.77; 2nd — Courney Small; 3rd — 
Barbara Allen. 





Susan ‘Healey of. 641 Lakeway 


Winter Carnival last night at the Coronation Ball at the Itam Lodge. 
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ueen of the 1991 


a $50 bond from the committee in 


addition to other gifts. She is a 
student at Taconie High School. 

Amy Gleason of 18 Roanoke St., 
Lanesboro, with a record of 1,502 
sales, was this year’s top seller of 
Winter Carnival buttons. She’ is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Gleason and was 
sponsored by Chase Ballou. Miss 
Gleason received a piece of lug- 
gage as her special gift for selling 

_ the most buttons. 

She is a student at Mount 
Greylock Regional High School 
and was escorted by Erick Ackley. 


Miss Congeniality 


rector . of skiing operations at 
Magic Mountain ski resort in 


. Londonderry, Vt., and Patrick J. 


Chosen Miss Congeniality was 


Bethan Icard, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Icard, Berkshire 
Village. She is a student at Mount 
Greylock Regional High School. 
She was escorted by Erick 
Boutin. 

A total of 9,097 Winter Carnival 
buttons were sold by the eight 
Queen contestants. The profit 
from the sale of buttons defrays 
the expenses of the Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival. 

All contestants received gifts 
donated by local merchants, 
banks and the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee. 

Judges for the queen contest 
were state Sen. Jane M. Swift of 
North Adams; Jeffrey Soules, di- 


sarbara Sage, a licensed 
ombe Nursing Home, ad 


ractical nurse at Edge- 
resses the crowd at the 


O’Connor, general manager of 
Magic Mountain. 


Dusan Healey 


v 


‘isqueen 
of Carnival, | 
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PITTSFIELD — Susan Healey of 641 
Lakeway Drive was crowned the 1991. 


Winter Carnival Queen at last night’s.: 
Coronation Ball. 


The event, held at the Sons of Italy > 
Itam Lodge, was sponsored by the Pitts- 
field Winter Sports Committee of the: 
Department of Parks and Recreation as + 
part of their 46th annual Winter Carni- 
val. 3 cies 

The 1990 Winter Carnival Queen;- 
Shelley Wandrei, crowned the new. 
queen. The 1991 queen is the daughter of 
John F. Healey. Her escort was Timothy 
Shaughnessy. Miss Healey wore a fuchia~ 
sequin-trimmed satin gown. She is a 
freshman at Berkshire Community Col-“ 
lege and will receive a $100 bond from 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
in addition to other gifts. donated by . 
local businesses, merchants and banks. ~’ 

Selected as lady-in-waiting was Nicole 
Blake of 7 Grant St, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Blake. She was” 
crowned by last year’s lady-in-waiting, 
Staceylynn Icard. She was wearing an_ 
ivory chiffon strapless gown and was 
escorted by Cedric Clarke. She received 
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Sunny sail 


Michael McInerney 
windy day and an icy 


it F ‘ Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Park Square rally. She said job cuts have occurred at 
nursing homes owned by. Berkshire Health Svstems. 


:\ 
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of Pittsfield used combination of a 
Pontoosuc Lake to take ride yesterday. 











Ronald Briqueler displays massive pike he pulled from Onota Lake Sunday. 


By Theodore Giddings 
Special to The Eagle 


PITTSFIELD — The biggest pike to come 
out of Onota Lake in 12 years was caught 
through the ice Sunday by Ronald Briqueler 








.of 24 Westchester Ave. during the sixth an- 


nual Jimmy Fund winter derby. 


Checked at Onota Boat Livery, an official’ 


state weighing station, by livery owner 
Thomas A. Dailey, it was 47 inches long, 2142 
inches around and weighed 29 pounds. It 
weighed 3 ounces less than the lunker taken 
Jan. 27, 1979, by. Edward Sagendorf of Pitts- 
field, which was a state record at the time. 
The current record-holder is Charles Puc- 


at 


Sportsman 


An environmentalist and sportsman, Conte, shown here’ on 
Onota Lake in 1989, said he was seldom happie¥ than when 


trout fishing or duck hunting. 


eld angler lands 


celli of Dudley, who hauled a 34-pound pike 
out of Long Pond in Sturbridge on Jan. 17, 
1987. 


Briqueler made his catch on a tip-up, 30- 
pound test Dacron line and No. 1 hook baited 


with a small sucker. 


“T had quite a tussle bringing her in,” he 
admitted. “Every time I got her near the hole, 


‘she saw the daylight or me and made another 


run. This happened four times before I was 
able to grab her under the gills with both 
hands and pull her out.” 


Although he has caught some large bass 
and pike up to 15’pounds, he said, “this was 


a: d 
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9-pound pike 


the most exciting fishing experience I’ve ever 
had.” © 

Briqueler said last night that he would 
have the fish, which he called the largest 
freshwater fish caught so far this year in the 
state, mounted ,at Greg Gillette’s Taxidermy 
in Lanesboro. 


For catching the largest fish in the derby, 
Briqueler was awarded a trophy, dinner for 
two at Giovanni’s Ristorante and other prizes. 
The pike has been entered in the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife’s sportfishing awards 


program. Last year, the winner for the spe- 
cies was Bill Donald of Pittsfield, with one 
scaling 23 pounds, 2 ounces, also out of Onota. 
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Tossing out the first pitch is the late Congressman Silvio O. Conte, i Bs 
hristen the Pittsfield Mets’ New York-Penn League season at Waneom 





Enjoyin 


s 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


their workout lap at the Pittsfield Boys DiNicola, club president Bill Farry, Bill Kelly, Ben 


and Girls Club are Pittsfield Parks and- Recreation *‘ Brown and Arthur Ruff. The club will host its 


Speed Skating Club members, from left, Mary Lou 


Skating 


for speed 


indoor championships today in North Adams. 


and fun 


After 30 years, Pittsfield Speed Skating Club thriving 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Bagle Staff 


The’ Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
Speed Skating Club has survived for 
about 50 years despite being a winter 
jeé sport that finds..itself annually 
catight between the gra¢efulness of fig- 
ure skating and the slam-bam excite- 
ment of hockey. 


Partof the recognition problem lies in 
the sport itself. The budding fan is usu- 
ally stuek in°a no-win situation. On the 
400-meter outside oval track there is 
plenty of opportunity for competitors to 
pass each other, thereby creating race 
excitement. But the weather conditions 
can often hinder spectator enjoyment. 
The inside 11l-meter oval is too small 
and too predictable — the skaters boxed 
into a narrow lane with little chance to 


improve their position in the race. 

And the club isn’t always sure what its 
objectives are. It likes to have members, 
but not so many that it becomes finan- 
cially uncomfortable. The squad also 
craves recognition, but not the individ- 
ual kind. It wants badly to be a bigger 
part of the local winter athletic com- 
munity, but its only exposure comes in 
one local meet, which the club is host- 
ing today at noon at the Vietnam Veter- 
ans Memorial Rink in North Adams. 


C) 


But the club survives. And while 
membership dipped to a critically low 


five or six in the early 1980s, its status ' 


now shows a healthy 40-member team of 
veterans and newcomers who are pre- 
pared for changes the sport may be 
exposed to during the next.decade. 
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Alex Goguen, 7], has made plenty of 
loops on indoor and outdoor tracks and 
serves as a walking, talking speed- 
skating history book. Goguen, who was 
living and skating in Fitchburg, was 
cajoled into coming to Pittsfield in the 
late 1940s by Pittsfield Parks superin- 
tendent Jackson Perry, who was a 
speed-skating enthusiast. Jackson had 
met Goguen at a race and offered him a 
job in the Parks Department, 

Fifty years’ and countless trophies 
later, Goguen remains at the forefront 
of the local speed-skating club. Goguen, 
who is recovering from a ruptured disc, 
will not be part of today’s competition. 

“Perry was a real go-getter,” Goguen 
recalled. “He made sure there were 
rinks at just about every park in the 


SKATERS, continued on C2 
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Sports 


of ups and.dorinsapeed skating | 


After 30 years 


i SKATERS, from Cl ai 
Hig He, even made Hockey pets henfid Pittarleld - 
Hi i beets 


wParcy started putting epecd-ekatingimests on and 

he got in touch with me,” Goguen ad 

here feeling that'Y could Help the club.” 
’ % 


Goguen helped coach the team and one’ of his 
éarly students was Mary Lon [Bromback] DiNicola,. 
who began skating as'a child on figuré skates but 
foon became s.whiz on the: speed-skating circuit. 

Speed, DiNicola said at the age of 13. in a 1953 
Berkshire. Wagle-story; 1s the important thing,” DIN- 
jeola knew what she was taHdng about. She became 
to the 19s0ecwhat Nancy Ann Viner hed been’ to the 
Jate.19409, Viner, who in 28 a figure skater, 
becaiie, & top-notch ‘speet).skater before retiring 
just before DiNicola Iaunched her skating career, 

DiNiesla beeame a six-time; national’and Notth 

’ wmerican thampion before Jeaving the oval In:1958 
to get married and’ taise a family, DiNicola re- 
joined theyclub in 1982 After a period of almogt 25 


years. .e : 
“ “Ramily and career,don’t always, mix,” DiNicola .; 





said. 

But DiNicola -wasilured back by club member Pat 
Peaslee’s request to help onthe coaching lines. 
DiNicola agreed -and’ shortly after resumed her 
- skating career: / 

“} thought. ahoutut,” she said. “And J safd, ‘Why 
Hot?” 4 : Seen 


e@ 2 

Veterans like Goguen anil DiNicola supply> the 
club with credibility: and history. But its been 
équally important f9 sondify the base of the teanr 
with younger skaters, which hasn't been easy. 

Bill Farry, who is’ the. Pittsfteld speed-skating 
club president, spends as much time recruiting and 
raising money for the team ashe does practicing 
nig sport. The city provides minimal financtal sup- 


port. e 
“First, I try to sell the parents,” said Farry, 38, 
now in his second tenure with the club. “I tell them 


n.added. ‘Tcame >wi 
£23 «heost-effectiveness ofthe sport: “— 


~ Wwe can téach thelr’ Kida to-learn to skate and rice: 


We've hada few go op to play /horkay, that were” 


helped by speéd skating!” re a 
At t the natmbel of Youngsters in. the, olib 

under age 18 éutnumber thé adults’ by a\ 2-1 ratio, 

ith that if) mind; Farry ‘sald he emphasizes the 


“pis is alcheap sport,” he assetted. “The Parks 
Department supplies. the gkates for the'wholé»year 
for a $5 rental fee. You really ‘don't have to go and 
fake out a loan.’” : i 

Farry admits that there havé been Himes when! the 
coaching, recruiting and skating have ovetlapped, 
thereby. creating-a poor ‘restilf in #i) taree catego- 
ries, The club ratdes enough tnoney to rent ice'time 
at the Pittsfield Boys and Girls Club) for two one- 
lrour sessions during the week las oc8 

This year Farry was able to arrange Por the one- 
hour séésions to be held from 7:1) to 8:16, pm, 
earlier than in: past yenrs. The: epriter. start-has 


helped bring a surge: of Pollriger skaters into the”; 


fold. Pit. . 
frustrating,” Farry -éaid, “Some sights, you 


"ips 
fee) that you didn’t spend enough fime either skat- 


ing or, coaching the ‘kids. You fell ike you should ~ 
- be boar entire hour skating. Bug really, you 
Ho A Seime, or Ae 


ean'( Zo. nGn-btop.” 

The piesent and the future are very, much In 
evidence’at a Pittsfield Spéed, Skating €lub»prac- 
tice. The workout usually starts with the more 
competitive slalers citcling the rink for @ brisk 


2,000-meter ‘yorkout. ‘The younger skaters, mean- 


He 


ionsider themuelves speed skaters. ° 
“The kids do want :to .learn,”. 
“They're sd: incrédibly competitive. 


kéep them interested.” 


Hy ithet young speed skaters interested) wherg they! be? 


~ come: older. ‘There is abigage/gap on the Pi 
am Faas, | Danes Macey ain < 
‘We're .thifi inithe 14 to, 19: age group,” Furry saidy atenine 


°“That’s the Way it’)been with our club. Most of the 


boys go:tothockey becatise they've: Bedi exposed to 
itim some way. Some girls.go to fignre skiting? but 
we end up withi macy sits'than boys, Ae 
“The young boys just:want to 
added, “They. really, aren't) fnterésted ‘in learning 
how. it’e)a-hard thity to ‘tell them. about things like 
techylgue.” * : : 


“Its alsd ha¥d'to keep tiie adult skaters teady to’ 
tompete, especially, when the injury factor can’ 


feadily-come into pidy. DiNicole, in: fact, will)pass 
on today’s:event. with a sore imnee that resulted fant 
an. Indoor workout. crash into the boards. She hopes 
to be well enough to skate in a meet tomorrow in'St 


Foy, Quebes,. 


ey DN eaee 
Ww is r e 
“ice Despite that shevstill favors ithe:qutdeor track 


while, are being taught technique’and other subtle * 


aspects of the sport in'the middle of the ice. 

fiynn Egan, 2 four-year’ member of the club, is 
able to spitt the différéneé between coaching and 
skating Without any trouble. Egan’ competes: on 2@ 
secondary level for the. club and seems to enjoy 
working with the young members of the team. 

‘We get new kids every year,” Egan said. “And 
we try to temeh them the proper’ speed-skating 
techniques. We have a group of about five that have 
been with us for about four years. They really 


Injuries, however, can jalso shappen, outdoors. 
ther leg in/an ‘outioor, mest fn 1998, 
tag canghtialcrack/on a soft section of 


‘The shortifinddor] track {s much more danger. 
diis;’ DiNicola) said. “Youre ata “higher. rate, of 
usually jusb slide, Biheeic = 

“As you get older you worty about. injusies;” 
DiNicola said. “Whehiyourre young yout don't have 
that fear.” c en ; 

Where afé_stilf those moment} that é all the 
paih worthwhile. Last year at Lake Placid, DiNicola 
defeated 1988 Olympian Leslie, Bator in a .3,000- 
meter race. Bator, who had not competed in months 
leading up to the meet, still was surprised to be 
outdone by a competitor about twice her age. 


speed ona sHoNer track: Outtide, if you fall you 


gan uddéds 
ey. always) 
_ Yant’to be timed) an@ that’s. one.way- we're able) tod. 


0 fast Fatty \.- DINicol 


> Whe [atari di 
) icolarsatd, “Dyist'found it) 


cat“ 
sald if 


“One of the broblems'the club has :is/ howto keep 


oe  DINI cola, 169, «5! 1 

willhave'a chance to,win A national title th a:third: 
cafegory.DiNIcoia, who) will slatelin tie Senor A’ 

>Diviniots has wou previous tities Inthe juvalite and: 
intermédiate: Categories. i 
3 Hate ibesin aap Salant 
a aa a RC en] 

§ Mais' yotmg. it's\a real\horse race/and there's 

+ Jofstrategy and thats the:part T'like.”” 


< d + e@ . ¢ é Ss ‘ 
* Still, with- the uncertainty” ofthe weather, the - 

short tfack, season, is beconting, more, tHe norm ; 

“while the outdoor season‘ finds|itselfia shorten and 

- “More; unstable oneigyery year.) 8 : 
=“Short tack is ‘the way, ofthe fiiture for:epeed - 

pkatings Fartygaidy Ye he eG 
‘The future. It looks), good 


- Locally, who: knows?" Plenty ‘of rinks are. being 
Sonstru in’ New Bhglind and’ NewsYork. state 
that will no ‘doubt \bé home to. new: epeodiarating 
bed The Pittsfield skaters will always have Com- : 

jon. » " ¢ ar * i 
Meanwhile, veterafi skaters like Farry; -Gogaen 
and DiNi¢ola continue to injegt thei, own special 
influente on the spoft, & oe, ; 
Safi Farry, “We just want the city jto, know that 

we have a club with some distinguished mefbers.” © 
a eee 
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By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield: Mets 
are gearing up for the 1991 season, and 
team president Rick Murphy has.a lot. on 
the table in front of him as the New 
York-Penn League team prepares for its 
third season here: _ ' 

> Settling the ownership situation. 

> Structuring a front-office staff. 

> Hitting the streets to drum up ticket 
and advertising sales. ‘ 

On the first issue, the Mike Casey. 
bankruptcy situation remains unsettled 
and is a cloud over the ballclub. 

Back on Dec. 15, team co-owner Casey 
had worked out an arrangement to hand 
control of the franchise to Murphy just 


before Casey. declared bankruptcy and 
went into Chapter 11. reorganization. The 
transfer of ownership installed Murphy 
as club president and. general manager. 

That transaction was halted, however, 
sinee Casey’s half of the team is an asset 
that must be considered as part of the 
bankruptcy procedure. 

“Itll probably get caught up in litiga- 
tion,” Murphy ‘said of his relationship 
with Casey, who has been a ‘co-owner of 
the franchise with Murphy since the pair 
bought it three years ago when it was 
still: in Little: Falls, N.Y. “I’m running 
the team as if I’m the owner until 
someone from a higher authority tells 
me not to.” 


. METS, continued on D8 — 


Pittsfield Mets planning for 199. 


- Ownership unsettled, but Murphy moves ahead 


Rick Murphy 
Mets president planning season 


Murphy plans Pitisfield Mets season 


im METS, from D1 


Murphy has hired the Springfield law firm 
of Wallace, Doherty, Pillsbury & Murphy. 
Springfield attorney Phillip Hendel has been 
handling Casey’s affairs and the effort to 
restructure. 

Casey would not comment on the status of 
his situation, except to say that things are 
proceeding, 


“Everything is going forward through the 
system and is working,” Casey said. “Some- 
times you can’t govern the speed.” 

“Nothing has been resolved yet,” added 
Murphy. “The attorneys are handling it.” 

The New York-Penn League’s. board of di- 
rectors, on which Murphy replaced Casey at a 
January meeting, is next scheduled to meet in 
April. The situation may be discussed further 
at that time. 


Planning for season 


Murphy, meanwhile, is sailing a smooth 
course with the Mets through this winter. 
Pittsfield ‘opens its New York-Penn League 
season June 17 at: Watertown, N.Y., and will 
play the Oneonta Yankees in the home 
epener, June 21 at 7 p.m. 

“To date, everything is going extremely 
well. We’re right on line in terms of our 
operation,” said Murphy. 


No ‘Hot Stove Night’ 


The only thing that hasn’t gone well was the 
plan for the annual Hot Stove Night. There 
will be no wintertime gathering to meet Mets 

\ manager Jim Thrift and coaches Jerry Koos- 
4) man and Billy Gardner Jr. Koosman had been 
ied up in the New York Mets’ fantasy camp 
nd is now at Port St. Lucie, Fla., participat- 


ing in an orientation session for new coaches, 
Thrift is also at the Mets’ camp and 
wouldn't be available right now. However, 
Murphy is planning a.reception for the team 
when it arrives in Pittsfield prior to the June 
17 opener, where fans:can meet the players.. 
The Pittsfield front-office staff has basieally 
been put together. Dick Lenfest Jr., who spent 
last year wortking for the New York Mets’ 
Kingsport, Ténn., rookie league team, will be 
in Pittsfield this summer. The Lee native will 
act’as the team’s public relations’director and 
will handle advertising sales. Debbie Pulasky 
returns and will take charge of on-field pro- 
motional activities. Shaun Southard, one of 
last summer’s interns, will be the public ad- 
dress announcer. Three college interns will 
also be hired for the summer, Murphy said. 


Games again on WBEC 


The Mets and Pittsfield radio station WBEC 
(AM 1420) will be affiliated for the third year. 
WBEC will broadeast 39 road contests and 10 
home games. Bob Posey will call the play-by- 
play onee again, with a color commentator 
still to be selected. 

“Things are going a lot better than I antic- 
ipated,” said Murphy, “with the economic 
situation, and: the turmoil in the Mets, sales 
have been extremely good.” 

Housing for Thrift, Koosman, Gardner and 
the players has already been secured for the 
summer, Murphy said. 

One thing that still needs to be worked on 


_is an extension of the Mets’ lease at Wah- 


conah Park. The team is signed, sealed and 
delivered through this season, but Murphy is 
looking to negotiate an extension. The fran- 
chise and New York are committed through 
1992, thanks to the agreement signed between 


major and minor league baseball in Decem- 
ber. , 
In an ironic touch to the Mike Casey saga, 
the New York Mets have landed their Double 
A team in Williamsport, Pa., to play in the 
Eastern League. 

Casey had planned to purchase the Wil- 
liamsport Bills from Marvin Goldklang and 
move the team to Binghamton, N.Y. However, 
the sale fell. through, one of many factors in 
Casey’s financial plight. 

“We've wanted the Mets. We wanted them 
with Mike Casey or without Mike Casey,” said 
Eastern League president Charles Eshbach. 

Goldklang and the Mets will be a tandem 
through 1992, but have only committed to 
Williamsport for this year. 

“You have more Mets fans in the Eastern 
League area than you have Seattle Mariners 
fans,” said Eshbach, referring to the former 
parent team of the Williamsport Bills, “That 
alone is a plus. When the Mets come into 
New Britain, Albany or Reading, that should 
make for a good rivalry.” 

The Williamsport franchise, of course, is 
the old Pittsfield Cubs franchise that was 
owned by Stuart and Larry Revo. 


Soares joins Tidewater 


In other Mets-related news, Pittsfield’s 
former public relations director and , radio 
color commentator Wayne Soares has been 
named operations manager for New York’s 
Tidewater Mets Triple A team. He will be 
working under veteran general manager Dave 
Rosenfeld. 

“Being 26 years old and at the Triple A 
level is like a dream come true for me,” said 
Soares. He will be involved in on-and off-field 
activities for Tidewater. j 
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Working out in the late afternoon at the club’s oval'on Gnota Lake are Pittsfield Parks speed skaters Arthur Ruff, left,:and Mary Lou DiNicola. 
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Can’t wait to skate 


Being part of the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Speed 
Skating Club means many things. In photo above, it means a 
lesson from: mom for five-year-old Theresa Sime of Ste- 
hentown, N.Y., who holds onto her mother, Margaret, 
uring practice at Boys and Girls Club. Above right, it 
means a high-speed run around the Boys and Girls Club 
rink. At right, it means patching up the club’s outdoor oval 
on Qnota Lake for club volunteer John Miraglia. 
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TROPHY SIZE — Joseph. Schneider of 
Cheshire, who two weeks ago Tuesday 
caught a 21-Ib. northern pike from Lake Buel 
in Monterey, his largest pike ever, bested 
that fete a week ago Tuesday by hauling in 
this 28-Ib. pike from Onota Lake in Pittsfield. 


The 44-inch long fish had a 21-inch girth and 
is the second largest pike caught in Mas- 
sachusetts this year. Both fish are being 
mounted by LaBlue’s Taxidermy in Adams. 


(Transcript-John pit 2 /9 / 7 | ‘ 
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Springside Park greenhouse. Orchid at left is a cymbidium. 


Greenhouse Group sets annual-open 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group will hold its 
annual open house Sunday from 
10 to 2 with “An Oriental Garden” 


_ as this year’s theme. Club Presi- 


dent William Loucks is coordina- 
tor for the event. 

The theme is carried out using 
a large Japanese statue and lan- 
tern in a garden scene accompa- 
nied by a reflecting pool, shrubs 


and flowers. Garden design and’ 


construction is by Loucks, 
Chester Gabriel, Harvey Sides, 
Donald Davis and Ralph Gionet. 
A repeat this year will be a 
farmyard scene by Louise Cian- 
flone, Marie Brielman, Patricia 


a Carey, Ann Langlois and Carolyn 








‘A walk on the beach 


Church. This exhibit will feature 
a miniature vegetable garden and 
a group of small live farm ani- 
mals. A photographer will be on 
hand to capture children with the 
bunnies. 

There will be a Western desert 
garden designed by Marita 


Curley, Dorothy Forrest, , Lois 


Tobin and Barbara Patton. 

A new exhibit this year will be 
a tropical plant display by Sides 
and his committee. The old fa- 
vorites will include the herb 


garden by Elvira Terranova and a. 


bonsai display by Orin McCarty. 
There will be a special display 

by Judith MacCartney and Ruth 

Austin commemorating four club 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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{ Manaca Ferrer, 6, of Pittsfield trails a branch in the water along the! 


shoreline an a warm. cunnv daw at Pantancun T ola wactardax 
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Marie Brielman of 801 Holmes Road, Pittsfield, a poh ed of the Springside Greenhouse 
Group, arranges cattleya orchids for the group’s annual open house Sunday at the 
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members who passed away last 
year. 


Nina McDermott and Terranova 
will be in charge of the in-house 
plant competition with area hor- 
ticulturists as judges. The win- 
ning plants will be on display at 
the open house. 


Vincent Hebert, an honorary 
member of the Greenhouse Group 
since his retirement as the long- 


time head of the Department of 


Parks and Recreation, is leading 
an effort to develop an arboretum 
at Springside Park. Hebert will 
have displays and sign-up sheets 
for volunteers who are interested 


“in participating in the project. 

















Easter 


eggs at War Memorial Field in Lenox yesterday. The 


Department, with all funds 
the eggs at the Youth Center. 





Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Niall Cleary, 4, son of Michael and Kathleen Cleary of Lenox search was sponsored by the Park and Recreation 
Lenox, was intent on the hunt while picking u 


onated. Teen-agers filled 


Several small towns carry on despite the weather 


. PITTSFIELD — Hundreds of 
disappointed children and 
their parents were turned away 
yesterday when wet fields at 
Reid Middle School forced or- 
ganizers of the annual Easter 
egg hunt to cancel the event. 
Although news of the cancel- 
lation was broadeast on local 
radio stations, many parents 
were unaware that the hun 
had been called off. f 


No rain day 


Linda A. King, recreation 
supervisor of the city’s De- 
. partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation, said there was a half- 


It’s all downhill 


Undeterred by the lack of snow, five young members of the 8, Rachel, 10, Melanie, 12 and Theresa, 10. Rachel lives in 
i i cardboard down the grassy hill a : sin to t 
May park ty Bittetiold. Frown left are Charles 6, Matthew, brothers and sisters and live in Pittsfield. 





inch of snow covering the 
muddy fields at 10 a.m., when 
the decision was made. 

Even the tennis courts, where 
the eggs are “hidden” for tod- 
dlers, were covered with pud- 
dles, she said. 

“We had to cancel it for the 
safety of the children,” King 
said. 

John C. Marchesi, the city’s 
director of recreation, said the 


hunt will not be held today, the = 


publicized rain day, as at least 
some parents were told yester- 
day. 

“The personnel — Exchange 
Club, police — was not avail- 





Pittsfield will - 
have no rain day. 





able,” he said. “We shouldn’t 


have said it was the rain day.” 


Other egg hunts around the 


county went on as planned, 
however. 


‘In Lenox, more than 200 


children picked up eggs that 
had been scattered around the 


War Memorial Field. And in 


Great Barrington, a hunt that 
was. planned by three mothers 





— Cynthia Morehouse, Becky 
Bush and Beverly Snyder — 
also went. off without a hitch. In 
Lanesboro, 4-H Club members 
filled eggs and organized an 
egg hunt for youngsters. . 


The Hancock Inn sponsored 
its 9th annual eggs hunt, ac- 
cording to inn owner Chester 
Gorski, who doubled as the 
Easter Bunny. 


“We're diehards in Hancock,” 
said Gorski; who could give no 
count-of the number of partic- 
ipants, : 

“There were kids every- 
where,” he 


said. 
ae 34 VT 
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Cheshire and’ is a cousin to the other four, who are 
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Wind-driven ice chunks are jamming up on the east shore of Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield. The large Section of open water in the 
picture is at the south end of the lake. Ice should be out earlier this year than ever. 


A day at the races 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Speed Skating Club held its annual Adams. Pi ) i i F ghee 
indoor meet yesterday at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Rink in North in fee Since ey ae Masters Men awe Bh ar ak 








Neighborhood meeting set 
on Pomeroy river park 


PITTSFIELD — The Planning Board, in cooperation with the 
Housatonie River Watershed Association, is sponsoring a 
neighborhood meeting tonight at 7 in the Herberg Middle 
School ‘Library about proposed improvements to the Pomeroy 
Avenue (Old Pumping Station) River Park. 

According to Robert S. Mellace, senior planner, the city is 
applying “for a grant from the Massachusetts Public Access 
Board for funds to make improvements to the park’s existing 
canoe access ramp to the Housatonic River and to the parking 
lot. 

Other improvements will include installation of an access 
gate, fencing and signs. 

Ward 4 Councilor Bernard J. Goclowski has proposed naming : 
the improved park the Fred Garner River Park, in memory of 
Fred Garner Sr, 

Garner was active in numerous recreation endeavors, includ- 
ing the Fourth of July Parade Committee, Pittsfield Little 


League and Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee. } - / 4 
ff 
put 


Little League sets Las Vegas night 


Park Department seeks 
summer job applicants 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 1s 
accepting job applications for its 
1991 summer programs but added 
a cautionary note about Pittsfield 
pudget problems in its an- 
nouncement. ; 

Application forms for jobs at 
playgrounds, beaches and the 
Highland Special Needs program 
are available at the department's 
office at 874 North St., Monday 
through Friday between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. The 
application deadline is April 5. 

With an eye on the city’s fiscal 
problems, the department said 
employment would be contingent 

upon the approval of the 1991-92 

municipal budget. $~lie 9 


‘ 


Park Department 


The Pittsfield Little League will h 
tonight from 7:30 to midnight at 


Avenue. The donation is $2, and refreshmen 


offered. 


ost a Las Vegas Night fund-raiser 
the Itam Lodge on Constitution 
ts and door prizes will be 


Recreation coed basketball] 


The Yellow team clinch 
epart 1 


John Anderson. 

In round-robin Opene 
42 and Symanski score 
Scored 10 for Green and 


rs, Mark Carey sco 
d 17 as Blue beat 
Kevin Jordan 23 for Purple. 


Pittsfield Little League sign-ups 

Registration for the three divisions of the Pittsfield Little League 
have been scheduled March 23 from 10 a.m. to noon and March 25 from 
6 to 8 p.m. : 

New candidates for the North Little League should register at the 
Pecks Road fire station, for the South League at Holmes Road fire 
station and for the West League at the West Housatonic Street fire 
station. 

Any youngster who will be at least 9 years old, but not more than 12 
on Aug. 1 is eligible to play. Every Little League member will 
participate in every league game. There is a $20 registration fee to 
defray the league’s cost. 

Tryouts will be April 6 and’?7, and the league will open Sunday May 
5. The league’s annual door-to-door candy sale will be Sunday, June 2. 

Information about Little League boundaries may be obtained from 

, the Department of Parks and Recreation. : ay eg 2 
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Adopt-a-park group in the works 
_ PITTSFIELD — The Planning Board 
Housatonic River Watershed Association, 
organize a neighborhood adopt-a-park group for the Pomeroy Avenue 


(Old Pumping Station) River Park. The meeting. will be held April 4 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Herberg Middle School library. 


, in cooperation with the 
will sponsor a meeting to 


The group will assist in maintenance and surveillance activities on 


the 8.3-acre park. The city is applying for a grant of £ 
rom $10,00 
$20,000 from the Massachusett el $10,000 to 


Robert S. Mellace, senior plan 
improvements to the park’ 
atonic River and to the 
fencing and signs. 


Ward 4 Councilor Bernard J Goclowski has j 
, proposed naming the 
improved park the Fred Garner River Park, in memory of Garner, who 
was active in recreation endeavors such as the Fourth of July Parade 
Committee, Pittsfield Little League and Pittsfield Winter Sports 


Committee. ' Feed 3-4, : 


ner. The funds would be used to make 
$s existing canoe access ramp to. the Hous- 
parking lot and to install’’an access gate, | 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth registration #/3,/4, 


Registration for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball league will be 
held on April 6 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Springside House Park 
Department and the Fire Station on Holmes Road. Tryouts will be 
held on April 13 and 19 at the Common at times to be announced. __ 

There: will also be a meeting for board members. and coaches on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Springside House. (Anyone interested in 
helping the league as a coach, umpire or scorekeeper should contact 
the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department on North Street.) 


DiNicola 2nd in speed-skating event 


Mary Lou DiNicola, representing the Pittsfield Parks : ee 
ation Speed Skating Club, finished pee aut ae ee 

ivisi & over) at the Nationa Co) Sp ae 
OE es at Holy Cross College in bee DuNiGole place 
second in the 500-, 777-, 1,000- and 1,500-meter events. 


ts alt PH $ | Z 


red 14 as Red beat Green 47- 
Purple 63-51. Jim Telladira 


taking job applications 


PITTSFIELD — *The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
Says it is still accepting job ap- 
plications for summer programs 
at ‘playgrounds, beaches and at 
the Highland special-needs play- 
ground. 

Application forms may be 
picked up at the Department of 


Parks: and Recreation at. 874. 


North St. Monday through Friday 
from 9 to 5. : 

The applications must be 
turned in no later than Friday, 
April 5,’so that interviews may be 
scheduled. oe ; 

Employment. is’ contingent’ on 
the approval of the city’s Pay 


budget. 9 Pat 41 


Easter egg hunt 
to be Saturday 
in. Pitisfield 


PITTSFIELD “— Plans for 
the annual Easter egg hunt 
have been announced by Linda 
A. King, recreation supervisor 
of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

The event, sponsored annu- 

ally by the Exchange Club, 
Price Chopper and the Park 
| Department, will start 
| Promptly at 3 tomorrow behind 
Reid Middle Schoo] on upper 
North Street. Rain date is’ 
Sunday. 

Age divisions will be 2 years 
and under, 3- and 4-year-olds, 
5- and 6-year-olds, and 7-, 8- 


S Publie Access Board, according to | 


and 9-year-olds. Prizes for each 
division will be for the golden 
egg, silver egg, largest egg, 


smallest egg and black egg. 


Those attending are to bring 


their own bags. 


Ice remains 
on Pontoosuc, 


Stanfield says 


PITTSFIELD — Lee Leahy 
Stanfield, who has lived on the 
shores of Pontoosuc Lake for 30 
years, said Monday that there’s a 
lot of ice left on the lake and she 
doubts that it will break any 
record by leaving before March 
29. 

“Saturday the wind blew to- 
ward our’ house and’ blew all the 
ice from the lake over to our 
shore — the west ‘shore,’ she 
said. If you drive down Route 7, 
she said, it looks as though the 
Jake is clear, but there still is a 
lot of ice on. it. 


Easter egg hunt set 
Sunday in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — Plans for the 
annual Easter egg hunt have been 
announced by Linda A. King, 
recreation supervisor of the De- 
partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation. 


The event, sponsored annually 
by the Exchange Club, Price 
Chopper and the park depart- 
ment, will start promptly at 3 p.m. 
Sunday behind Reid Middle 
School. 

Age divisions will be 2 years 
and under, 3- and 4-year-olds, 5- 
and 6-year olds, and 7-, 8- and 9- 
year olds..Prizes for each division 
will be for the golden egg, silver 
egg, largest egg, smallest egg and 
black egg. 

Those attending are to bring 
their own bags. : 


The Pittsfield Department of 
Parks and Recreation’s annual 
Easter egg hunt will be tomorrow 
at 3 p.m. at the rear of Reid 
Middle School. An item in yes- 
terday’s paper failed to provide 
the date and say that the rain 
date would be Sunday at 3 p.m. at 
the same site. .\ 
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Small master 


exercise while visiting Clapp Park in Pittsfield. 


Nolan Foisy, 16 months, helps his 13-month-old German pee puppy, Konig, get some 
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‘Sunrise service | a ih ly, 


_As the sun rose on Easter morning, a group of worshipers met on the basketball court at 
Clapp Park, Pittsfield, for sunrise service led by Capt. Raymond Patrick - Salvation ig 
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.Marchesi’s parks job on 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


* PITTSFIELD — Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski confirmed last night that the position of 
superintendent of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation may be eliminated, a move that would 
put John G. Marchesi, who has worked for the 
department for 36 years, out of a job. 


Contacted at his home, Marchesi said he had no 
comment. 


June 4 vote reinstates the sewer-user fee,” said 
Wojtkowski. “The budget that we submit to the 
City Counci] on Tuesday must show a worst-case 
scenario. We are prevented by law from having a 
deficit. We also are legally precluded from bor- 
rowing for operating expenses. Therefore, we 
have no choice but to make $6.4 million in cuts.” 
The mayor said that a final decision on 
Marchesi’s job, along with an unspecified number 
of others, will be made today or tomorrow. She 
said Marchesi was personally notified last week 


Ail» 
mayor’s chopping block 


Marchesi, 65, was one of two senior city officials 
whose jobs may be eliminated, she said. 


The other position is that held by Robert S. 
Mellace, the city’s senior. planner. Mellace, how- 
ever, has already been transferred into the Office 
of Community and Economic Development, which 
receives much of its. funding from the federal 
government. 2 


“Cuts in other departments, like the police and 


“We're looking at a $6.4 million deficit if the 


that his post was in jeopardy. 


mayor said. 


Position of parks superinventenyy 


may be eliminated to cut k huc 


@ MARCHES], from Al | 


rangement that was in effect until 
about 10 years ago. 

Park Commission Chairman 
Roxanne Spence said she has 
been invited to a meeting with 
the mayor tomorrow to discuss 
the proposal.” 

Wojtkowski said the Depart- 
/ment of Parks and Recreation 
now comprises the supervisor, 
four or five full-time maintenance 
personnel, a clerk and a full-time 
recreation supervisor. 

The latter post has remained 
unfilled since Marchesi vacated it 
in March 1990 to’ become overall 
supervisor after the retirement of 


Under Wojtkowski’s proposal, 


someone would be hired as rec- 
reation supervisor, and that per- 


son would work with the Park 
Commission and: groups that use 
city parks for baseball games or 
other programs. 

The mayor said city officials 
are particularly concerned about 
maintenance, 
knowledged that the grass in 
parks might grow a bit longer 
before being mowed. 

“Por example, we’re looking at 
turning off every other light in 
residential neighborhoods to save 
$100,000,” she said. “I don’t think 
people are aware of the number 
of maintenance functions that the 


although she ac- . 


iget 


city was able a keep Pekan 
after the round. of cuts last year. 
This next round of cuts I think 


everybody will be aware of. 2m 


Wojtkowski said several people 
have approached her and volun- 
teered to supervise recreational 
activities or do anything else they 
can to help. 


“Pm sure we'll. see more of 
that,” she said, adding that spe- 
cial effort will be made to keep 
certain recreational areas, like 
the Onota Lake beach, open and 
operating. 


“I think it’s critical. to have 
some degree of manpower there,” 
she said. 


fire departments, have not been finalized,” the 


Vincent J. Hebert. 
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Pitching in to help plant tubs of flowers at Liberty Mall in Pittsfield are, from left, Williams freshmen 
Laura Prentice, Kathy Alprin and Sharon Zell. 


Awareness of hunger grows 


Williams students join cleanup to raise funds 


By Lisa C. Kernek 
Berkshire Eagle Statf 


“PITTSFIELD — More than 200 Wil- 

liams College students planted lilacs 
and day lilies here yesterday and 
cleaned up parts of Pittsfield, Wil- 
liamstown, Adams and North Adams 
to raise an estimated $2,000 to combat 
homelessness and hunger. 

Organized by the Williamstown 
chapter of the Massachusetts Public 
Interest Research Group, the fifth 
annual Hunger Cleanup will benefit 
the Berkshire Food Project and the 
National Student Campaign Against 
Hunger and Homelessness in Boston. 

The food project offers free meals 
at First Congregational Church in 
North Adams and the National Stu- 
dent Campaign works in the United 
States and abroad to feed the hungry. 


Wide-ranging efforts 


The students planted flowers along 
North Street in downtown Pittsfield, 


cleaned the.park by Pontoosuc Lake, 


‘This 1s the most 
successful one 
we've had.’ 


washed. windows at the Field Farm 
bed» and breakfast in Williamstown, 
washed cupboards and walls in the 
Berkshire Food Project kitchen, 
picked up trash on the road to Mount 
Greylock in North Adams and: cleared 
trails in Hopkins Forest, Williams- 
town. 

The students asked sponsors to 
pledge donations for their three hours 
of community work yesterday. 

“This is the most successful one 
we've had,” organizer Susan E. Good, 
a Williams sophomore, said at the end 
of the cleanup. She said participation 
grows every year. 


For some projects, the students 


joined cleanup efforts that. had_al- 


eee 


ready been organized by other com- 
munity groups. 

_ At Liberty Mall on North Street, 
where flower beds and park benches 
occupy a small plaza on a street cor- 
ner, the Williams volunteers joined 
members of Pittsfield Beautiful in 
their annual flower planting. 


“Usually, we spread the work over 
the month of May,” said Arlia “Tom- 
mie” Bailey; president of Pittsfield 
Beautiful; “‘If the students work hard, 
we'll get it all done today.” 

The volunteers. added fresh topsoil 
to flower beds at Liberty Mall and the 
median stripsyon North Street, swept 
alleys, pulled. weeds and picked up 
trash. THey planted lilacs and day 
lilies by the fence at the mall. 


“TJ have friends painting kitchens, 
planting flowers, cleaning garbage 
and doing all kinds of cleanup 
things,” said Amanda Turner, one of 
nine members of the Williams College 
women’s rugby team who joined the 


dels 


Wojtkowski said she-plans to propose ia consol: a 
idation of the parks department’s maintenance o 


staff and the Department of Public Works. Su- 
pervision of recreation programs at the: parks... 
would be transferred to the Park Commission: 4, 
under her proposal. wy 

“The parks department arid the DPW: ‘hae 
worked together extremely: well,” she said, add- 
ing that supervision of programs by the Park 
Commission would return the city to an ar- 
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ownward mobility 


[eek 


‘Kevin Mahar shows the joy of being 4 years old a din LOE 
on a wae day in early spring. The playground is on the Common off I 
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Catching a breeze 


Marviane Gaylord of Pittsfield enjoys yesterday’s record warmth at Onota Lake with her 22- 
inetd aiuehis Lauren. Yesterday’s high temperature of 82 broke the record of 77 set 


in 1945. ae § 


HX 
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Spring cleanup? hia! 7/ 


Eleven bags of leaves and other lawn rubbish dumped along the Onota Lake causeway in 
Pittsfield suggest that someone’s idea of spring cleanup does not extend to proper disposal. 
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Dog paddling 


Kevin Colwell of Pittsfield and his 5-year-old-nephew, Onota Lak i i 
Jonathan Colwell, watch from a rock in Burbank Park at Buddy Fee Teapots a Cet 4 ee 
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‘Testing the waters ) Y/s9 7 


Nita Coffin of Pittsfield wades into the chilly waters of Onota Lake. The temperature 
yesterday reached 65 degrees. 









Pittsiield Little League tryouts set 


Tryouts for the Pittsfield Little Leagues will be this weekend. 
The North Little League will hold its tryouts at the Brown Street 


Field. On Saturday, 9-year-olds will try out from 10 to 11:30; 10-year- . 


olds, 12:30 to 2, and 11- and 12-year-olds, 2 to 3:30. The respective 
tryouts Sunday will be from 11 to 12:30, 1 to 2:30 and’ 11-2:30 to 4. 

Deming Park will host the South Little League tryouts. On Saturday 
sessions will be from. 10 to 11 for age 9, 11 to noon for age 10 and we 
to 1 for age 11 and 12. On Sunday, respective tryouts will be from noon 
to 1,1 to 2 and and 2 to 3. : 

The West Little League tryouts will. be at Clapp. Park on Saturday 
and.Sunday from 10 to noon for age 9, noon to 2 for age 10 and 2 to 4 
for 11 and 12. 


; A $20 user fee will be charged per player, only if the’ player: makes a 
eam, 


For more information may be obtained from the Pittsfield Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation. 3 ae 
yy [> be 


eed Q 
Kate Farry wins speed skating titles 


Kate Farry of the Pittsfield Parks. Speed Skating Club won class 
championships at the New York State Short Track and Eastern 
Seaboard Short Track Championships. 
Farry won the Pony Girls’ title at the New York state event at West 
Point, finishing first in the 100-, 300- and 400-meter races. She won the 
class title at the Eastern Seaboard meet at the Team USA Rink in 
Albany, taking firsts in the 922-, 333- and 444-meter races. 
John Miraglia was second in the Senior Men’s B Division at West 
Point, taking seconds in the 1,000- and 500-meter events and a third in 
the 3,000. Bill FarrysKate’s father, finished fourth in the West Point 
Master Men’s 500. ¢ 

At Albany, Miraglia won the Senior Men’s B title with firsts in the 
500, 777 and 1,500 and. a second in the 3,000 meters. Jennyne Tremblay 
was third in the Pony Girls’ with third-place finishes in the 222, 333. 
and 444 meters. Bill Farry was fourth inthe Master Men’s 500. : 


In other skating news, Mary Lou DiNicola took second in the Master 
Women’s division at the National Short 
onships at Holy Cross College in Worcester. 


the 777, 1,000 and 1,500 and third in the 500. 


Suzanne Tremblay has been elected presi 
Speed Skating Club, succeeding Bill Farry. 


vice president, with Pat Peaslee voted secretary/treasurer. 


Bill Farry was elected president 


Association, a body that governs 


Mothers seek volunteer help | 


of the Northern New York Skating 
Berkshire County skating. 


to build city playground_ 4, 


PITTSFIELD — A group of 
mothers hopes to raise $65,000 
and to enlist volunteers to build a 
playground this summer on the 
Common in downtown Pittsfield, 

The project by Deborah L. 
Dellinger, Cynthia W. Cerone and 
other mothers has preliminary 
approval! from the. city’s park 
commissioners. 

The mothers and city officials 
will recruit volunteers at a public 
meeting Tuesday, April 23, at 7 
p.m. in the Morningside School 
cafeteria. : 

The mothers plan to buy the 
playground equipment from Big 
Toys Inc. of Marathon, N.Y., 
which will provide a supervisor 
on the day the volunteers assem- 
ble the equipment. 

The playground would. be for 
‘children in preschool and’ gram- 
‘mar school and would accommo- 

date handicapped children. 

The playground organizers are 


“We were talking about how it 
wasn’t easy to pick up your kids 
and go to the nearest park,” 
Dellinger said. 3 

Pittsfield has 21 playgrounds in 
its park system, but the equip- 
ment is outdated and rundown, 
according to Clifford J. Nilan, a 
member of the Park Commission. 

“We used to have an excellent 
park system,” Nilan said. “But 
because of the budget cuts, that is 
not the case now.” E 

He said that for two years the 
commission had been wanting to 


- puild a playground on the Com- 


mon and had’ begun looking for 
donations from businesses. when 
Dellinger and the other mothers 
approached him. 


“J think it’s long overdue,” he | 


Said. 


Dalton and Williamstown have | 


similar volunteer-built play- 
grounds. He 
¥r 


Track Speed Skating Champi- 
DiNicola was second in 


dent of the Pittsfield Park 
John Miraglia was elected 


mothers who met in a play group 
for their preschool-age children. 


‘Grass fire: 


Apes a 


sears 2 acres 
in Springside 


PITTSFIELD — Firefighters 


series of grass fires. 





_ment of Parks and Rec 
decided to extend its application 


were kept busy yesterday by a 


About two acres of Pittsfield’s 
Springside Park burned shortly 
Jepart- after noon, said Fire Department 
eation has Capt. Thomas Henry. Several 
other fires also were reported 


Ne 4 
2g 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Pittstield girls soltuwau registwrauun AS: 


- Registration for the Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation 
girls’ ASA softball league has been scheduled Saturday, April 27, from 
10 te noonand Monday, April 29, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Springside House, 
874 North St: ” 

To be eligible, girls must be at least 9 years old by June 1, but not 17 
before Aug: 31. A birth certificate or baptismal certificate is required 
at registration,, There is also a $5 registration fee and $5 equipment 
fee, and aparent or guardian must accompany each player to 


registration. a "| oF “ " 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth tryouts 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baséball League has scheduled tryouts 


April 20-26 at the Common on First Street. 


Tryouts for 13-year-olds will be April 20 from 10 to 1, April 21 from 1 
to'3 and April 22 and 23 from 6 until dark. Tryouts for 14-and 15-year- ' 
olds will be April 20 from 2:to 5, April 21 from 3:30 to 5:30. and April. 24 
and 26 from 6 until dark. All candidates must attend. at least two 
sessions, ae 

The league’s next meeting is April 19 at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 
874 North St. There is a special need for a league manager, score- 
keepers and umpires. Anyone interested in any of those positions 
should attend. Bea i). Figen. ye 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth tryouts slated 


Tryouts for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will be Saturday at 10 
a.m. at the First Street Common for 13-year-old players. Tryouts for 14- 
and 15-year-olds will be at 1. 

The league is seeking volunteers to be managers, scorekeepers and 
umpires. Anyone interested in helping may attend the coaches’ meet- 
ing Friday at 7 at the Springside House, 874 North St. Y, if a i 





Wild Acres sets fishing derby dates 


The Friends of Wild Acres and the Pittsfield Department of Parks & 
Recreation will hold their annual fishing derby for youngsters ages 6 
ih 14 on May 4 and 5. The derby will run from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. both 

ys. 

Youngsters must register on arrival and again upon departure. 
Prizes will be awarded to the first three boys and first three girls who 
catch tagged fish. The limit is five trout. 

The fishing derby for the elderly will be May 7 and 8 and May 20 and 
21 from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. The derby for the handicapped will be May 19 


from 9 a.m: to 4 p.m. The area will be closed May 3, May 6, and May 18 
for stocking. ‘ . ‘ 


‘Youth soccer summer registration 


Registration for the Pittsfield Summer Youth Soccer League is 
runder way until April 25. 
- Application forms are available at all Pittsfield schools and at the 
Parks Department office at Springside House, 874 North St. 
_ The league will have games in June and July and is open to all boys 
and girls between the ages of 6 and 15. Registration is $15 for the first 
‘child in a family and $10 for each additional child, 

For more information, one may contact Fran Marinaro, 51 Spadina 
Parkway. mr ieee 


The grinches that stole the egg hunt — 


ticipants. This event requires 


It is too bad the Pittsfield Parks 
and Recreations Department took 
it upon itself to cancel not only 
the scheduled date. of the Pitts- 
field Easter egg hunt for March 
30, but also the rain date. Then 
the Parks Department had the 
audacity to insinuate that the 
rain date was canceled due to the 
lack of available Exchange Club 
personnel [Eagle, March 31]. 

The Exchange Club has always 
had plenty of volunteers available 
to fulfill their obligations and it is 
absurd for the Parks Department 
to state otherwise. It is also 
unique how the Parks Depart- 
ment seeks the credit for this 


members’ time and some finan- 
cial backing, and it’s an invest- 
ment that pays off with the smiles 
it brings to children’s faces. 

As a father and an Exchange 
Club member my family would 
have participated regardless of a 
little water or mud. Unfortu- 
nately, for some children the egg 
hunt is the highlight of their 
Easter and when the sun rose so 
brilliantly on Easter Sunday I 
couldn't help but feel angry at the 
Parks Department for taking this 
recreation away from us all. 

KEN LUSSIER Jr. 


v/ia | 5 


19 State St. 
Pittsfield 


deadline to May 20 for the Sum- | 
mer Playgrounds Program only... 
_ This will allow people who ar 
attending college, as well as area 
high school students, to apply for 
the positions, BANE noe 
Interviews will be scheduled — 
for the week of May 20 and 27, if 
need be. All interviews will be 






scheduled for evenings. 
_ Employment is contingent on 
the:approval of the city’s 1991-92 


budget Yo pr PI. 


\ 





throughout the day, but at least 
two of them were under the con- 
trol of people who had obtained 
burning permits, Henry said. 


The dryness of the ground 
combined with careless disposal 
of cigarettes or matches is the 
usual cause of the fires, said 
Henry. He added that sparks 
thrown from trains’ metal wheels 
sometimes start fires along rail 
beds. 

“We like to get right on these 
things because they can be nasty 
if they get going,” said Henry. 

— SFI, 


event and has done so for the 
past several years, but is not 
willing to take responsibility for 


-its actions. If anyone should be 


given the credit for this event it 
should be, the Exchange Club of 
Pittsfield, which organized the 
Easter egg hunt for this city ap- 
proximately 24 years ago. 

The Exchange Club, with the 
help of Price Chopper, worked 
very hard to prepare for this 
event. This year was also to fea- 
ture pony rides, coffee and hot 
chocolate for spectators and par- 
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Watching world go round 


; r, 2, of Lanesboro, peers into a mirror while waiting for the merr -go-round to. 
Aart at the’ Gillette Shows carnival on the First Street Common in Pittsfield. He’s being held by. 
his mother, Laurie Brenner. The carnival will be here through the holiday weekend. 


The sun-warmed waters of Onota Lake proved irresist- waves are, from left, | Beasties Heather Hamilton. 
ible yesterday for three young girls. Splashing in the and Angela’s sister, Tami Penna. 





Defeated Republicans Janelyn Patashnick, left, publican 
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unity rally in Park Square yesterday. 


and Donald Thurston, right foreground, threw Looking on, from left, a 
L ; , y are state Rep. 
their support to Steven Pierce, center, ata Re- David Chivers and Robert eee Sines page AGaA 





“official 
to trim 
By D.R. Bahlman 
Pach Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — A city councilor 
suggested yesterday that the salaries 
of all elected and appointed city offi- 
cials be cut by 5° percent and the 
savings used to rescue a drug educa- 
tion program and the job of Parks and 


Recreation Director John C. Marchesi. 
-. “J¢ yoters are to be asked to make a 


sacrifice to ‘save oul city’ by voting for” 


increased taxes on the June 4th ballot 
questions, then our leaders, their ap- 
pointees and department heads must 
show their willingness to save our city 
as well,” said a petition filed yester- 
day by Councilor. at large Gerald S. 
- Doyle Jr. : 


Doyle estimated that the salary cut. 
would save $80,000, more than enough 


to allow completion of the last three 
weeks. of the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education program in the schools and 
to fund Marchesi’s position, which was 
slated for elimination in a $62’ million 
“worst case” budget’ submitted last 
week by Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
. kowski. iy: 
Other ways, Bianchi says 
City Finance Director Daniel L. 
Bianchi said last night that although 
no one disputes the value of 
Marchesi’s work or DARE, Doyle’s 
proposal bypasses other options. 
“When you're taking a look at a $62 
‘DOYLE, continued on AG 


S-Traa 


Doyle asks top officials to trim pay 


@ DOYLE, from Al 


million budget, $80,000 really 
doesn’t represent a whole lot of 
money. in the large scheme of 
things,” Bianchi said. “I think 
that options exist for keeping the 
DARE program going, and they 
should be pursued.” 

He suggested that teachers 
might be brought out of retire- 
ment to become DARE instruc- 
tors, and he said he has already 
met with Marchesi to solicit ideas 
about how his functions might be 
fulfilled by personnel remaining 
in the department. 

Doyle said his petition is justa 
suggestion. : 

“Pm not out to offend anybody,” 
he said. “I’m looking for a solu- 
tion. The DARE program makes a 
big difference in the kids, and we 
just can’t afford to lose it. I have 
‘a proposal, unlike the mayor, who 
has an ultimatum.” 

Wojtkowski, who was, in execu- 
tive session with the \ School 
Committee until a late hour last 
night, could not be reached . for 
‘comment. . 

“Doyle also disputed Bianchi’s 
contention that $80,000 represents 
little more*than a dot on the city’s 
fiscal landscape. 

‘When we're talking about lay- 
offs, one dollar matters very 
much,” he said. 

City councilors contacted last 
night expressed support. for Do- 
yle’s petition. - 

“re it means 1 take a reduction, 
then I take a reduction,” said City 


Council’ President Imelda C. La- 


Mountain. “However, I also think 
that the DARE program is unique 
and special and cannot be as ef- 


fectively handled by retired 
teachers as it can by trained po- 
lice officers.” 

Councilor at large James R. 
McCaffrey, agreed. 

“{ think we get’ much more 
mileage out of having them in the 
schoals than having them on pa- 
trol duty,” he said of the police 
officers. 

‘But McCaffrey said he thinks 
Doyle's estimate of the savings is 
high. 

“We might be able to cut the 
appointed people’s ‘salaries, but 
some of these department heads 
and sub-department heads ,are 
under contract. Also, it, wouldn’t 
be fair to ask just the city side to 
take cuts. There’s the schools, 
too, and that would be up to the 


‘administration and the School 


Committee. The mayor is only 
one vote there.” 


Ward 2 Councilor Sheila A. 
Polastri said her top priority is 
finding the money to continue the 
DARE program. She also said the 
two police officers who direct it, 
Sgt. Anthony Riello and Officer 
Kim Bertelli-Supranowicz, are 
essential to its effectiveness. 

“Thats not to say somebody 
else couldn’t do it, it’s just that 
there would be a very important 
part missing,” she said. 

In a related development yes- 
terday, police Capt. Cosmo Spez- 
zaferro challenged Polastri’s 
charge that eliminating DARE is 
a “cheap. way” of “bringing 
budget cuts home to people.” 

“This is not a way to bring it 
home to the public,” said Spez- 
zaferro. “It’s real, and they’d bet- 


ter start to believe it.” 

He said it was he — not Wojt- 
kowski — who decided that the 
program had to be cut. He also 
said he will try to assure that 
DARE graduation ceremonies in 
schools are held as scheduled. 

Cutting DARE short enables its 
two officers to return to regular 
beat police work in the next few 
weeks, to fill in for officers who 
are being laid off. While layoffs 
aren't effective until July 1, of- 
ficers must take their accrued 
vacation time and other time off 
before the end of the fiscal year 
June 30. 

Last night, Polastri stood by her 
assertion, saying that the top 
administrators concerned share 
responsibility. 

“TI don’t care whose decision it 
was, it was just wrong,” she said. 
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sraceful exit ves s F209 1% 


\ young girl shows fine form while plummeting down the Super Slide 2 
it the Gillette Shows carnival at the First Street Common in Pittsfield. 


(he carnival opens at 1 p.m. today and will close tonight. 
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Megan Hunter, 3, of Dalton gets a helping hand from Lawrence Mullett, a family friend, at 


the annual fishing derby for youngsters at Wild Acres in Pi 
wv derby f ¢ Ss in P 
Bens sponsored by Friends of Wild Acres and the Department or Paks ane Meera ee 














Cows on Park Square 
will milk visit by Weld 


By Susan C, Phillips 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


BOSTON — A fluke of scheduling will put Gov. William. F. 
Weld in Pittsfield on Thursday on the very day that Berkshire 
dairy cows will be making what could be their first Park Square 
appearance of the century — giving the cows a golden oppor- 
tunity to make political points on behalf of county dairy 
farmers. 

The cows will be in town in support of legislation that would 
establish a surcharge on milk designed to help dairy farmers 
hurt by falling wholesale milk prices. 

Weld will be in town to support Steven D. Pierce, the 
Republican congressional candidate. Pierce, in turn, supports 
the legislation. 

Organizers hope that the governor will at least pay a courtesy 
call on the, cows. Persuasive Republican-leaning dairy farmers 
can then try to sell Weld on the surcharge legislation, which 
has considerable GOP backing — but not from the governor, for 
whom the whole idea reeks of the dreaded T-word: taxes. 

“T have no idea how many cows will be there, but they will be 
sufficient unto the purpose,” said George .S. Wislocki of the 
Berkshire County Natural Resources Council. “These cows are 
not angry. They just want to make’a point.” 

Wislocki said the event was planned before Weld’s schediiea 
trip had been announced. “It’s just too good to be true.” Park 
Square, according to Wislocki, was the site in 1811 of the first 
agricultural fair held in Massachusetts. 

Rep, Shaun Kelly, R-Dalton, will be addressing the group. 
The county’s other Republican legislator, Sen. Jane M. Swift, R- 
North Adams, is expected to accompany the governor. Both 
Kelly and Swift, along with the rest of the Berkshire delegation, 


support the legislation. a / i Cy } 








Having a splash 


Timothy D. DiSilva of Pittsfield cools off in Pontoosuc Lake with his two labrador retrievers, Bo and Shamus. 


_Springside Park F riends | 


making. a difference 


By Gerald B. o’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — James J. Rid- 


dle, president of the Friends of 


Springside Park, says reports of 


| the park’s deterioration are 


greatly exaggerated and that vol- 


.unteers are putting it aright 


again. 

To continue what he says is 
now an established effort to im- 
prove the park, the Friends on 
Saturdaywill conduct a spring 
cleanup around the frog pond 
and the North Little League 
baseball field off Springside Av- 
enue, starting at 9 a.m. 

“We'll welcome any volun- 
teers,” Riddle said, adding that if 


enough appear, some could even 


be. put to work painting the iron 
fence that borders the park. “It 
needs it,” he said. 

Otherwise, workers will be 
asked to trim and clear brush 
around the pond and do other 
jobs of that sort. Those driving 
cars may park around the ball- 
field. 

Pittsfield’s once enviable park 
system and the Department. of 
Parks and Recreation have been 


‘trails and the like. 








jolted in the last decade by, age 
vere reductions in money and 
personnel. The department’s 
budget has dropped from $706,081 _ 
in fiscal 1981 to $184,338 in fiscal 
1991; the full-time staff has 
Shrunk from 27 to seven, and 
seasonal workers are a fraction of 
their former number. : 


At 231 acres, Springside is the 


largest of the city’s parks. An ef- 


fort several years ago to imerest 
residents in “adopting” individ-— 
ual parks as volunteers did not 
work very well, but the Friends of — 
Springside Park have been an 
exception. 


They have enlisted voles . 
to clean much of the park, re- 
move mountains of rubbish, ut 








“We have joggers in the m« 
ings and the picnickers are com- 
ing back,” said Riddle. “We've 
cleaned up around where the 
{children’s] zoo used to be and 
we've got people walking through 5 
there again.” je 

Still on the list of things to da, | 
he said, is to install a sign identi- 
fying the park as Springside. — 
There used to be one, “an old — 
wrought iron one, a nice one,” — 
Riddle said. “I’d like to find 
if anyone can remember wl ere 
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Proud gardener 


Louise Cianflone takes a photo of a oan a digglay of tulips at 
Springside Park. She is a member of the Springside Greenhouse 


Brau which maintains the park’s tulip beds. The - blooms are 
expected to be at their peak this weekend. : 








Besieged Pittsfield parks | 
mere shadow of old days 


By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Anne Everest 
Wojtkowski, who at present is 
mayor of Pittsfield, remembers 
the summer 40 years ago when 
she was an assistant leader at the 
playground on Highland Avenue. 

She still has a picture of herself 
and several other prospective 
leaders “being taught how to 
block dance because we had to be 
able to teach block dancing — 
and a whole lot of other things, 
like softball, square dancing, vol- 
leyball — to the kids who used 
the playgrounds that summer.” 

There were special days when 
children vied for selection as the 
one with the craziest hair-do, the 
one with the funniest costume, or 
the one who could eat the most. 

“It was a very dynamic de- 
partment,” Wojtkowski said. 

Today, most people agree, it is 
a shadow of its former self. It.was 
first hurt in 1981 after the passage 
of tax-limiting Proposition 2%, 
when it suffered a 44 percent 
revenue cut and the loss of an 
even greater percentage of its 
manpower. 

Its fortunes went from bad to 
worse for the next two years, un- 
til state financial aid began to 
restore some, but not all, of its 
lost resources. Then came a 


It is clear that 
state financial 
assistance will not 
bail out Pittsfield. 


management. study of the city and 
its departments by the Washing- 
ton, D.C., consulting firm of 
Cresap, McCormick & Paget, 
which proposed organizational 
changes. 

The two that most people re- 
member were the transfer of 
parks maintenance to the city’s 
Maintenance Department and the 
shift of the park commissioner’s 
responsibilities to broader ones 
under the heading of director of 
community services. 


Whether these consolidations 
were simply bad ideas or ran into 
excessively strenuous resistance, 
most people agree they didn’t 
work very. well. Nevertheless, the 
parks, the playgrounds and the 
recreational programs that: went 
with them remained in operation. 


Now, new blows are reminding 
observers of the first days of 
Proposition 2% cuts, blows dic- 
tated by a poor economy, lack of 
revenue and the commonwealth’s 


own. fiscal crisis, made alarming 
by predictions of a deficit mea- 
sured in billions of dollars next 
year. 

It is clear that state financial 
assistance will not bail out Pitts- 
field or other municipalities as it 
did in the 1980s. 

If the budget for fiscal 1992, 


which starts July 1, remains as it . 


is, the department, which once 
employed as many as 27 full-time 
staffers and nearly 200 seasonal 
workers in’a given year, will be 
down to two full-time’ staff mem- 
bers and an unknown — but small 


— number of summer playground 


Supervisors and park police. 


Its four-man maintenance staff’ 
(in 1951, it employed 17) will be \ 
transferred to the Department of ; 
Public Works, which. itself: has 


been slashed from approximately 
40 workers to 17. 

“We, uSed to have one: of the 
finest park systems in the state, 


and now we’ve gone to hell,” said : 


Clifford J. Nilan, a member of the 
Board of Park Commissioners for 
many years and a former chair; 
man of it. : 

Indeed, there are old records 


that testify to the stature of the. 


city’s network of parks and play- 
grounds, which cover more than 
400 acres and’ include two swim- 
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® PARKS, from Al 

ming beaches, 14 basketball 
courts, two football fields, a track, 
four Little League and seven 
regular baseball diamonds, eight 
softball diamonds and other: ball 


‘fields. At one time, there was a 


children’s zoo. 

But financial woes have not 
been the system’s only nemesis. 
Some believe the city and its bu- 
reaucracy did not recognize that 
change was in the wind and 
therefore were not ready for it. 
These and others: also say that 
changes in lifestyle and’ in pat- 
terns of use among residents have 
had substantial impacts that were 
not entirely within, the’ bureau- 
cracy’s control. 

One problem, suggests Nilan, is 
that “once Proposition 2% hit us 
so drastically, there should have 
been a change in‘our leadership 
role, and there never was. People 
kept going as they had before, as 
rif we had enough money.” 

He dispelled’ the notion, how4 
ever, that money will solve all the 


department's problems. But there | 


is a need for imaginative leader- 
ship and energy. 

“For a minimal amount of 
money,” he said, “we could say 
that for eight or’10 weeks we’re 
going to have a summer program 
for the people who can’t. afford 
the country club or membership 
in private recreation clubs and 
associations. 

“We would get back three times 
what we put into it.” 

Another of the problems con- 
fronting park maintenance and 
public recreation is the percep- 
tion that residents, who once 
flocked to the playgrounds and 
public beaches, don’t care to any 
more. 

“Lifestyles have changed dras- 
tically in the last 40 years,” . said 
Wojtkowski. “Many children no 
longer take advantage of the 
playgrounds. They. have TV or 
pools in their back yards. Fami- 
lies take vacations away from 
Pittsfield. Teen-agers have their 
own automobiles.” 

Nilan and some of his col- 
leagues don’t agree with this, 


even though a fair number of 
people seem to accept it as a 
good analysis. 

Roger Sloper, a member of the 
Board of Park Commissioners 
since being appointed by the late 
Mayor Donald G. Butlér in the 
1960s, feels kinds of use may have 
changed, but not the attraction of 
parks and picnic grounds, 

Furthermore, he says, usage 
trends are cyclical. 

“A lot of young people still use 
the parks,” he said. “In fact, On- 
ota Lake was really heavily used 
last summer. But things —inter- 
ests: — wear off, and everybody 
doesn’t like the same things.” 

The bad reputation that clung 
for a few summers to Burbank 
Park on the edge of Onota. Lake 
— where rowdy teen-agers drank 
and made life unbearable for 
others — has been altered, he 
believes, because of. better polic- 
ing of the park. And the improved 
policing — by summer park po- 
lice and regular city police — has 
been achieved in the face of de- 
clining revenue, he said, a result ¥ 
of improved communication and 
planning. 

Meanwhile, a group of mothers 
who have wanted a modern play- 


ground -for their young children 


have formed an organization of 
volunteers, incorporated under 
the name Kids ‘Common Inc., and 
begun an ambitious fund-raising 
campaign to pay for purchase of 


the kind of equipment needed in 


such a facility. 

Their goal is .$65,000. The 
equipment, made largely of wood, 
is designed’ both for’ safety and 
for imaginative use by children of 
a range of ages, they say. They 
want to buy from the Big Toy 
company. 

So far, there are about 40 active 


‘participants, said one of the four 


chairwomen of the organization, 
Cynthia Cerone, but more would 
be welcome: 


At the downtown Spring Spree 
on North Street yesterday, she 
and others sold hats and sought 
donations and support for the 
playground they want to instal] at 
the Common on First Street. 


Pittsfield parks under Slege .. 


“There was a great deal of in- 
terest,” she said, “and comments 
from several people that it’s 
needed.” Such expressions, she 
suggested, are evidence that 
people, particularly parents with 
growing children, want and ex- 
pect to use public parks. 

The enthusiasm of the Kids 
Common. group — the other 
chairwomen are Deborah Dell- 
inger, Alba Passerini and Sharon 
Semanie — also indicates that 
volunteers can be marshaled in 
Support of such things as parks 
and public recreation programs 
with the proper leadership and 
objectives, said Nilan. 

But the problem, sighed Mayor 
Wojtkowski, is that financing 
what is left of the park and play- 
ground system is extremely diffi- 
cult in light of the city and state 
fiscal crises. 

She is proposing that mainte- 
nance be transferred to the DPW 
“because they both worked effec- 
tively together last year and their 


f priorities are not in conflict. The 


intense parks season is the 
summertime, she said, the DPW 
season the winter. 

But this and her recommenda- 
tion that the post of recreation 
director, held) by John C. 
Marchesi, 65, be eliminated, may 
not be popular ones. It remains to 
be seen, how the City Council and 
the Park Commissioners view 
them. 

And how many parks can be 
opened under’ supervision this 
summer hangs on: the passage of 
the admittedly skeletal budget 
the mayor ‘has put forth for rec- 
reation — $103,638 for personnel 
and related expenses. 

This compares with $184,338 for 
last year, when only 10 of the 
city’s parks, playgrounds and 
beaches were manned. 

“We won’t know until the 
budget is passed,” said Marchesi: 

a 


Police, 
fire jobs 
on line in 


Pittsfield 


Mayor cuts budget 
by $6.4 million 


By Carol Sliwa 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski announced 
yesterday that 53 full-time and 12 
part-time positions — including 
19 firefighters and 15 police of- 
ficers — are targeted for layoffs 
from the municipal side of the 
city budget. 

Additional layoffs are pending 
in the School Department. The 
School Committee voted earlier 
this year to issue layoff notices to 
119 school employees — 102 
teachers and 17 administrators — 
based on a projected $3.4 million 
budget deficit. ; 

The city budget submitted yes- 
terday to the city clerk remained 
consistent with that projected 
figure. : 


Worst case © 


“This is a worst-case budget,” 
Said the mayor, “in that it in- 
cludes the cuts that will have to 
be made should the sewer user 
fee get reinstated {in a special 
election] on June 4,” 

The mayor submitted a budget 
of $62 million yesterday, That was 
$6.4 million less than what the 
city projects it would heed to 
provide the current level of serv- 
ices. The budget goes to the City 
Council for review. The Colineil} 
can make cuts but not additions. 

The layoffs reflect a total of 86.4 
million in budget cuts, But the 
city would have an additionaj $1.9 
million available if the voters. in 
November chose not to, in effect, 
cut that much from the budget 
under the sewer fee issue. 

Wojtkowski said $1 million of 
that sum would go to the schools 
and $900,000 would be returned to 
the municipal side of the budget 
if the sewer -user fee remains 
repealed. 

“I can’t speak for the school 
department,” said the mayor, 
“but if that amount comes to the 
city, among the first positions to 
be restored will be the fire and 


th 
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Youngsters vie 
in annual spring 
fishing derby 


PITTSFIELD — Under fair 
skies and moderate temperatures, 
540 exuberant youngsters 
pounded Wild Acres Pond with a 
variety of natural and artificial 
baits over the weekend as they 
tried mightily to make catches in 
the annual spring fishing derby. _ 

Bernard J. Goclowski, president 
of Friends of Wild Acres, co- 
sponsor of the event with the 
city’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation, said the turnout was 
the biggest since 1985. 

The 403 boys and 137 girls, ages 
6 to 14, who tried their luck 
landed 653 stocked trout. The 
trout were purchased by the 
Friends, thanks to funds from 
members, civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations, and businesses. 


The pond was closed Monday 
but reopened Tuesday for two 
days of fishing for seniors, 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 


John C. Marchesi, recreation 
director, listed the following 
children and their prizes for 
catching tagged trout: Joe Ver- 
chot, 11, tackle box; Matt Don- 
ovan, 13, tackle box; Paul Man- 
zolini, 14, net; Jennifer Smith, 9, 
bait box; Joanie McHugh, 13, rod 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth opens Sunday * 


Pittsfield starts tennis program 


The Pittsfield Department of ‘Parks and Recreation will have a 
public tennis program for youngsters between the ages of 6-15 this 
summer at Lakewood Park on Newell Street. The classes will be held 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from July 1 to Aug. ue 

Registration with the $24 fee must be received by July 1 at the Parks 
Department or on the first day of class. The program will be organized 
by David Bell, tennis professional at Berkshire West Athletic Club in 
Pittsfield. 

There will be two-hour sessions for beginners ages 6-10 and 11-15 and 
for intermediate players ages 11-15. Advanced intermediate players 11- 
15 will have a 90-minute session. 

More information is available from the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, 874 North St. $"- ¢ 3 -Yy. 


ine 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball League is scheduled to open its 


40th season Sunday, with four games in the age 14-15 league and three 
in the 13-year-old league. 

In the 13-year-old league games at the Common on First. Street, 
Goodman and Goodman plays Gildo’s Auto Body at 1, followed by Kay- 
Bee Toys vs. Italian American Club and ‘Lipton Energy vs. Impress 
Printing. : ee 

In the age 14-15 games at Benedict Field, Besse-Clarke plays GEAA 
at 1, followed by Itam' vs. Gillette Shows. At Deming, GE plays Oliver 
‘Auto Body at 1, followed by TUE 255 vs. VF W. Sh: 

Representatives of Besse-Clarke, the only remaining charter sponsor 
in the league, will throw out the traditional opening pitch at Benedict 
Field, — : : 

The annual Jimmy Fund collection will be taken at each game. In 


Se \4A\ 


Greenhouse group 
sets annual plant sale 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group’s annual plant 
Sales will be held Saturday, May 
11, and Sunday, May 19, from 10 to 
4 in the greenhouse behind 
Springside House at 874 N orth St. 

Featured on the list of plants 
for sale this year are greenhouse- 
grown fuschias, geraniums, impa- 
tiens, Pansies and a variety of 
indoor/outdoor: plants. Lots of 
color is the theme this year. 

Visitors to the greenhouse will 
be greeted by a display of color 
provided by 6,000 tulips in full 
bloom. The tulips were planted 
and maintained in the formal 
gardens by the Department of 
Parks and Recreation and the 
Springside Greenhouse Group, 
the group announced. 

A large Dutch windmill, crafted 
by group member Ralph Gionet, 
will dominate the entrance to the 
gardens and create a background 


fe of 
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and reel; Rachel McHugh, 6, 
lures; David Markham, 9, rod and 
reel; Shaun Wheat, 14, bait box; 
Andy Mickle, 8, lures; Kimberly 
Betti, 13, fish bag; Kim Hassan, 9, 
lures. , ee 


the past 11 years, the Pittsfield league has given more than $1,500 to 
the Jimmy Fund. = e. PF 


? 


Pittsfield Senior Babe Ruth signups 


c d Registration for a Pittsfield Senior Babe Ruth team will take place 
Babe Ruth ticket sale is Sun ay on Tuesday, May 28, from 6 to 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North 
i i anual season ticket Street. 
The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League vile eee =r aBnastenieh The team is open to youngsters between the ages of 16 and 18. 
sale Sunday from 11 to es a feae For more information, contact Jim McKenna, 21 Fairfield St. or 
i 14-15-year- . : i ‘ 
Te ee unicers are asked to report to the wo, Bruno Martello, 100 Lucia Drive. SE ro3- FI 
’ : 745 'a.m. 
ment of Parks and Recreation office, 874 North me iv 10 S 


players are asked to report in uniform. o- fel 


The cow show on. Park Square 


Politicians are forever putting on staged 
events that jaded journalists refer to as “dog . 
and pony shows,” but Thursday Berkshire 
County got to see its first cow show. This one, 
organized by George Wislocki of the Berkshire 
Natural Resources Council on Park Square, 
seems to have served its purpose in coalescing 


Olitical opinion behind a bill e ishi 
In other action, Kevin Capizzi had three hits and Ryan Quinto got p p stablishing a 


: vendor’s fee to help the state’s beleaguered 
the win as J. Colvin Glass won 12-6 over Civitan, which got a sitet and dairy farmers. Even Governor William Weld, 


triple from Ben Quinto. ‘ Oe FY who stopped at the show during his Pittsfield 
rounds, seems to have relented on his previous 
opposition to the proposal. There are better 
long-term solutions to the milk-price problem, 
but by the time they go through the political 
hopper and are put in place there may be few 
dairy farmers left in the state to benefit from = 
them. The governor should come out four- 4 
square in favor of this measure. 5-3 2-“79! n 


West Little League results 


le of sharp: pitching performances highlighted opening games 
: eee Little ae as Jeff Tooley struck out 11 in Itam’s 7-3 win 
over Friendly, while Mark Racico fanned 10 as Jimmy s opened a a 
17-2 win over Parkside. Jason Harrington had two hits and two RBI for 
Itam and Jarrod Hansen had three hits for Jimmy’s. 


West Little League results 6 -/3.-<% 


Winning pitcher Jason Harrington hada single, double and triple 
and Aaron Belanger and Rick Molori each drove in two runs.as Itam 
won 20-4: over Silver Screen in the West Little League. 

In other action, Ben Quinto had two doubles, pitched four no-hit 
innings and combined with Nick Delmolino for a two-hitter as Civitan 
won 5-4 over Parkside. Matt Malloy had a double for Parkside. 


West Little League results baw | 
air of homers and James Ba en struck 
ae, an 8-3 win over ee ee LP teense 
i iendly. Also, Sean Ko 
Ben Pigott had a double for Frien 
a Metiohio combined for a two-hitter and Rob Beuth had two 


hits to lead Jimmy's to a 15-0 win over Silver Screen yy aj 


Kevin/Capizzi belted a 
10 as J. Colvin Glass scor: 


West Little League results 


i Itam 
its and Jeff Tooley got the win as 
Ce in Pittsfield West Little League play. 
i lvin. 

i ii es Ballen had three hits for Co \ A 
Lee neat three doubles and winning pitcher ee scne 
day ee singles as Jimmy’s Restaurant beat Civitan a a 
pitehes Ben Quinto and Pete Travis a we ee ee ie 

i ted Silver Screen 21-6 as 
es and Mike Hayes got the win. Aaron Belanger was 
the losing pitcher. : 
J. Colvin defeated Parkside 13 
four RBI, while lg ee 
double for Parkside. a 
Eine citer Ben Quinto had a three-run home run as Civitan 


; ‘ i itcher. 
beat Friendly’s 10-6. Eric Pompi was the losing p a sd) Be g } 


Scott Shove had tw 
_ defeated J. Colvin Gla 


i izzi -for-4 with 
-7 as Kevin Capizzi went 3 for 
¢ the win and losing pitcher Ryan 
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Swinging into summer 


Jason Pothul, 10, on the dock, and friend Matthew Wells, 12, jc ‘Swi ‘ 
boys live on Bull Hill Road in Lanesboro, enjoy an afternoon on a rope swing off Route 7 on Pontoosuc Lake.Both 
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5 : Ty : Qo; Pbe) CZAR erreRRS rans Staff 
thomas Lusa and his wife, Candy, catch a cooling breeze at ture for the day was measured at 81 degrees ‘at Pittsfield 
urbank Park on Onota Lake yesterday. The high tempera- Airport, and higher temperatures are expected today. 























































Pittsfield girls’ teams 2nd in tourney ~ 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recretation 16-and-under,and 12-and-under | 
all-star teams came away with second-place finishes last weekend. in 
the Paul Caouette Scholarship Tournaments hosted by. the East- 
hampton Lassie League. 5 aah Takase 

The 16-and-under team posted a 6-2 record, dropping’an 8-5 decision’ 
to Amherst in the championship game Sunday — Pittsfield’s fifth game 
ofthe day. ies ee 

Pittsfield opened with a 6-3 win over Greenfield A, getting two hits | 
each from Angela O’Connor, Stephanie Ladley and Paula ‘Ciepiela. 
‘Next came a 12-0 loss to the Mid-Atlantic Mustangs from Michigan, who 
outhit Pittsfield’ 17-7. es 

In the loser’s bracket, Pittsfield then won 4-2 over Leominster, as Liz 
Vallone pitched a five-hitter and Ciepiela had three hits. Next came a 
7-3 win over Southampton, fueled by a five-run fourth inning. Ciepiela 
led the way with-a double, triple and three RBI. After a 5-2 win over 
Greenfield B, Pittsfield scored three runs in the bottom of the seventh 
to beat Easthampton 7-6. Ciepiela’s two-run homer tied it, then a triple 
by Kristine Barzousky and a single by Sarah Mitchell won it. Bar- 
zousky also had a single and double. ee 
< ~ Pittsfield avenged its loss to the Michigan team; winning 2-0 on 

Vallone’s one-hitter. Ladley and Michelle Crosier drove in the runs. 

In the final, Amherst scored five runs in the top of the seventh to 
overcome a 5-3 deficit and win the title. : 

The Pittsfield 12-and-under all-stars went 3-2 in their tournament, 
losing 7-2 to South Deerfield in the final. ; : 

Erin Ladley was 3-for-3 with a homer and seven RBI and Leslie 
Ciepiela and Rachel and Rebecca O’Connell both homered in a 26-4 
rout of Hadley. In a 12-2 win over Burrillville, R-I., Beth O’Donnell had 
three hits and four RBI, Kate Righi three hits and three RBI and 
Melissa Davis three RBI. Pittsfield then lost 13-9 to South Deerfield, 
despite three hits and three RBI by Ladley and two hits and two RBI 
from Chris Perkins. The next game was a 6-3 win over Greenfield, as 
Ciepiela had three hits. : 

In the final, Ladley, Rachel O’Connell and Heidi Morehouse had two 
hits each. 

The Pittsfield 14-and-under team also competed and dropped its two 
close games, losing by one, run both times when opponents scored in 
the seventh inning. Danielle Salzarulo and J ennifer St. John each had 
two hits in a 3-2 loss to Northampton, and Salzarulo and Laura Flynn 

had two hits each and Kristen Leonard three RBI in a 7-6 loss to 
Leominster. ; 

The under-16 team will play in the state tournament July 13 in ~ 

Amherst, and the under-12 team July 20-21 in Southampton. &-3S° pre 4 
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Indomitable couple Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


> 
Anthony and Leda Melideo of Pitt ir da Sacae 
: c sfield take their dail i 
Park, a distance of 114 miles. They persist in their eencee hence eerie ye ao 









Tug of the lake : : bsi oa: Eagle Stal 


_ Matthew Schule, 7, of Altamont, N.Y., pilots his toy ship along the shore of nota Lake in Pittsfield. 
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Kids’ Common benefit 

to feature Grover 

* PITTSFIELD = A fund-raising 
concert featuring local singer 
David Grover is planned tomor- 


row from 2 to 4 at the Common on 
First Street, 


The proceeds will benefit the 
Common, a non-profit 


Corrections 


Sunday’s Eagle. ra). 


, community effort to construct a 


i 





Wybe raised through the sale gf hats 
JF-shirts and other items. é 


- Softball. Heath 


Big Toy playground at the Com- 
mon. In ease of rain, the event 
will be at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club. 

Grover will perform from 2 to a, 
followed by Bowey the Clown; 
who will entertain children with 
balloon sculptures from 3:30 to 4. 

Admission is free. Funds will 
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Doing something for the kids 


At a time when the cupboard is bare at City 
Hall, it is encouraging to see a group of volun- 
teer parents raising funds for new playground 
equipment on the First Street Common. The 
amount needed — approximately $65,000 — will 
pay for removal of the old equipment and its 
replacement with new, better and safer equip- 
ment that is also accessible to the handicapped. 
One of the best features of the playground is its» 
location — smack in the middle of town and | 
close to a number of schools and facilities with 
pre-school programs, b- fy- "FF 


Pittsfield Parks girls’ leagues 


Heather Rand, Kristy Conyers and Jody Hollingsworth all homered 
and Kim Boland had three hits and two RBI as the Cardinals. opened 


with a 14-10 win over the Athletics in the Pittsfield Parks girls’ Major 


Division softball. Nicole Rapkowitz. homered and Paula Ciepiela had 
three hits for the Athletics. 

Chalis Polidoro, Dana Hoskeer and Brenda Rathbun each had three 
hits and two RBI as the Dodgers won 10-6 over the Expos. : Kristie 
Marchetto had three hits and three RBI for the Expos. 

In the Minor Division, Annie Wilker’s home run in the bottom of the 
eighth inning gave the Cardinals a 20+19:'win over the Red Sox. 
Maureen Michaels also homered for the Cardinals and Melissa Davis 
for the Red Sox. ¢ 

Renee Stracuzzi had two hits and the game winning RBI as the Blue 
Jays opened with a 5-3 win over the Dodgers. Erin Ladley had two hits 
for the Dodgers. : 

June Blake had a homer and double and Heather Smegal three hits 


as the Giants won 18-12 over the Athletics, which got a homer from 
Kristen Perkins. & j 
eared) “4 } 


Pittsfield Parks 


Kelly Powers had four hits 
the Giants 10-7 in Pittsfield Pp. 


Dept. girls’ results 


and three RBI t 
arks and Recrea 
er Rand tripled for th i 

had two hits and three RBI for the Gianth 


§. 


o lead the Cardinals Past 
tion girls’ Major Division 
€rs while Sarah Mitchell] 


the. Dodgers 10-1 with Martin a 


three hits and two RBI, . ae 


' Pittsfield girls’ Major Division 
The Red Sox and Dodgers took different paths, but both remained 
unbeaten with recent victories in the Pittsfield Parks Department 
girls’ softball Major Division. 
' Kristen Leonard had three hits and drove in two runs to lead the 
» Red Sox to a 6-0 win over the Athletics, which got two hits from Paula 
. Ciepiela. The Dodgers didn’t have it so easy, rallying for a 17-16 win 
* over the Blue Jays. Amy Rembish, Megan Choquette and Heather Lisi 
» each had three hits and four RBI for the Dodgers and Jennifer St. 
John had three hits including a homer, driving in five runs for the 
Jays. i 
In other action, Clara Wilker drove in six runs with a homer and 
three other hits and Jill Gallagher hit a grand slam as the Orioles beat 
the Expos 19-8, while Shelly Wood was 4for-4 with a homer and Noelle 
Taraskiewicz drove in the winning run in the seventh inning as the 
Expos won 8-7 over the Cardinals. In losing causes, Wood drove in 
three runs for the Expos and Caroline Hermann had a homer for the 
Cardinals. aay \ 
Wednesday at Pittsfield High, Danielle Giardina had a three-run 
triple and Laura Flynn pitched the shutout as the Giants posted an 11- 


0 win over the Blue Jays. bro pee Oy 


Singer David Grover will Host a 
benefit concert for the Kids’ 
Common Playground project at 
the Pittsfield Common on June 29. 
The date was incorrect in fast 


as 


Onota Lake snack bar 
PITTSFIELD — The Board of 
Park Commissioners has an- 
nounced that a snack bar is now 
open at Onota Lake, at the new 
beach house, every day fr 
4j ne ee 


m noon 


4) 


Pittsfield beach opens 
PITTSFIELD — The city’s pub- 


lic beach at Onota Lake will be , 


opened beginning today for six 
weeks. ti Kader, 2 
The hours will be 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. seven days a week. 
The beach will be supervised 


| by the Department of Parks and 


cial hours. . 


Recreation staff during the offi- 
G-3r- 91 
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Kids’ Common helpers 
plan weekend at mall 


PITTSFIELD — Members of 
the Kids’ Common project, an ef- 
fort to construct a ‘néw. state-of- 
the-art playground on the Com- 
mon Park in downtown Pittsfield, 
will be available near the food 
court of the Berkshire Mall in 
Lanesboro from Friday to Sunday 
to receive donations and answer 
questions about the proposed 
playground. 

Volunteers stationed at the mall 
booth will be selling Kids’ Com- 
mon T-shirts, neon-colored paint- 
ing hats, punchballs, and tickets 
to an upcoming benefit game fea- 
turing the Pittsfield Méts on Sat- 
urday, July 20. 

For every general admission 
ticket sold in advance, the Kids’ 
Common ‘committee will receive 
$1 toward its goal of $65,000. Also 
available will be a design of the 
proposed playground and site 
plan. The playground equipment 
is to be installed in September, 
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Pittsfield girls’ major division 6///?; 


Colleen Doyle had four hits and four RBI and Jill Gallagher added a 
triple and single and drove in three runs as the Orioles won 18-3 over 
the Athletics in the Pittsfield Parks Girls’ Major Division softball. 
Vauirem Gause hit a homer for the Athletics. 

Danielle Salzarulo hit a grand slam and drove in seven runs for the 
Expos, who scored 1] runs in the seventh inning of a 21-7 win over the 
Blue Jays. Kristie Marchetto added two doubles and three RBI for the 
winners, and Erin Hinkell had a double and two RBI for the Jays. 


Pittsfield West Little League 


Ryan Quinto struck out 12 en route to a three-hit shutout, leading J. 


Colvin Glass to a 9-0 win over Parkside in the Pittsfield West Little 
' League. Quinto also had a single and double and Cory O’Brien a 


» homer for the winners. Colvin also scored a 12-3 win over Civitan, as 
_ Ryan Melle led the way with a double’ and single. Jeff Baumann got 


the win and Pete Travis had a single and double for Civitan. 


In other action, Sean Robertson had three hits including a two-run 


’ homer, and Mark Racicot got the win as Jimmy’s won 8-2 over Itam; 
| Mike Hayes had a triple and single and Jerome Sistrunk got the win as 


Parkside won 13-5 over. Silver Screen; winning pitcher Jason Har- 
rington had a single, double and triple and Bryan Hashim a triple and 
single as Itam won 18-4 over Friendly and winning pitcher Shawn 


' McDonough had a double and two singles and Pete Travis a single and 


two doubles as Civitan won 18-4 over Friendly. 


In losing causes, Derek Jones had a homer for Friendly against 


| Civitan, Erie Pompi had two hits for Friendly against Itam and Jeff 
- Tooley had a single and double for Itam. 


6-12.-41 


Pittsfield girls’ minor league 


The Blue Jays and Red Sox both won two recent games in the 


Pittsfield Recreation girls’ softball minor league. 

For the Jays, Julie Boynton had a homer and the game-winning RBI 
and Casey Rekeda added three hits in a 7-6 win over the Red Sox, 
while Beth O’Donnell had four hits and Mary Beth Berube a homer in 
a 21-5 win over the Giants. Julie Pellerin homered for the Red Sox and 
Kristen Massimiano had three hits for the Giants. 

In the Red Sox wins, Heidi Morehouse, Melissa Davis and Melissa 
Cook all homered in a 12-8 win over the Giants, and Morehouse had 
two homers and two RBI in an 11-9 win over the Expos. Kate Righi had 
three hits for the Expos. 

In other action, Maureen Michaels had a homer and four RBI and 


Leslie Ciepiela two hits as the Cardinals won 19-2 over the Expos, 


which got a homer from Angela Menin. 


N orth league picks tournament team 


The North Little League recently selécted the players for its annual 
age 11-12 tournament team. Players on the squad include Scott Sulock, 
Joe Bateman, Ed Ferris and Brock Anello from the Elks; Joel Barscz 
and Dale Connor from Besse-Clarke; Tony Marano, Jake Kellar, Pat 
Engle and Kevin Vincent from Daye’s Sporting Goods; Dave Barber 
and Rick Rando from Colt Insurance; Justin Porter from Allessio 
Masonry and Kevin Hover from Fire Dept. 

In recent league play, Besse-Clarke and the Elks each posted two 
wins. Besse-Clarke defeated Allessio 12-3 behind Connor’s three hits. 
Barsez was the winning pitcher and added a home run. Besse’s also 


‘defeated Golt Insurance 7-3. John Beattie was the winning pitcher with | 


Connor.and Barscz each collecting two hits for the winners. 

The Elks defeated the Fire Dept. 5-4. Tom Pierce was the winning 
pitcher while R.J. LeBeau led the offense with two hits including a 
double. Paul Zwinglestein had two hits, including a triple, for Fire 
Dept. The Elks also stopped Colt Insurance 5-1, John Bateman winning 
the game with a one-hitter. ; 

In other action, Dave’s. edged Colt 6-5. Kellar was the winning 
pitcher and added a three-run home run for the winners. Allesio’s 
bombed Dave’s 22-4 with Tom Allessio leading the winners with four 
hits. Engle and Kellar hit home runs for Dave’s. a 

The Fire Dept defeated the Police Dept. 5-3 behind winning pitcher 


Hover, who had two hits along with teammate Zwinglestein. ald, ~ Py 














































































Underground utility 


A Petricca Construction Co. crew buries a vault 
containing a new electrical distribution box at Park 
Square yesterday. The box, which will provide power 
te televise the Fourth of July Parade, stirred some 


Joe! Librizzi/ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


: 77-3 
controversy last year when officials had it installed 
above ground. One environmentalist termed ii ‘ugly 
beyond belief.’ Now, only a few inches of ihe vault 
will be visible above ground. 
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Former city engineer James J. Riddle outside the log cabin he is remodeling at Wild Acres in Pittsfield. 


Sprucing up neglected parks in city 
a labor of love for laid-off engineer 


By D:R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Since his layoff from the 
city engineer’s office in April 1990, James J. 
Riddle has not been letting grass — par- 
ticularly. the grass in the city’s parks — 
grow under his feet. 

On most, days, Riddle can be found, at 
Wild Acres.on South Mountain Road doing 
all sorts of jobs and trying to come up with 
ways to increase usage of not only Wild 
Acres, but all Pittsfield’s parks. 


“This is one of my biggest loves,” said 
Riddle, a former chairman of the Conser- 
vation Commission and now its unpaid 
conservation properties manager. “I’m 
remodeling the inside of the log cabin, and 
I repainted the outside with the help of 
Erin Tarjick. Since the cuts in the Parks 
Department budget, the grass has been 
growing like crazy. I know everybody’s do- 
ing their best) but when you couldn’t see 
the picnic tables anymore, I said ‘that’s 
enough’ and got hold of a riding mower.” 


Aside from painting, mowing and build- 
ing, Riddle also has kept busy by “recy- 
cling” some of the old fireplaces at Wild 
Acres by reconfiguring their concrete sides 


and backs into platforms for new campfire 


rings. 

One of Riddle’s favorite activities, 
though, is collecting materials for his 
projects. During the past year, he collected 
hundreds of items of all kinds that other 
people threw aways. ~~ 

“The biggest thing was this brainstorm I 
had a few weeks ago,” he said. “I figured at 
least half of the stuff came from the trash 
routes, so why not follow them?” 


Treasures in trash 


Four days each week, Riddle gets up 
extra early and drives just ahead of the 
trucks on the city’s four rubbish pickup 
routes looking for things that might come 
in handy either immediately or on the 
weekend after Labor Day, when he plans 
“one: big monster tag sale” with the pro- 
ceeds to benefit the Friends of Wild Acres. 


Some of his more unusual finds include 
“what has to be one of the original vibrat- 
ing chairs, the ones with the big motors on 


them.” 


He also has learned that the hunting is 
best on the first day of each month because 
leases expire, and people often would 
rather leave a heavy or bulky item behind 
than move it. 


“T can’t believe some of the things people 
throw out,” he said. “Things that just need 
a little repair to work fine. Stereos — one 
was so good I gave it to my daughter. I 
figure I can collect 500 or 600 things and 
just put them out at the sale for $1, so 
people won’t have to wonder whether they 
want to spend’ five or six bucks on some- 
thing or not. The Friends of Wild Acres can 
utilize the money, and maybe the sale will 
get some people out here to see what the 
place is like.” 

A tree-clearing project on an approach to 
Pittsfield Municipal Airport also has ad- 
vanced Riddle’s fund-raising plans. He 
aims to stack the wood and sell it for “$25, 
$30 a truckload — serve yourself.” 

Last week, Riddle discovered a cache of 
mesh lawn chairs that had been set by the 
side of a street for the trash pickup. 

“1 took them and set them around the 
pond for people to use. If they break or get 
stolen, what the heck? They didn’t cost 


anything.” 


Riddle figures that he spends 40 to 50 
hours per week in the parks, and he says 
he has noticed “a rebirth of interest” in 
them. 

“Phere are lot‘of people who care,” he 


said. Fas é C.. “ff 
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Champions again 
The Pittsfield 12-and-under 


girls’ softball team recently 


won their second straight state championship. The team 


will be competing this weekend along wit 


two. other 


Pittsfield all-star teams at the fourth annual Pittsfield 
Girls’ Softball League slow-pitch tournament being held at 
the Softball Complex. Members of the state title team are, 
from left, FIRST ROW —. Maureen Michaels, Katie Hickey, 


Complex will host girls’ soft 


Three Pittsfield teams will act 
as hosts this weekend at the 
Softball Complex during play in 
fhe Pittsfield Girls’ Softball 
» League’s 4th annual slow-pitch 
| tournament. A total of 18 teams 

from New England and New York 
jowill participate with games 
| scheduled in 12, 14 and 16-and- 
| under divisions. 

The Pittsfield 14-and-under 
team is the defending champion 

in that division and are sched- 
} uled to begin play in the tour- 
l‘nament on Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 
‘against North Kingston (R.1.). The 
Pittsfield 14s will play again at 6 


Pittsfield 13s reach cour 


Pittsfield remained unbeaten 
and North Adams made it to the 
loser’s bracket final as each won 
games yesterday in the Berkshire 
County Babe Ruth age 13 baseball 


tournament. 


Pittsfield, now 3-0. in the tour- 
nament, scored a run in the home 
seventh inning to edge Southern 
Berkshire 5-4 in a game played at 
the Benedict Road field in Pitts- 
field. The Pittsfield squad now 
advances to the championship 
game Sunday at 1 p.m. at Bene- 


dict. 


Also yesterday, North Adams’ 
Dean Prenguber hurled a seven- 
hitter to highlight a 4-0 win over 
Dalton at Joe Wolfe Field in 


North Adams. 


Southern Berkshire and North 
Adams will play in the loser’s 
bracket final Friday at 5:30 at Joe 
Wolfe Field. The winner goes to 
Sunday’s. county final against 
Pittsfield. A Pittsfield win 
clinches the title. A Pittsfield loss 
forces a second, winner-take-all 


game Sunday. 


_p-m. 


on Saturday against the 
Bedford Hill, (N.Y.) Patriots. On 
Sunday, the Pittsfield 14s will 
play the Brooklyn Saints at 10:30 
a.m. and Greenfield at 1:30 p.m. 

The Pittsfield 16-and-under 
team will begin play Saturday at 9 
a.m. against Fairlawn (R.1). The 
second game will’ be at 3 p.m. 
against the Brooklyn Saints with 
the final Saturday game sched- 
uled’ for 9 p.m, ‘against the PAL 
Bullets of Shirly, N.Y. The Pitts- 
field 16s will play on Sunday at 3 
p.m. against Hasthampton. 

The. Pittsfield 12-and-under 
team, which won. their second 


Babe Ruth tourney 


The Berkshire County Babe 
Ruth age 14-15 tournament will 
pick up again on Saturday with 
two games scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Dalton will play Adams at Renf- 
rew Field while Pittsfield travels 
to play Southern Berkshire at 
Memorial Field in Great Bar- 
rington. 


Pittsfield 5, S. Berkshire 4 
PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield was 


outhit 10-5 but took advantage of 


Southern Berkshire errors to 
score four unearned runs, the last 
_one the game-winner in the sev- 
enth inning. 


Pittsfield, which had trailed 4-1. 
in the fourth, came back to tie the 
game at 44 with single runs in 
the fourth, fifth and.sixth innings: 
The winning run in the seventh 
was scored by Eric Rekeda, who 
came on to pinch run for John 
Duda, who ledoff the inning with 


a single. 
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Mary Beth Berube, Rachel O’Connell, Kathleen Berube and 
Rebecca O’Connell. SECOND ROW — Leslie Ciepiela, Beth 
O’Donnell, Casey Rekeda, Kate Righi, Erin Ladley, Kristen 
Perkins, Erin Michaels and Julie Boynton. THIRD ROW — 


Coaches Wayne Ciepiela, Bill 


Wayne Rekeda. Also on:the 


Melissa Davis, Marianna Eddy 


straight state championship this 
past weekend, will begin play 
Saturday at 9 a.m. against North- 
ampton and will follow that with 
a 1:30 p.m. game against Amherst. 
Pittsfield finishes play on Sat- 
urday with a game against Lew- 
isboro (N.Y.) at 7:30 p.m. Pitts- 
field will play Sunday at 3 p.m. 
against Greenfield. 


Division winners will. be de- 
termined. by overall record. If 
there is a tie for first place a tie- 
breaker system will be put into 


use. Should the tie-breaker. sys- 
tem fail to determine a ‘winner 
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Rekeda stole second base and 
moved to third base on a ground 
ball. Tim Latini then hit a sharp 
grounder to third base that 
handcuffed the fielder and al- 
lowed the winning run to score. 

Southern Berkshire took a 2-1 
lead in the second inning on RBI 
singles by Brad Hunt and Tom 
Soules and extended that lead to 
4-1 in the fourth inning on RBI 
singles by Hunt and Shawn Hlliot. 


Pittsfield, however, chipped 
away at that lead. Mike Jones 
ripped an RBI single to cut the 
lead to 4-2 in the fourth while 
John Krol scored from third base 
on a passed ball in the fifth to 
pull Pittsfield within one. 


The tying run scored in the 
sixth when Kevin Steele walked, 
moved to third base on two 
ground balls, and scored on an 
error. y 

Jones pitched a complete game 
for Pittsfield, allowing 10 hits 
while walking two and striking 
out two. Craig Paul, Brian Wilson 
and Soules all pitched for South- 


ball 


Michaels, Tom Hickey and 
team but not pictured are 


and Heidi Morehouse. 


Wash 
event 


then a playoff game will take 
place. 


North Adams tournament 


The Northern Berkshire Girls’ 
softball all-star tournament. will 
begin today with games sched- 
uled in North Adams at Freeman 
Park and the North Adams State 
College athletic complex. 

Games today include Dalton vs. 
North Berkshire at Freeman 


Field at 6 p.m. and Great Bar- 
rington against Lee at the North 


Adams State complex, also at 6 
p.m. 


Lisl 


ty final 


ern Berkshire, which was led by 
Hunt’s three hits. 


North Adams 4, Dalton 0 


NORTH ADAMS — Prenguber 
struck out nine and walked three 
and received a boost from an er- 
rorless defensive effort by his 
teammates, Quami Willingham, 
who made a great catch in left 
field to preserve a 6-5 victory over 
Adams on Monday inight, was at 


first base last’night and helped . 


preserve the shutout by knocking 
down a line drive with two run- 
ners in scoring position, making 
the play at first to end the game. 


Jim Thomas had an RBI single 
for the winners in the second 
inning,’then Nick Medina’s ‘two- 
run double in the third lifted 
North Adams to a 3-0 lead. In the 
fifth inning, Prenguber reached 
on an error, stole second and 
third and scored on a wild pitch. 

Matt White had three hits, and 
pitched a complete game for Dal- 


ton while Chris Kirk added two 
hits. 


pend Ue | 
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| LEOMINSTER — The Pittsfield 
"all-stars stayed alive in the Babe 
Ruth 13-year-old state tournament 
| last night at McLaughlin Field, 
| drubbing host Leominster 10-1 
| behind the» strong .pitching of 
Mike Jones. gies 

'. Pittsfield, which won this year’s 
| Berkshire’ County title, opened 


the tournament’ Sunday on the 
short end of) a 14-2 decision 


against. two-time defending state 
champion Westfield. : 3 


However, the team came. back 
in’ the double-elimination - tour- 
nament Tuesday night with a 
come-from-behind 12-8. win over 
Central Massachusetts and fol- 


fowed that lefipat ctast night wath 


inster. 


: Fas ES we +) % 
o} Pittsfield will play Again tonight © 


at "7 against the ‘loser’ of last 
night’s game between Westfield 
and Tom Ash. That contest began 
following ‘the conclusion of the 
Pittsfield-Leominstér game. 


its impressive win over Leom- pS 


[Pittsfield 13-year-old Babe Ruth stars st 


Pittsfield 10, Leominster 1 
« Jonés hurled & gem last night te 


~ keep’ Pittsfield alive: Jones,-who 
allowed. an unéarhed run in the. 
‘first inning; went on to allow only 


three hits while striking out three 
arid walking five. : 


Pittsfield, which took advantage 


a alive into inn 


of 12 walks; Gumped ‘on Leémin- 
ster for-three funs:in ‘the first: 


inning. The big hit was a two-run © “the 


single by John Krok <=). Te 
Other“offensive ‘stars for Pitts: 

field ‘included Dave-arrell and,» 

Mike. Doyle. Farrel! had three 

hits, two”'runs scored and two 

RBI. Doyle walked four. times and 


Pittsfield team stays 


l@ RUTH, from C1 

innings only to see its opponent. 
Fally, for a 7-5 lead’ after six in- 
“nings. But Pittsfield put up seven 

runs in the seventh frame for a 
_ 12-7 lead, with Central’ Mass. 

touching Pittsfield starter Fiedler 
_ fora solo score in its last at-bat, 


Kevin Steele began Pittsfield’s 
seventh-inning rally with a lead- 
off single and capped the scoring 
in the inning with an RBI single. 
In between his’ two hits, high- 
lights in the inning included a 
squeeze bunt RBI by Jones, an 
RBI single by Tim Latini and a 


bases-loaded walk issued to Far-. 


rell. 


Fiedler, who struggled with his 
control and issued nine walks, 
did not: allow a hit until the fifth 
inning and finished. with five 
strikeouts. He. and Steele led 
Pittsfield with two hits each 
while Farrell added two RBI. 

On Sunday, two-time defending 


am lf —G) 
alive 


state champion Westfield scored 
five runs in the top of the first 
inning en route to its 14-2 win. 
Pittsfield responded with a run in 
the bottom of the inning to slice 
the lead to 5-1. 

Westfield added a run in the 
second and two more in the third 
to expand the margin to 98-1. 
Pittsfield came back with a run in 
the fourth inning, but the de- 
fending champs scored six more 
runs in thetop of the sixth to put 
the game away. 

Fiedler had two of Pittsfield’s 
three hits and one RBI. 
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Robert Nicholas and Peter Cravish find relief from the hea 


Park yesterday. 


-Elks win North Little League title “" 


, The Elks won their final four league games to capture the North 
Little League championship. The lighlight for the Elks in that stretch 
‘of games was a combined no-hitter by Ed Ferris and Brock Anello in a 
“9-0 win over the Police Department. I Sak, 

¢.. Phe-final North Little League standings are as follows: Elks Club 17- 
‘1, Dave's Sporting, Goods 12-6, Besse-Clarke 12:6, Colt Insurance 9-9 
Allessio Masonry 9:9, Fire Department 3-15, Police Department 1-17... 


pitching win. Bateman won: again and’added four hits in an 11-3 win 
over Colt, which had two hits from Dave Barber. Bateman had five hits 
_and Ferris two home runs in a 20-1 rout of Allessio. ; 

Colt won three games in recent play. Tony Sadowy was the Winning 
pitcher and had three hits ina 13-8 win over Fire Department, which 
had a home run and a double from Ken Hover. Sadowy won again and 

: Barber colleeted three hits in a 16-6 win over Dave’s. Jeff Oboyski was 
- the winning pitcher for Colt in 210-8 victory over the Fire Department 
| Angel Torrez had three hits forthe firemen. ‘ 

Besse-Clarke also won three gaimes to end the season. Adam Ander- 
* son nailed down the pitching win and Joel Barsez had three hits in an 
, 8-2: win over the Police. Barsez was the winning pitcher and had’ a 

home run ina 9-1 win over Allessio’s. Dale Connor added three ‘hits 
for the Winners. Barsez homered and. was the winning pitcher again in 
| a 10-9 victory against the Police: 

In other action, Dave’s defeated Besse-Clarke 6-3 behind Tony 
| Marano, who was the winning pitcher while adding three hits. Al- 
: lessio’s put out the Fire Department 8-2, with Justin McCullough the 
, Winning pitcher and Tom Allessio getting two hits. In a battle of 
fi departments, Fire defeated Police 74, Paul ‘Zwinglestein. was the 


t winning pitcher while Fred Conyers had three hits for Police. 


 » 
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ittsfield Maven Anne Everest Wojtkowski and GE 
alfun Society President gene Bresnahan discuss. 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


renovations that are being planned for the Park 
Department’s Springside House. 
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Volunteers to spruce up Springside House 


By D.R. Bahlman 
¥ _ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Springside House, a 
ity landmark since the late 19th cen- 
ury, will be given a new coat of paint by 
nore. than 100 volunteers during « a day- 
ong operation on Sept. 21. . 

The’ project, which was éonceived by 
sity officials and members ‘of the*Elfun 
Society at GE, was annouriced yesterday 
at, Springside House by Mayor Anne Ev- 
arest’ Wojtkowski and representatives of 


the society and GE. 


R.-Bruce Farren, GE’s manager of 
community relations, said that paint and 

- other materials needed for the job will 
be ‘purchased with $15,000 donated by 
the local GE businesses and the Elfun 
Society, a national organization of GE 


executives formed to. maintain the com- , 


pany’s traditions and be active in com- 
munity service. 


“It takes more than sweat equity to get 
something like this accomplished,” Far- 


ren said. 


Jane Bresnahan, president of the 
Pittsfield chapter of the Elfun Society, 
said that the project will be directed by 
Irwin T. “Tom” Renak Jr. and is an 
outgrowth of the society’s “Share to 
Gain” program. 


She said organizers hope to see the 
job completed in one day. 
“That way, the volunteers. can see 
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Springside House reflects in Fae Bresnahan’ Ss sunglasses. | 
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New paint job coming 
for Springside House 


@ ELFUN, from B1 - 


what they've accomplished,” 
said. “It’s very rewarding.” 

Some work has already been 
done on Springside House by 
James Russo, a retired GE car- 
penter. Russo replaced a column 
and several of the wooden grates 
on the wide porch that surrounds 
much of the house. 

The society regularly under- 
takes summer projects, said 
Bresnahan. In 1989, Elfun volun- 
teers refurbished Louison House 
in Adams, a shelter for the 
homeless.. eae 

“We feel very fortunate,” said 
Roxanne Spence, chairman of the 
city’s Parks Commission. “If it 
wasn’t for [the society], I don’t 
know when this would have been 
done.” E 

Wojtkowski, citing budget con- 
straints, agreed. 

“It didn’t look like ‘the city 


could handle this,” she said. “It’s 
such a beautiful building and we 


“feel great gratitude to the Elfun 


Society and GE for helping to 
preserve it.” 

By the time the painting begins, 
Springside House will have a new. 
roof, said Robert B. Tone, the 
city’s purchasing agent. Wojt- 
kowski said that the city budget 
contains about $25,000 for the roof 
project, which she said is essen- 
tial. 

“It’s like the old joke: Don’t buy 
a new carpet if the roof leaks,” 
she said. “To justify the effort of 
these volunteers, it has to be 
done. It’s been needed for years.” 

The mayor said that the actual 
cost of the new roof may be less 
than what is budgeted for it. 

“The $25,000 is just an esti- 
mate,” she said. 


Volunteers welcome 


Bresnahan said that volunteers 
from the community are welcome. 
Serapers and painters are 
needed, she said, as are food and 
beverages for the crew. Anyone 
who wishes: to volunteer may do 
so by contacting her or Renak. 
The rain date forthe project is 
Sept. 22. 

The house was built in the late 
1870s by Francis and William 
Davol, who were brass manufac- 
turers from New York City. At the 
turn of the century, it was pur- 
chased by Clarence Stephens of 
New York. 


Started with 10 acres 


In 1910, what was then de- 
scribed as “a pleasant 10 acres of 
land,” was purchased by the late 
Kelton B. Miller, publisher of The 
Eagle, and donated to the city . 


“Miller stipulated that the city 
acquire additional, land to en- 
large: what. then was known as 


Abbott Park and in 1912 gave the 


city. another 2. acres toward that 
end. The name Springside. be- 
-eame official for the park early in 
the 1920s. 


In 1939, Kelton Miller’s sons, 
the late Lawrence K. and Donald> 
B: Miller,. donated to-the city 74°. 
acres and the house, which was 
renamed: Springside House and 
has been the eae Department's 
a 


ay 


and city: purchases, and: 
oles ie acres: g ; 
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Gildo’s wins city ‘13s’ 
Babe Ruth League title 


PITTSFIELD — Gildo’s Auto Body scored 11 runs in the first 
three innings and went on to defeat Kay-Bee Toys 15-6 last 
night in a one-game playoff for the second-half championship of 
the Pittsfield 13-year-old Babe Ruth League. 

The win gives Gildo’s the overall title. Gildo’s had won the 
first half with an 8-0 record. The two teams finished the second 
half tied with 6-1 records. 

Kay-Bee took an. early 1-0 lead in the top of the first when 
- John Duda singled, advanced on an error and scored on two 

consecutive ground outs. : ; : 

But Gildo’s bounced back in the bottom of the inning, as Tim 
Latini, Dave Farrell and Kevin Steele all stroked RBI singles to 

help give Gildo’s a 4-1 lead. ss 

In the top of the second, Kay-Bee tied the game with three 
runs: Jim Hanna, Billy Auger and Steve Shambo all had. key hits 
‘in the rally. 

Gildo’s took the lead back in the bottom of the inning with a 
home run by Tim Scott to make the score 5-4. 

Tom Daley’s RBI single tied the game again for Kay-Bee in 
the top of the third. 

But the first-half champs erupted for six runs in the bottom of 
the third inning to take over the game for good, 11-5. Mike 
Doyle had a double, while Farrell, Steele and Rory Hayes all 
had RBI singles for Gildo’s. 

Steele had three hits for the winners, while Doyle, Latini and 
Farrell each had two. Duda had three hits for Kay-Bee, Hanna 
two.} ae , 

Mike Doyle picked up the win for Gildo’s, pitching the final 
four innings. Auger went the distance in taking the loss for Kay- 
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Pittsfield Mets 1991 Home Games 


7/30 Mets vs. Elmira Pioneers, 7 p.m. 

7/31 Mets vs. Elmira Pioneers, 7 p.m. 

8/ 2 Mets vs. Batavia Clippers, 3 & 7 p.m. 

8/ 8 Mets vs. Oneonta Yankees, 7 p.m. 

8/10 Mets vs. St. Catherine’s Blue Jays, 7 p.m. 

8/11 Mets vs. St. Catherine’s Blue Jays, 3 p.m.: 

8/12 Mets vs. Jamestown Expos, 7 p.m. 

8/13 Mets vs. Jamestown Expos, 7 p.m. 

8/14 Mets vs. Utica Blue Sox, 7 p.m. 

8/15 Mets vs. Utica Blue Sox, 7 p.m. 

8/22 Mets vs. Oneonta Yankees, 7 p.m. 

8/23 Mets vs. Oneonta Yankees, 7 p.m. 

8/24 Mets vs. Erie Sailors, 7 p.m. 

8/25 Mets vs. Erie Sailors, 3 p.m. 

8/30 Mets vs. Watertown Indians, 7 p.m. 

8/31 Mets vs. Watertown Indians, 7 p.m. 

9/ 1 Mets vs. Utica Blue Sox, 3 p.m. 

9/ 2 Mets vs. Utica Blue Sox, 1:30 p.m. 

%/ 4 Mets vs. Oneonta Yankees, 7 p.m. «& f 
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Pittsfield softball team 
wins another state title 


The. Pittsfield girls’: 12-and+ 
under softball all-star team won 
their second straight A.S.A. slow- 
pitch state title Sunday night, de- 
feating South Deerfield 84 in the 
championship game at Conant 
Park in Southampton. Pittsfield 
also defeated South Deerfield by 
a 5-4 score earlier on Sunday and 
finished. the tournament un- 
defeated. 

After dropping the’ morning 
game, South Deerfield was put 
into the losers’ bracket and 
needed to defeat the Pittsfield 
team twice to win the title. 


Pittsfield was state champion 
last year and followed that with a 
trip to the national tournament 
held in Mississippi. The team will 
not take that same route this 
year, having decided before the 
season began not to take on the 
added load of having to. raise 
roughly $15,000 to fund the trip to 
the nationals, which this year is 
in Hurst, Texas. 

Leslie Ciepiela was the winning 
pitcher for Pittsfield in both 
games, collecting two hits in the 
championship game while driving 
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in the game-winning run in the 
opener. 

Top offensive players in the ti- 
tle game’ also included Kate 
Righi, who had two hits and two 
RBI and Erin Ladley, who had 
two RBI. Melissa Davis had two 
singles and one RBI while Mary 
Beth Berube tripled and drove in 
one run. Rebecca O’Connell had 
two hits while Beth O’Donnell 
came up with an RBI double. 

In the morning game, Pittsfield 
led 4-0 only to see South Deer- 
field come back and tie the game 
with three runs in the visitors’ 
seventh. But Ciepiela, who had 
four RBI in the game, drove in 
the winning run for Pittsfield in 
the home seventh. O’Connell sin- 
gled to start the inning and 
moved to second on an error 
prior to Ciepiela’s hit. 

O’Connell added two hits for 
the winners while O’Donnell 
added one: hit, two runs scored 


and one RBI. 3-4 


Councilors, volunteers to canvass for 


PITTSFIELD — Members of 
the City Council will join forces 
with about 75 volunteers Saturday 
morning from 9 to noon in a door- 
to-door citywide blitz, collecting 
bottles and selling raffle tickets 
for the Kids’ Common play- 
ground. ge 

Councilors James R. MeCaffrey, 
Gerald’ S. Doyle Jr., Wilbert N. 
Stockton, Sheila A. Polastri, Eric 
S. Biss, Bernard J. Goclowski and 
ye P. Anderson will pitch in for 


Group or 


the effort to raise funds for the 
$40,000 playground to be built at 
the Common. 


“T think it’s important for us to 
support these: community efforts; 
especially now that the city has 
no money for this kind of thing,” 
McCaffrey said. oe 


“The kids really need *this,” 
Doyle said. “Pittsfield really 
needs this. playground.” 

Saturday night also will be 


Kids’ Common night at Wahconah 
Park, where the project will re- 
ceive a portion of the gate re- 
ceipts from the Pittsfield Mets 
game. 

Designed in the continuous- 
play style, similar to structures in 


Williamstown, Dalton, Lanesboro 


and lee, the playground will 
serve children enrolled in pro- 
grams at the YMCA, Boys’ and 
Girls? “Club, Christian Center, 
Catholic Youth Center and Girls 


anizes to police 


blighted Wahconah Park 


PITTSFIELD — The littered and vandalized Wahconah Park 
playground may be rescued by a group of neighbors and area 
businessmen who are organizing for the effort. 

“We want to form a neighborhood support group to get the 
park in shape,” said Donald R. Valenti, owner of Berkshire 
Roofing and Insulation Co. at 77 Park St. “But we still have to 


get organized.” 
Valenti and some 15 ot 


her abutters and ‘neighbors to the 


playground attended last night’s Park Commission meeting to 
announce their plans and seek support. 

According to Roxanne L. Spence, chairman of the commis- 
sion, the fledgling group plans to set up a specific meeting soon 
to address area concerns. The date has not yet been set, she 


said. 


The subject of a recent Eagle article, the Wahconah Park 
playground has become home to nighttime pranksters who use 
the park for drinking, vandalism and drug activity. Neighbors 
and nearby businesses have been vandalized as well. 

“Over the next couple of weeks, we’re going to do the best we 
can to get something going there,” Spence said, adding that she 
hoped the interest expressed at yesterday’s meeting would. 
translate into a long-term plan for the park. 

“We can’t just have a one-time improvement,” she said. “We 


need people to stay interested on an ongoing basis.” 
“ Valenti said some initial recommen 


dations for the park will 


most likely include a light, repairs to the fence and new hoops 
for the basketball courts. 
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playground)! 
Ped oe I, 
Ine. It will feature areas espe- 
cially designed for handicapped 
youngsters and toddlers. 

The city has already pledged 
$40,000 in Community Develop- 
ment Block Grant funds to make 
the restrooms at the Common ac- 
cessible to the handicapped and 
to install new fencing and land- 
scaping. However, these public 
funds cannot be used for the 
playground equipment. 


Kids’ Common volunteers so far 
have raised about $20,000 toward 
their goal, including a $10,000 gift 
from: GE. Kay-Bee Toy & Hobby 
Shops has issued a community 
challenge, under which they will 
match 25 cents on the dollar for 
money raised by Saturday. 

“We really need to make a big 
push on Saturday, because it’s 
the last day of the Kay-Bee chal- 
lenge,” said Marlee Barry, one of 
the event’s organizers. “In effect, 
we'll be getting more than 6 cents 
per can, instead of just a nickel.” 

Volunteers will be covering as 
much, of the city as possible by 
going door to door, but people 
who. want to drop bottles off or 
purchase a raffle ticket may do so 
either at the Big Y supermarket 
on West Street: until noon or at 
Liquors Ine. at 485 Dalton Ave. 
until 1. 

Anyone interested in volun-- 
teering should meet at the Big Y 
at 8:30 a.m., Barry said. Young- 
sters will be matched with adult 
drivers, who will be assigned 
routes at that time. All young 
people participating will be su- 
pervised by an adult, she added, 
and volunteers will receive free 
soda and pizza for their efforts. _» 
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Pittsfield team prepares to defend title 


The Pittsfield Girls’ 12-and-under All-Stars will defend their state 
softball championship this weekend in a tournament in Southampton. ; 
' The team is led by returnees Leslie Ciepiela, Beth O’Donnell, 
Maureen Michaels, Mary. Beth Berube, Kathleen Berube, Rachel 
O’Connell and Erin Ladley. Newcomers also expected to contribute 
are Katie Hickey, Julie Boynton, Mellisa Davis, Casey Rekeda, Mari- 
anna Eddy, Erin Micheals, Heide Morehouse; Kris Perkins and Kate 
Righi. 

The team will begin play in the eight-team, double-elimination 
tournament today at Conant Park. The championship game is tomor- 
row afternoon, also at Conant Park. 

The winner of the tournament is eligible to participate in the 
national 12-and-under softball tournament. oh a / & i 


Pittsfield girls 2nd in state tourney _ 


The Pittsfield Recreation 16-and-under all-stars placed second in the 
Massachusetts girls’ slow-pitch championships, losing 14-3 to the host 
team last weekend at Groff Park in Amherst. 

Paula Ciepiela went 3-for-3 with a home run and a triple in the 
championship game, but Pittsfield committed four errors in the first 
two innings to spot Amherst a seven-run lead. 

Pittsfield won its opener 3-2 over Greenfield, as Kristine Barzousky 
tripled and Sarah Mitchell had two hits. Pittsfield dropped its next 
game 7-5 to Southampton, which rallied for three runs in the final 
“inning. Stephanie Ladley, Angie Martin and Missy Pires had three hits 
each in the loss. 

Pittsfield then won its next three loser’s bracket games. Barzousky 
‘had a two-run double and Mitchell singled home the game winner with 
two outs in the seventh inning in a 6-5 win over Leominster; Mitchell 
drove in three runs and Lisa DeVergilio had two hits as Pittsfield 
‘scored all of its runs in the sixth inning in a 5-3 win over Greenfield; 
and Martin had two hits and three RBI and DeVergilio and Ciepiela 
two hits each in an 11-5 win over Southampton, a game in which 

"Pittsfield rallied from a 4-0 deficit. 

The Pittsfield girls will host their annual tournament July 27 and 28 

at the Berkshire County Softball Complex. > ae ? 2 }, 


South captures county — 
Little League opener 


ADAMS — Pittsfield South defeated Great Barrington 10-7 last 
night at Beaver Bard Field in the opening game of the 
Berkshire County Little League tournament. ae 

There will be two games on tap tonight. Pittsfield North will 
play at North Adams in a game scheduled for Kemp Field 
while Cheshire and Berkshire Hills square off at Beaver Bard. 
Both games are slated for 6 p.m.. 5 we oe feet se 
_ Last night, Pittsfield South took a 9-2 lead after four innings 
but had to hang on against a late Great Barrington comeback, 
Eric Eichstedt had a-basestoaded triple for Great Barrington. 
in the sixth and final inning, but Pittsfield South starter Chris 
Wilner was able to stay out-of further trouble. See Hi aR a, 

Wilner gained the pitching victory, striking out eight and 
walking two, Billy Daley pitched. a complete game for Great 
Barrington, striking out three while walking seven. eh gee a 

Kyle Dombrowski was the top offensive player for the win- tf 
ners, driving in three runs with a single and double. Justin 
Olenik added a single and double while Wilner chipped in with - 
a singlé,and two RBI. 4 bees 3 

Along with Hichstedt’s bases-loaded triple, Great Barrington 
had two hits including a double and one RBI from Chris 
Davidson and'a single and one RBI from Ian.O’Leary. ; 

The tournament will continue through July 23. The county 
champion will advance to the sectional championship in Adams 
July 26. The sectional winner will be one of four teams playing 
at the state tournament Aug. 2 and 3, hosted by the Pittsfield 
South’Little League at Deming Park. 4 "i AL 


Volunteers such as Lynne Daley Nilan who 
sweated for the Kids’ Common playground during 
¢ summer fundraisers (bottle drive at left) especially 


= |0 enjoyed seeing the new. community playground 


Babe Ruth playoff site switched 


The location of today’s Berkshire €ounty Babe Ruth League baseball 
playoff game in Dalton between North Adams and Dalton has been 
switched from Pine Grove Park to Jeff Reardon Field at the American 
Legion on Route 9. Game time is still 5:30. 

The winner earns the right to play South-Central Saturday at 1 at 
Lee High for the county championship. fs 7 -f f 9 i 


s ‘ >) ye : 
Jimmy’s clinches 2nd-half West title 
_ Jimmy's Restaurant won a couple of close games to clinch the 
second-half league itle in the West Little League. 
4 Alsd, the follow ng players were selected to the league’s all-star 


team: Ben Quinto and Shaun McDonough of Civitan: § 
Mark Racicot and Rob B foto ee 


Pete Dunham of Frien 
Capizzi of J. Colvin Glass. 
“In league play, Jimmy’s defeated J. Colvin Glass 5-2 with winning 
pitcher Racicot collecting two hits including a triple. Beuth added two 
hits for the winners while Melle and Capizzi each doubled for J. 
Colvin, Jimmy’s then clinched the second-half league title with a 10-9 
é y's. Beuth had two doubles while winning pitcher 
Matt Bigelow drove in the winning run, Greg Reid had two hits for 
riendly’s. 
f Civitan, oe was able to defeat Jimmy’s. 8-6. Pete Travis was the 
Winning pitcher and had two hits. Racicot and Beut i 
ba euth each tripled for 
Friendly’s defeated Silver Screen 13-1 behind Mike Jones and in 
é Justin 
Nolte, who combined on a two-hitter. Greg Reid added three hits for - 
the winners. Itam scored a 10-2 win over Parkside, Jason Harrington 
Lier s eae run and triple for the winners. Brian Hashim added 
wo hits including a double for Friendly’s while R 
three hits for,Parkside, . aa 
J. Colvin Glass upended Silver Screen 21-6 Melle was the winni 
. winnin, 
pitcher and. had three hits. -Capizzi also had three hits for the ease 
Itam blanked Civitan 11-0 behind Tooley’s one-hitter, 7. fj> Se 


Parks Department Major League 


The Cardinals posted four recent victories in the Pittsfield Depart- 
ment of Parks & Recreation girls’ softball Major League: Angela 
O’Connor drove in three runs in a 7-4 win over the Expos; who got a 
two-run homer from Danielle Salzarulo. Heather Rand drove in four 
runs with. a single, double and triple, Jody Hollingsworth had two 
doubles and two RBI and Caroline Hermann a two-run homer in a 13-6 
win over the Dodgers, which got three hits apiece from Amy and 
Jackie Rembish. Winning pitcher Kim Boland hit a three-run triple in 
an 18-3 win Over the Blue Jays, which got a three-run homer from 
Jennifer St. John. Hollingsworth drove in six runs with a homer and 
two singles and Rene Lander had a homer and three RBI in a 10-9 win 
over the Giants, which got homers from Gina Bishop, Sarah Mitchell 
and Shauna Grady. 

The Blue Jays won two recent games. Erin Hinkell, Karen Senus, 
Jennifer Breault and Belinda LeVardi each had two hits and two RBI 
in a 17-8 win over the Athletics, which got three hits and three RBI 
from Paula Ciepiela. Senus had four hits and Hinkell and Julie Smith 
three hits each in a 14-11 win over the Dodgers, which had home runs 
from Jackie Rembish and Chalis Polidoro. 

In other action, Vicky Frink drove in the winning run in the eighth 
inning and Danielle Giardina had two triples as'the Giants edged the 
Dodgers 13-12, Amy Rembish and Dana Hoskeer each drove in three 
runs as the Dodgers won 6-3 over the Athletics, and Elizabeth Vallone 
was 4for-4 with a game-tying homer in the eighth and Lisa DiVirgilio 
drove in the winning run as the Red Sox won 6-5 over the Giants. 
Ciepiela was 3-for-3 in the Athletics’ loss. 4 j ef ie i 


Tourney for 10-year-olds — 
to open at Clapp Saturday 


The Pittsfield West Little League at Clapp Park will host the 
county’s inaugural Little League Baseball tournament for 10- 
year-olds beginning Saturday. 

Teams from Pittsfield West, North and South leagues, plus 
Great Barrington, North Adams, Cheshire, Adams, Lee, Dalton 
and Williamstown will compete in the Single-elimination tour- 

“nament. 
, “Its our first time around, but we hope to make this an 
f annual affair,” said tournament director Don Gleason. 
{ The tournament is designed to raise money for the Jimmy 
¥ Fund, which pays for research into children’s cancer. The 
winning team and the team that raises the most money will be 
* rewarded with trips to a Boston Red Sox game at Fenway Park.: 

The tournament opens Saturday with Great Barrington vs. 

North Adams at 3:30 and Pittsfield West vs. Cheshire at 6. There 
will be two more games July 27 and two on July 28, with 
semifinals July 30 and 31 and the championship game Aug, 4 at 
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summer afternoon, several hours 


| before a 25-year-old Pittsfield 


_ ™man was murdered on Danforth 
’ Avenue, a few streets away. 


' More’ recently, attention was 
focused on the Park Street area 
when a rape took place at about 


' 10 p.m. on July 4. Police said a 30- 


‘year-old woman left the Mets’ 
‘game and was heading home 
when two men jumped, beat and 
raped her in the area of the Park 
Street playground. 

_ “It was going to happen, I knew 


. something was going to happen,” 
‘said .one "businessman in the 


neighborhood. “Is that what it 
takes to get some action? Does it 
take a rape or murder to get 


“some action for complaints we’ve 


been making for years?” 
However, one woman who was 
playing with her children in the 


“park yesterday afternoon dis- 


‘counted the suggestion that the 
‘rape was associated with the 
area. 

“A woman can get raped any- 
where,” said Andrea Engaer. 


Broken windows 


Area businesses constantly 
complain of broken windows re- 
sulting from barrages of stones. 
Graffiti decorate the side of one 
business. Broken light bulbs are 
commonplace. Signs have been 
destroyed, the owners say. 

A neighboring homeowner re- 
portedly found a roek on his 
kitchen table. 

“Two nights ago, the rocks were 
hitting over here,” said one Park 


Street resident, “and I tried to 
“call the police, but by the time 


you get on the phone, they’re 
gone.” 

The majority of the victims in- 
terviewed requested anonymity, 
fearing their comments might 
spark retaliation. 


‘A rough area’ 


“Its been a rough area for 
years,” Said Pittsfield Police 
Capt. Walter M. Boyer, “but the 
problems hadn’t really caused us 


to focus much attention because | 


there are more serious things go- 
ing on in other parts of the city. 
“The area has gotten rougher 
and more hazardous lately,” 
Boyer continued. “The character 


has changed primarily this sum- 


mer, and we've really been start- 
ing to get complaints in the last 
few weeks,” 

Whether the park’s isolation is 
the major attraction for the van- 
dals is only speculation, but the 
neighbors claim they see cars, 
motorcycles and all-terrain vehi- 
cles traveling in and out all night 
from the Park Street entrance. 
The park has an additional outlet. 
on the north side, via a dirt road 


that leads to the parking lot of 


; Park Street playground 


afO~- Fy 
the Mets’ Wahconah Park. 

“On a. weekend, there’s beer 
parties, boom boxes playing, you 
name it,” said one neighbor. “It’s 
a place to get a six-pack of beer, 
go there and hide. But it’s not 
supposed to be a thoroughfare.” 


Gate not replaced 


A steel barrier used to prevent 
cars from entering the park, but 
one neighbor said he witnessed 
the fence come down after a high- 
speed chase some five years ago, 
and the gate never went back up. 

Between 5:30 and 8 p.m. from 
May through July, parents flock to 
the park to watch their sons’ Mi- 
nor League baseball games, 
parking their cars to the side of 
the baseball diamond, 

“We've never had any problems 
since I’ve been in the league,” 
said Michael Holmes, president 
of the league’s North Division, 
“and that’s 13 years, Nobody’s 
ever refused to leave the field 
when we’ve asked them to.” 

The basketball court is also a 
popular spot during the daylight 
hours. 


However, the park apparently 
undergoes a Jekyll-and-Hyde 
transformation from day to night, 
according to the neighbors. 

“The way I look at it,” said one 
unhappy business owner, “if the 
park is there, it should be main- 
tained. It’s absolutely pitch black 
at night.” 

Boyer said police will be foeus- 
ing some of their attention there, 
although he would not provide 
any specifics. 


Organize crime watch 


Meanwhile, Roxanne L. Spence, 
chairman of the city’s Parks 


Commission, said she hopes to set . 


up a neighborhood group, similar 
to one organized at Springside 
Park, for «crime watch purposes 
and to help cleanup the park. 

Spence said the Wahconah 
Park playground is maintained on 
a. weekly basis, and the crew does 
the best it can. But the Parks 
Commission’s. budget has been 
cut from $184,338 to $103,638, with 
just four people to take care of 
the city’s parks. 

“Td like to say every park is a 
priority,” she said, “but right 
now, they’re doing what they can, 
and we’re real pleased with what 
they’ve done with the parks con- 
sidering they have only four 
people.” ’ 

The Parks Commission will be 
meeting Monday night at 7 at the 
Springside House, and Spence 
encouraged any interested Park 
Street neighbors to attend. 

“It's getting really bad,” said 
one Park Street neighbor. “And 
that’s discouraging because there 
are a few kids who come down 
here and have a good time.” 
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4 3 Photos by Lese Noyes ; Bennsnire Eagie Sut 
Playing in the ‘other’ Wahconah Park are Paul Keele Jr.. 5, and Amberlynn Keele. 4, as their mother, 
Andrea Engaér. and a friend, Karl Womble, play basketball in background, 


Playground 
under siege 
by vandals 


Rape focuses 
attention on area 
around Park St. 


By Carel Sliwa 
Berbstire Eagie Stat 

PITTSFIELD — The city has two 
Wahconah Parks. quite different from 
each other The highly visible one fea 
tures @ Stadium that serves as the home 
of the Pittsfield Mets professional base 
ball team. The other, by comparison. is 
downright secluded . 

Tucked at the end of Park Street. the 
open field is surrounded almost totally 
by Irees. brush and tall Brass, jeaving 
plenty of concealed corners 

Neighbors say the park semes as a 
haven for winos young drinkers and 
vandals when darkness sets in. Some 
also suspect that drugs may be used or 
dealt at the park, although they have no 
proof 

Proof of the drinking and vandalism 
however, is not difficult to find Shards 
of broken glass, empty beer cartons and 
cans line the perimeter of the park and 
dot the basketball court 

1 can. show you scars on the dog's 
feet.” said Luis Romero of nearby 
Francis Avenic, who walks his pet in 
the park 
Testimony about drug use 

Hints of drug use turned up curher 
this year in court during the course of a 
murder trial. Testimony indicated that 
LSD and large quantities of alcohol had 
been ingested Zt the park one Sunday 


SIEGE. continued on BS Luis Romero of Francis Avenue plays with his dog, King. 
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Citywide treasure hunt 


‘planned for four parks 


PITTSFIELD — Teams from 
each of the city’s four parks will 
participate in a citywide treasure 
hunt Wednesday afternoon be- 
ginning at 1 at the Common on 
First Street. Teams from Pitt 
Park, Deming Park, the Common 
and Clapp Park will participate 
in the event sponsored by the 
Department of Recreation. 

According to Betsy D’Agostino, 
assistant recreation director for 
the Department of Parks, each 
team, accompanied by a park 
leader, will search on foot for 50 
miscellaneous items. Each item 
found will be awarded a point- 
value based on the difficulty in 
locating the item. All teams will 


/ report back to the Common at 345. ~ 
‘ with their items. 


Awards will be presented to the ' 
first-, second- and third-place 
teams. In order to participate in 
this event, all children must fill 
out a permission slip at one of 
the city’s parks. : 

Anyone not involved in a park 
is welcome to participate. Chil- 
dren under 7 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent. 79/6, | 


Pittsfield girls’ Minor League 


The Blue Jays won two of three games in the Pittsfield Parks Dept. 


girls’ Minor League. 
a els ae ade the Cardinals 9-8 behind home runs from Beth 

‘Donnell, Julie Boynton and a triple from Kathleen Berube. Lei 
Reagan had two hits for the Cardinals. : aes 

O’Donnell had four hits and four RBI and Berube had three home 
runs in a 22-3 win over the Giants, who received two hits each from the 
Blakes, Julie and June. 

The’ Dodgers earned an 8-4 win over the Blue Jays. Erin Ladley 
tripled and homered for the winners while Karen Choquette had two 
hits for the Dodgers. Kristy Rodick had two hits for the Blue J ays. 

The Giants stopped the Athletics 12-4. Heather Smegal had five hits 
for ae en while Joyce Blake had three hits and Kristen Bau- 
mann had four hits. Ryan Kennedy and Marissa Meunier each had t 

- hits for the Athletics, Pei 


Pittsfield all-stars win two games 


{ 
The defending state champion Pittsfield 12 , 
“year-old softball team 

won the first two games of this year’s state tourna 
Conant Park in Southampton. oO aan 
' Pittsfield won the opener 11-1 against Northam i i 

Pie : pton behind Leslie 
Ciepiela’s three-hitter. Leading the offensive attack for Pittsfield was 


Rachel O’Connell, who had three. hits including a double. Beth 


ee ae added two RBI while Melissa Davis had two hits and four 


Pittsfield’s second game was a 15-1 win over South canis 
é ampton. Ciepiéla 
threw a two-hitter and added three hits for the winners while atin 
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‘Playgrounds 


#3 


PITTSFIELD — The theme this 
| week at Pittsfield playgrounds is 


' Ritness and Tournament Week.” 


; THURSDAY 

| Deming: 9, three-legged race; 11, 
British Bulldog; 1, soccer; 3, paper 
plate hats. 

Common: 9, running race; 11, penny 
hunt; 1, self-portrait painting; 3, 
Bingo. 

Clapp: 9, swinging contest; 11, Wif- 
fleball; 1, nature walk; 3, kid’s choice. 
Pitt: 9; penny hunt; 11, Ghost in the 
Grayeyard; 1, push-ups contest; 3, 
boceie ball tournament. ; 

FRIDAY 

Deming: 9, sack race; 11, pet rocks; 1, 
pick up the park contest; 4, relay 
races. 

Common: 9, speed walking; 11, fitness 


awareness; 1, me ay 


i aa 
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_At the Playgrounds 


PITTSFIELD 
ment of Retreat 
Christmas cele 
playgrounds on 

me will” be Visiting al] four 
| Parks in his summer outfit. Th 
eens follow: é 

ommon: 9:30 — 
Claus, 11 — Chis 


— The Depart- 
ton is holding a 
bration at the 
Friday. Santa 


Visit from Santa 


Playgrounds ?-/5-4' 


PITTSFIELD — The theme this 
week at Pittsfield playgrounds is 
“Fitness and Tournament Week.” 


MONDAY 

Deming: 9, home run derby; 11, mara- 
thon races; 1, prison ball; 3, vegetable 
prints. 

Common: 9, Seven-up; 11, volleyball; 1, 
free-throw tournament; 3, obstacle ~ 
course. 

Clapp: 9, track races; 11, dribble bas- 
ketball contest; 1, hill running tour- 
nament; 3, show tossing contest. 

Pitt: 9, sock ball tournament, 11, make 
name tags; 1, kickball; 3, jump rope 
tournament. 

TUESDAY 

Deming; 9, nature hike; 11, obstacle 
course; 1, Simon Says; 3, quiet con- 
test. 

Common: 9, fitness jogging; 11, aero- 
bics; 1, push-up/sit-up tournament, 3, 
spelling bee. 

Clapp; 9, yarn bracelets; 11, tumbling 
tournament; 1, bubble-blowing tour- 
nament; 3, checkers tournament. 

Pitt: 9, baseball tournament, 11, rock 
collecting; 1, fitness jogging; 3, obsta- 
cle course, 

WEDNESDAY 

Deming: 9, candy scramble, 11, sprint- 
ing race; 1, tissue flowers; 3, spud. 

Common: 9, prison ball; 11, What's in 
the Clouds?, 1, tug of war; 3, bobbing 
for apples. 

Clapp: 9, Red Light, Green Light; 11, 
scattigories; 1, Mother May I; 3, 
prison ball. , Y 

Pitt: 9, jumping jacks; 11, foursquare 
tournament; 1, Capture the Plag; 3, 
Steal the Bacon. 


Kay-Bee Toys helps Kids Common 


The effort by volunteers to raise money for 
new playground equipment at the First Street 
Common got a boost Tuesday from Kay-Bee Toys 
& Hobby Shops Incorporated. It has pledged 
$5,000 toward the $65,000 goal on a one-to-four 
matching basis. GE has already granted $10,000. 
On another front, the volunteers have gotten the 
City Council to recommend to the mayor that 


$75,000 of federal block-grant money be used for 


the new surface of the play area, landscaping, 
fencing, refurbishing the rest rooms and new 
lighting for the area of the common near the 
elderly housing. When it is completed, the re- 
done common and playground area, which 
draws an average of 450 youngsters (it’s used by 
many day-care centers) each school day, will be 
a focus of kids’ lives in Pittsfield that the city 
can be proud of. Ve ¥- FV. 


Ladley and Rebecca O'Connell each had two RBI. 
Pittsfield resumes play this morning at 11:30. A win 
Pittsfield in the championship.game scheduled for 2 pm. Yas! 4, 


» 
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Itam sweeps city. Babe Ruth playoff | 
Itam, which finished with a 3-7 r } gag 
rallied for a 10-1 second half, th 


last week to earn the Pittsfield 
onship. 


Tom Righi pitched a seve hitter with ei i os ae Key evi 
itched + eight , and Kevii 
a o EA hag foulhitteand four RBL as ‘tam eae fe 
pener, 10-3. Matt Maiorano, Jason Burke and Rishj ‘ i ( 
; : , n ghi each 
two hits to Itam’s 12-hit attaek. Sam’Clapper had two hits for aE 
Keith Levy took the loss, 4 : or | 


Maiorano and Burke each had three hits an i % 
: : ts and Neil W ] 
wore combined to strike out seven in a ishitenge bets ok 
: Ae s as squad clinched the best-of-three playoff with a ie 
second game. Josh Baker : fhe 4 
oe nd Brian Scorpa took the loss. th ee OYp Tis fot. 
, coached by Mike Tuohy, won the Sali Fevtae eee ee baka 
record and finiShed 15-5 in Jéague play. ‘ 79 ay Aine ey | 
re - oe Us reek,” 


Pittsfield Parks Dept. softball 


The Red Sox defeated the Dodgers 14-3 to finish 14-0 and win the 
Pittsfield) Parks Department Major Division softball title. Michele 
Rheaume hit a grand-slam home run for the;winners while Christine 
Barzowsky hit a three-run home run. Angie Martin added four hits and 
three RBI for the winners. Polly Polidoro tripled for the Dodgers. 

The Orioles topped the Expos 19-7. Sarah Sloper had three hits for 
the winners while Sloper, Tarah Doyle and Aimie Crocker all added 
three RBI, Danielle Salzarulo had two home'runs for the Expos. ; 

The Cardinals defeated the Orioles 16-14. Jodi Hollingsworth and Jen 
Boroniec each hit home runs for the winners while Kim Boland added 
three hits and three RBI. Clara Wilker hit a home run and had. five 
RBI for the Orioles. ; 

The Dodgers defeated the Orioles 121 behind Jamie Ostrander, ‘who 
homered and had three RBI. Amy Rembish added four hits and three 
RBI. 

The Giants won-a pair of games, 16-10 over the Expos and 9-4 against 
the Blue Jays. Gina Bisliop and Monique Mongeau homered for the 
winners while Missy Pires had two doubles against the Expos, which 
had a home run from Shannon Wood. : 

Laura Flynn was the winning pitcher against the Blue Jays and 
added two doubles. Flynn and Pires each had two doubles while 


Allison Evans had two RBI. 5h y } 4 \ 


ould put 


ecord in the first half ofthelstanak: | 
en swept VFW in two straight’ games — 
age 14-15 Babe Ruth Baseball champi-. 


on the playoff 


: tmas decorati 
ze ake a wish list, 3 — Kids’ chon 
| fone : 9 — Christmas decorations 
ee ee Visit from Santa Claus be 
neue volleyball, 3 — Clean up park 
ee ae 9:45 ~ Visit from: ‘Santa 
ae _ What's in the clouds? 4. — 
a abel 3 — Sing Christmas Garols 
Be Pp: 10 — Visit from Santa 
pee 11 Caroling to hot potato, 1 —: 
and seek, 3 — pines orna- 
6 


ments. om) a Y- 
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Park picnic tanned 
at Onota Lake today 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
| Ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that an end-of-the- 
Season park picnic will be held 
today at Onota Lake’s Controy. 


Pavilion. 


The pienic will run from 11 to 4): 
and will feature food and drink, . 
as well.as a tug of war, volleyball, 


swimming and various relay 
Traces. 


All city residents are invited. 


Playgrounds -)/,,)4| 


FRIDAY 
Common: 9 — Steal the Bacon; 11 — Balloon 
decoration contest; 1 — Tug of war; 4 — 
Name tag. 
Pitt: 9 — Macaroni crafts; 11 — Red Light, 
Green Light; 1 — Tug of war; 4 — Rélay 
races. 
Deming: 9 — Quiet contest; 11 — Spud; 1 — 
Red ' Rover; 4 — Tasting contest. 
Clapp: 9 — Lemon-eating contest; 11 — 
Dance contest; 1 — Charms; 4 — The Blob. 

: : 


Pittsfield Parks major softball results 


Gina Bishop hit two home runs, including a grand slam as the Giants 
beat the A’s 17-5 in the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Major Softball 
League. Missy Pires also homered for the winners, as Laura Flynn got 


the win. Jennifer Mineau homered for the A’s. 


| Pittsfield Parks Games Fest results 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation held its annual 
Games Fest.on Wednesday, including an obstacle ¢oufse competition. 
. There were. 100 competitors from the four attive playgrounds in the 


city this summer. 
‘The top finishers were: 


> AAS 
: 6-8-YEAR-OLDS 
1, Conor Storie (4:02); 2) Javier Barrier (4:20); 3, Joshua Wilcox (4:23), 
j 9411-YEAR-OLDS 
1, Mark Hebert (2:41);2; Michael Quetti (2:49); 3. Jason Bona (3:01). 


; 12, YEARS OLD AND UP - 
1, Jason Meed (2:39); 2. Gary Rello (2:41); 3. Kyle Domekonski (2:64). 


7-L¥r 1, 
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SUMMER 


Photographer Russ Potak went to Clapp Park at 
the beginning of the week in search of August 
excitement. Here’s what he found... 


At left: One doesn’t need an ocean to surf, just a little sun, a hilland 
a Jot of imagination. 


* Fs se 


Be a ipa pte ek 
Above: Sliding isn’t simply.a wintertime activity, at least not during mud season. 


At left: Competition even reaches the swingsets, where youngster see who can go further. 


Above: Sometimes swings are more fun in a vertical position. S 
At right: A frightful optical illusion, indeed, as we get an upside down view of this upside down young 


lady. 





A swinging time 


‘Joanna Renzi, 5, of Pittsfield gives her doll Suzy a swing | at K irvin | Park in| it 
says her Cabbage Patch doll is also 5 years old. 


Blowing his own horn 


Chet Johnston of Pittsfield gets in some practice on his Onota Lake this eek ~He is a ‘member of ade Brass 
mellophone while spending the pear Ong at the beach at. Senior Drum and Bugle Corps of Tatham,N Y. 



























Little League 


ay koe ayy president Richara Waianae 
South League is ready Pips great to see our volunteers 
for state championship giving so much time and effort nt) |” 
Sug ar gee this tournament,” said Ward. — 
games. ig? “There’s someone down there every | § 
After months of preparation, the night working on thefield.” | 
first pitch of the state Little League In the past few years, many im- 
tournament will be thrown at2 pan. provements have been made to the” 
__ Friday at Deming Park, home of the Deming Park field. A new backstop. 
| Pittsfield South Little League. was added, wooden dugouts- were. 
_ Volunteers were putting final replaced by concrete ones, a’scorer’s: | 
touches on the field throughout the room with an electronic. scoteboard te 
week forthe tournament which be- was created, and the field itself was 
gins at 1:30p.m. Deborah A.Rentz,a entirely redone with the installation 
Pittsfield native, will sing the na- of sprinklers, a warning track in the 
tional anthem before the opening gutfield,and evenanew home plate. 
contest. - : - Most recently, a VIP lounge was 
The first baseball game will begin created overthe third base dugoutto 
at 2 p.m. and the second game will house state Little League officials 
begin at 5 p.m. Teams will be intro-- during the games in comfort, says 
duced ten minutes prior tothe game Ward. The facility even. includes a 
time. a >. “yefrigerator. This courtesy for offi- 
On Saturday, theconsolation gam cials provides theleaguewitha meet- 
will be played at 10:30 a.m., with the: ing room.in the future, Ward said. 





ay jt 


begin at 2 p.m. The state champion- concession stands as well as being 


ship banner will be presented imme-.. host parents for the Tt and 12-year-. Little League discounts. 
: -. “Tfit wasn’t for the unselfish people 
of Pittsfield who volunteer their time 


action, according to Pittsfield South -jng in pairsthroughoutthe city, with “for the Pittsfield South Little League, 


diately following thegame. _._- old players whoytravel tq Pittsfield ) 
The Deming Park field is ready for forthetournament. Athletesarestay- 


Little League city championship 


Elks from the North League will play Burger King from the South 
League today at 5:30 at Clapp Park in the Pittsfield Little League city’ 
championship semifinals. The winner earns the right to play West: 
champion Jimmy’s Restaurant Friday at 5:30 at Clapp. i 

The city round robin tournament continues through tomorrow at 
Deming Park. e ja q } 

A * Bie 


Pittsfield coed hoop registration 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks & Recreation has scheduled. 
registration for its coed adult basketball program Wednesday frem 4:30 
to 6:30, p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. Games will be 
scheduled Wednesday nights at Morningside Community School. The 


1 


Final preparations for this weekend's state Little League tournament at Deming Field. 


throughout the week. 
championship game scheduled to.- Volunteers will be working inthe many parents staying at local hotels 


and motels, some of which offered Ward. 
The public is welcome to attend 


the games. Parking will be available 
in the parking lot across from 
Hermann Alexander’s Restaurant on 






Pittsfield needs 
a parks’ supervisor 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


We are in constant fear of our 
children becoming involved with 
drugs, alcohol and crime. Bore- 
dom and lack of activities could 
lead them in that direction. 

One man has devoted his life to 
programming sports events, 
tournaments, supervision of 


beaches and countless other ac-’ 


tivities keeping our children off 
the streets and in the play- 
grounds and parks. 

For this dedication, the posi- 
tion of John Marchesi, supervisor 
of Parks and Recreation, is in 
jeopardy of termination. Is this 
how our’ city fathers: say “thank 
you”? I strongly urge all con- 
cerned parents to. call their 


1 don’t know what we'd do,” said 


continued 
Ye i eX i 


Lyman Street. Admission into the 
park is free. : 

Two special social events will be 
held at the All Seasons Motor Inn to 
commemorate the tournament. A 
Friday night banquet is planned for 
adults while a Saturday awards din- 
ner will cater to players as well. Last — 
minute tickets will beavailableat the 
Deming concession stand. - 

As he surveyed the field Tuesday 
night, Ward praised not only the 
volunteers who have readied thesite,. 
but also the Parks Department and 
city businesses who have supported 
the tournament. 

“We've enjoyed excellent sup- 
port,” he said. 

Committee chairmen for the tour- 

~ nament included: John Herman, ad 

book; Pat Torra, housing; Patrick 
Jones, concessions, Don Dwyer, fi- 
nance; Judi Jones and Judy Goetze, 
banquet. 

Also: Ernie Fortini, safety; Joe 
Goetze and Jim Torra, field mainte- 
nance; Matt Stracuzzi and Joe 
Yannone, coaches representatives. 


Ga ae < a 2° 


officials’ fees will be determined after registration is completed, 


Further information may be obtained from th 


499-9343. 


vod 3 58 


Dave’s wins Little League round robin 


Pat Engle and Tony. Marino conibined to pi i : 
pitch a three-hitter and © 
strike out 11 as Dave’s Sporting Goods of the North League blanked © 
Itam of the West League:2-0 in the championship game of the Pittsfield 


Little League round robin tournament at Deming Field. 


Dave's ‘scored in the fifth inning when Kevin. Vi i | 
he Vincent. tripled and 
scored on-an infield hit by Chris. Burke, and again in the’ can when | 
Marino. reached on‘ an error and Came home on aisingle by Dan 


Biagini. 


Losing: pitcher Jason Harrington’ hurled. a seven-hitter with 11 


strikeouts, 


Parks Commission looks into several complaints 


The Parks Commission discussed 
problemsat Deming Parkandacom- 
plaint about the Kids Common 
project at its regular meeting Mon- 
day night. 

In response to neighbor com- 
plaints, the commission hosted rep- 
resentatives of the Pittsfield South 
Little League and St. Joseph Central 
High School, which make use of the 
Deming facilities. 

Commission members asked the 
representatives about the parking of 
cars at Deming, which lacks good 
parking facilities and is surrounded 
by a residential neighborhood. 

Richard Ward, president of the 
South Little League, said that any 
problems were not caused by people 
associated with the league. 

“Thave not seen it,” Ward said. “If 
it’s happened it hasn’t been done by 
anyone associated with us.” 

Ward said that vehicles go beyond 
the entrance only when loaded with 
materials or when the lawn is being 
mowed. : 

Gary Campell said that St. Joe is 
very grateful to be able to use the 
facilities and that they never leave 


hed dy omy 2 


the gate open. 

He said that he knew the park was 
“an awful place to get out of” and 
that he sympathized with neighbors 
concerns. The only time vehicles go 
past the entrance, he said, is when 
buses are loading or unloading kids 
and when he is moving equipment. 

Communication encouraged 

Commission chairwoman Rox- 
anne Spence said that the commis- 
sion “just wanted to express its con- 
cerns” to the representatives and 
thanked them for their continued 
diligence. 

The commission then considered 
a letter from John LaRue, a sale rep- 
resentative for BigToys playground 
equipment, one of several finalists 
who were vying to equip the Kids 

Common,anew playground planned 
for the Common on First Street. ° 

LaRue, whose company was elimi- 
nated after a recent public hearing, 
expressed concern with the process 
of selection in his letter, which was 
sent to Spenceand the state Attorney 
General. 

Commission member Clifford 
Nilan, who felt that parts of the letter 


Parks Department, 


councilmen: and the mayor. in 
opposition to this travesty. 


LOUIS F. MINAFRA 


Pittsfield R- 74¢i 


then pitched 


The Giants swept three game 
ation Major Division girls’ softbal 
Gina Bishop, Allison Evans. an 
as the Giants opened with an 18-6 win over 


shutout of the Expos. Vicky 
Flynn and Danielle Giardina eac 
the Cardinals, which gota homer 





° Te ae e 2 i, 3 e 2 ; ° 
Giants win girls’ Major round robin 

. 5 to win the Pittsfield Parks & Recre- 
1 round-robin tournament. 

d Monica Penna each had three hits 
the Dodgers. Laura Flynn 


a two-hitter and Jill Liverseidge was 3-for-3 in a 5-0 
Frink hada homer, double and single and 
h had three:hits in an 11-3 win over 
from Heather Rand and two singles 


F me 7 a ; 


from Rene Landers. 





made insinuations against himself 
and his wife, Lynne Daley, said that 
BigToys had been eliminated by a 
public vote. Nilan said — and other 
commission members — concurred 
that the ultimate decisions involved 
lie with them and not the volunteer 
comunittees. 

BigToys madea presentation with _ 
four other vendors after which those 
in attendance whittled the choices 
down to three, with BigToys one of 
the eliminated companies. 

LaRue charged that “extenuating, 
strange circumstances” were in- 
volved and said that originators of 
the project had been “over- 





he 





Nee 


powered”into holding the evalua-’ Members of the Parks Commission met Monday night at Springside 


tion, which they didn’t attend. 
Referred to committee _ 
The commission decided to pass 
the letter along to Ann Tucker, presi- 
dent of the 20 mémber committee 
that is now evaluating the remaining 
choices... 2): uaa 
Also at the Monday meeting, the 
commission considered a request 
from Thomas Grizey on behalf of the 
Civil Defense department. |... 
The siren at Wahconah Park oper- 


House. 


ated by the Civil Defense depart- 
ment is only used 15 seconds per 
week, Grizey wrote, but is billed at 
the rate of $12.66 per month for elec- 


“ tricity. \ 


Grizey suggested piggybacking 
the siren on another electric meter at 
the facility but commission members 


decided that further investigation 


was needed because the Wahconah 


billis paid by the Pittsfield Mets dur- 
ing the summer. 

Thecommissionalsoapproved use 
of the Parks Department garage for 
next month’s elections, as requested 
by the city clerk, and discussed the 
change in staffing required by the 
city’s restoration of the full time parks 
director position but elimination of 
the part time position. 





Co-ed hoop meeting set for tonight 


The Co-ed Adult Basketball League will hold a mandatory meeting 
tonight at 6:30 at Springside House at 874 North Street. All those who 
wish to play must attend. ay & @ y 


At right: Preparations were extensive as the 
Pittsfield South Little League hosted the state. 
championship tournament this summer. 


' Bottles bring $1,000 for playground 


PITTSFIELD — A handful of volunteers yesterday braved high 
temperatures and humidity and raised just over $1,000 in a bottle drive 
for Kids’ Common, a new playground to be built this fall at the 
Pittsfield Common. 

Organizer Dee LaPointe blamed the heat for the low volunteer 
turnout. Nonetheless, she said, more than 9,000 bottles and cans were 
collected and sorted at Liquors Inc. 

The drive was organized to take advantage of a Kay-Bee Toys 
challenge to the community. The company promised to match 25 cents 
on the dollar all money raised for the playground during the two-week 
period that ended yesterday. 

“We could really raise a lot of money if we had enough people to 
cover the entire city,” LaPointe said, adding that the group might run 
another bottle drive around Labor Day. 

Volunteers, who included city councilors James J. McCaffrey and 
Gerald S. Doyle Jr., also sold raffle tickets as they canvassed their 
neighborhoods. 

Students from the Hillcrest Educational Center helped to sort the 
bottles, and all volunteers were treated to pizza_donated by city 
restaurants and soda donated by Liquors Inc.. 

: Wael ¢ 4. 


Burger King wraps up South title 
Burger King, the Pittsfield South Little League first-half champion, 
held off serious competition from Samel’s Deli and East Side Pizza 
before claiming the second-half league title. 

Burger King, which won the Pittsfield South title last year, defeated 
Samel’s 11-3 on the last day of the regular season to clinch the title. A 
win by Samel’s would have created a three-way tie, with East Side also 
in the second-half title chase. 

Burger King finished the second half race at 10-1 while East Side 
was 9-2 and Samel’s 8-3. Overall, Burger King was 19-2 while Samel’s 
was 16-5 and East Side 15-6. The remaining league records showed 
Stevenson’s at 10-11, City Savings Bank 8-13, Virgilio’s 7-14, Italian 
American Club 6-15 and Teo’s 2-19. 

Burger King will defend its city championship in a tournament to be 
held at Clapp Park the week of Aug. 12. East Side and Samel’s will 
take part in the city round-robin tournament at Deming Field that will 
begin the same week. 

In game action, Burger King’s key win over Samel’s on the season’s 
last day was sparked by Gary Riello’s two singles and a double. J.T. 


Torra and Riello shared pitching duties for the winners. Gerard _ 


Tillman had three hits including a double for Samel’s. ; 

Riello was the winning pitcher and Torra had three singles and a 
double in a 12-0 win over IAC. Riello was also on the hill for a 9-0 win 
over City. Savings. Torra-had two hits. j 

Samel’s kept the race close with three victories down the stretch. 
Troy Schultz had the pitching decision and added two hits in a 6-0 win 
over Virgilio’s, Jeff Benham also had two hits for the winners while 
Bob Ireland had two for Virgilio’s. 

Samel’s defeated Teo’s 11-2 behind Tillman’s pitching effort. Schultz 
had three hits and two RBI for the winners. Pat Tamburino had two 
RBI for Teo’s. Samel’s edged Stevenson’s 6-4, with Schultz the winning 
pitcher and Benham adding three hits and two RBI. 

. East Side also came up with three late-season victories. Kevin 
Goetze claimed the pitching decision in an 8-5 win over IAC. Dave 
Perrone and Dennis Penna each had two hits for the winners while 
Matt Zimbler tripled for IAC. ; 
“ Perrone and Pete Farkas had doubles for East Side in a 9-7 win over 
City Savings. Mark Yannone had two singles for the winners: while 
Jeremy Zolkowski had two hits for East Side. Mark Rochelo was the 
winner in a 13-5 victory over Virgilio’s. Rochelo helped his own cause 
with a home run and three RBI while Penna also had’ three RBI. Jon 
Boska had"three hits for Virgilio’s. 

Teo’s, IAC and Stevenson’s all picked up single wins. Stevenson’s 
stopped Virgilio’s 7-0 behind winning pitcher Chris Wilner, who added 
three hits and two RBI. Brian Rowe added three hits and Jeff Nelson 

-. three RBI for the winners. 
--. Jeff Hulland pitched IAC to a 13-0 win over City Savings. Dan Quinn 
and Matt Zimbler had two hits each for IAC. Teo’s drubbed Virgilio’s 
35-4. Winning pitcher Kevin Daury had five RBI while Brian Jefferson 
‘added six nee pesiel had a home run for Virgilio’s. 
~ 7 
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Pittsfield junior football sign-ups se 


Registration for the Pittsfield Junior Football League will be taken. 
Monday and Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Common warming house. 
‘on First Street. ; 
To be eligible, players must be Pittsfield residents between the ages 
of 9 and 13. The league is divided into an A Division for ages 12-13 and 
a B Division for ages 9-11. ; 


All candidates must obtain a medical waiver from a family physician — 


and pay a $10 equipment fee. ‘ 
Tryouts begin Monday, Aug. 26, and all new candidates must atten 
at least half the sessions to be selected. 
For more information, one may contact the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. ~ ee Wee 2 


T / crew coming to Onota 
to film ‘Funniest People’ 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD. — What would you do for a shot at ten grand? 

That's what the producers of ABC television’s “America’s 
Funniest People” want to find out, and they’re coming to the 
Burbank Park beach house on Onota Lake Sunday from noon to 
5 p.m. to gauge the depth of Pittsfieid’s talent pool. 

“We're looking for visual comedy and just anything in general 
that will make people laugh and can be shown on TV without 
offending the American public,” said Kerry Millerick, the 
show’s segment producer and field director. : 

Millerick, who was completing a talent search and filming 
project in Albany, N.Y., suggested that performers try to inte- 
grate their surroundings — the beach, the lake — into their 
routines. ; 

“Nobody ever uses the beach for their bit,” he said. “We're 
dying for somebody totakeé advantage of the Surroundings, from 
water tricks to: who*knows what. Otherwise, we’d be interested 
in seeing people who can do impressions, particularly comic 
twists on impressions. It’s fine if someone can do Sylvester 
Shae i it’s better if we can show him commanding the 

arship Enterprise. Or Donald Duck singing ‘ ea 
anything at all, really.” or 

ane a a a twee happen to choose Pittsfield? 
3 S actually a fairly technical process involvin - 
ics, a blindfold and a dart board,” Millerick a Ok ernie ae! 
to Albany before, and we were trying to branch out and get to 
areas we hadn’t been to before. So there was Pittsfield, just 
ee ee map, waiting to be traveled to.” 

Over the past several weeks, the crew has il- 
mington, Del., Wausau, Wis., and Fargo, N.D., pone ie aie Ma 

“I'm not actually allowed a personal life,” he said. 

_ Film from the Pittsfield shoot will be cataloged and reviewed 
for possible use on the show, which features an audience vote 


to determine the funniest person, who then receives a $10,000 
prize. » ' 


Millerick said that the crew — fo 
area have already been hired — 
people it films and contacts them 
aired. 

“Remember, though, the studio audience has to i 

, 7 vote, so it’s 
best not to go out and spend the money,” he said. “You won't 


the money until a couple of Master Charge payments from 
Ww. ¥, 
Foe BO eB 


r which people from the 
takes telephone numbers from 
if their segment is going to be 


Pittsfield 16s win tournament 


The Pittsfield 16 & under all-stars came out of the losers’ bracket to 
win the Fairlawn, R.1., Girls’ Invitational Tournament. A total of 11 
teams played in the tournament. 

Pittsfield, which had been defeated 6-2 by the Cranston Gals in its 
third game, had to. come back later in the tournament and defeat 
Cranston twice to capture the tourney title. ; 

Pittsfield won the championship game 6-3 with Kris Barzousky 
leading the offense with three hits, including a triple and’ two RBI. 
Lisa_DeVirgilio and Stephanie Ladley each added two hits while 
Shelly Rheaume added two RBI. 

Pittsfield reached the final game by pinning a 5-4 loss on Cranston. 
DeVergilio, Ladley, Michelle Crosier and Liz Vallone all had two hits 
for the winners. 

Pittsfield opened’ the tournament with a 16-13 win over Burriville, 
R.I., and followed with an 8-7 victory against East Fishkill, N.Y. Paula 
Ciepiela homered in the opener while Missy Pires had a round-tripper 
against East Fishkill. 

Pittsfield then lost to Cranston 6-2 before rebounding with a 13-2 win 
against North Kingston, R.I., Shelly Wood homering a Pittsfield. That 
set up the final two games against Cranston. Ck: A 

ox $ID) UI 


Minor League playoffs start Monday 
The Pittsfield Minor League city cham 

at 5:30 p.m. at Egremont § 

Kay-Bee Toys playing We 

winner will advance to 

has not yet been determ 


pionships will begi 

chool Field with South Division mea 

st Division champion J. Colvin Glass. The 

play the champion of the North Division (wh 

ined) Wednesday at 5:30 at Egremont Field 5 
&- ¥~ B f 





/ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Out ‘at home is Walpole’s Drew Marechal (12) as Amherst Wichae Josh Stanton holds his 


ground during the 


ifth inning of the state Little League championship game at Deming 
Field a naey Walpole defeated Amherst 3-2 to win the or crown. 


PIE] AN. 


Walpole captures state title 


a WALPOLE, from C1 


allowing. Procaccini 
second, 

“The home plate ump said it 
was his call, and he called it fair. 
The unfortunate part of it is our 
kids stopped playing,” lamented 
Amherst manager David Kaplan. 

First’ base’ umpire Joe Dah- 
rouge’ said he was pointing that 
the ball was fair, a call made’ by 
home plate umpire Ed King. 


Drew Marechal, the next hitter, 
reached first safely on a sacrifice 
bunt. while Procaccini was safe at 
third, where the play was made. 
Chris Cunnane loaded the bases 
on a infield single, and Jim 
Manning plated Proecaccini with a 
sacrifice fly to straightaway cen- 


to go. the 


ter field that Ben Chilik saved 


from becoming a grand:slam. 

_ ‘Amherst had ‘a chance to pull 
the game out in the bottom of the 
sixth. “With one out, Jose Rob- 


inson licked a single to center 
and Dan Soweine grounded back 
to the mound. Walpole starter 
Dan Terio, who s¢attered six hits 
in the game, tossed the ball into 


center field, runners ending up. at” 


second and third. 

“J had to forget about it,” said 
Terio. “If I kept remembering it, I 
wouldn’t have been concentrating 
on. where I was throwing the 
ball.” 


Out of a jam 


He redeemed himself in. style, 
striking out Dennis Whittemore 


and Brett Fagan to end the game. _ 
“He did what no other pitcher 


could do to us — kept us. off 
stride,” added Kaplan. “We didn’t 
hit as well as we can hit. Any- 
thing fast we’ll hit. He was able to 
pull the string and keep us from 
getting the key hit.” 

Terio scored the game’s first 
run in the top of the first inning. 


He singled, stole deka: moved 
to third on an infield grounder 
and scored on Tim Larkin’s 
grounder to second. Walpole 
made it 2-0. an inning later, when 
Mike Weber’s single ‘with the 
bases loaded plated Jim Manning, 
who had also singled. 

Amherst scored twice ’ in the 
bottom of the fourth inning to tie. 
Josh Stanton singled. and moved 
up when Robinson was safe onan 
error, Stanton, who was born | in 


North Adams, was run for by 


Brian Parker. “Loebl singled to 
load the bases, and Whittemore’s 
sacrifice fly made’ the score 2-1. 
Kaplan sent Robinson to steal 
third, and he scored when Wal: 


pole catcher Cunnane’s ‘throw 
went into left field. Robinson was — 
stranded atthird. == iv. 


' Robinson led Amherst with two. 
hits. Terio and. ve Reeley “4 


¥ 


} “consolation game, 


By Howard Herman 
; Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Walpole is now 


known as more than the home of - 


Boston Red Sox manager Joe 
Morgan — it’is also the home of 
the Massachusetts Little League 
champions. 

The Walpole Nationals survived 
a late scare to edge Amherst 3-2 
yesterday at Deming Field in the 
finals of the state Little League 
championship. The game was 
played yesterday because of Sat- 
urday’s rains. 

“YT don’t really know what to 
say,” Walpole manager Paul 
 Geigle told the crowd after re- 
ceiving the. championship trophy. 
“The kids did the talking on the 
"field today. Res se 

Walpole will next pia in the 
- Northeast Regional ‘tournament, 
“ which begins Sunday in, Bristol, 
Conn. 

“Swampscott won. the morning 
as. Richard 


‘Farbman’s home run-in the bot- 


tom of the fourth was the only 
run scored in’ .a 1-0 win over 
“Rockland. 

In the title game, Walpole won 


Acsgvs* 59) 
SS, 


| alpole nails down 
= Little League title 


State Toderanient 


the toss and elected to be the. 
visiting team and bat first. 

“We wanted this dugout. The 
three coaches are a little super- 
stitious, number one,” said 
Geigle. “We wanted to put a little 
pressure on them. We wanted to 
score one or two or three runs 
early to make them come from 
behind.” 

That had worked, as Walpole 
took an early 2-0 lead, only to see 
Amherst rally with a pair of runs 
in’ the fourth inning. Walpole 
scored a run in the top. of the 
fifth to break that tie. 

Joey Procaccini swung at the 


‘first pitch from Ben Loeb] to lead 


off the: inning, grounding what 


‘would, be a: controversial double 
down the: right-field line. 


‘The big play, 


‘Some “on-field ¢onfusion _en- 
sued, as to whether the ‘ball was 
fair or foul. The Amherst players 
thought the ball had gone, foul, 


WALPOLE, continued on C4 
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ole players celebrate yesterday’s win over Amherst .ing Field. Walpole won 3-2 to advance to the Eastern 


e state Little League championship game at Dem- Regional tournament next week in Bris 


, Conn 
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THE WINNERS—Here is the Pittsfield West team, which 
captured the Berkshire County age 9-10 Little League 
championship with a victory Thursday at Kemp Park. 
Shown are, front, from left, Brian Hashim, Jeff Brennan, 
Joe Maffucio, Eamonn Barry, Mike Bueth and Kevin Bren- 
nan. Second row, same order, Chris Lahart, Billy Kenny, 


Wea ANG Si eal a gene ernment: es res a an foe. 








i any i * 
Billy Chapman, Aaron Belanger; Ben Pigott, Mike Mac- 
Donald, Jason Frazier and Karen. Carlo. Coaches in back 
are, from left, John Barry, Bill Barry,.Ralph ‘Brennan and 
Joe Maffucio. Not pictured: Chris Lipa. (Transcript—Dave . 
Metcalf): es ees. ee 


hae” 
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»_ Williamstown had a total of only 
“three -losses:in two tournaments this 
‘Summer, all to Pittsfield West. One 
“was in the single-elimination Jimmy 


‘Fund tournament in Pittsfield, and 
“the other two were in thistoumey. 
“They were the only team to beat 


19,828 Williamstown-- coach Bob 


+ 


Whitesell reflected after last night’s. » 
conclusion. ‘“Their eas played real-. 


ly good defense in 


4 na ; 
_ “Our players had a good season — out there.” 


ery day since July, To get this far is.a. 


id they have been working hard ev- 


real feat. 


[three games. 


Bye Sst) 49.) 


fon’ game ends, ~* 
er baseball saga 


TH ADAMS—The next time 

€ family car pulls out of a driveway 

_ in Berkshire County, it will probably 

» be headed for the mall to get school 

clothes instead of going on automatic 
Pilot to.a Little League field, 


“ The baseball season that began in. 


‘April for a group of Little League 
All-Stars came to an end Thursday 
"night at/Kemp Park where Pitsfield 
» West beat, Williamstown, 17-3, in. a 
game that was a barn-burner for five 

of the six innings, 
aes 10-team Berkshire County 
-Star tournament began 


oe ‘V/-day period was long in it- 
its own claim to marathon fame. It 


ended ‘about 5 p.m: last night, a full 
‘ ee es after it began at’ 1 p.m. 
* San v0 cfm yo eG Py : 4 = 

___ Pittsfield West, in keeping. with 
3 the theme, had a marathon sixth in- 


_ ming“ yesterday,.scoring. 12, runs: for 


the 17-3 score that stood to the fin- | 


ish. % 


Sunday’s action was suspended in. 
“th eee the fifth inning with Pitts-' 
id W 


e 
» field West on top 4-3 when hurricane 


rival with a downpour. 
What about Bob, 


‘Well, he rained out the scheduled _ 


_ Fesumption Monday and his calling 
cards kept the field from being ready 
until last night. 

Pittsfield West came into the game 


3-0 and needed just one win to clinch — 


the title in the double-elimination 
event. Williamstown: was 3-1 enter- 
_ ing the tournament final, having lost 
‘ only to the same Pittsfield West 


ateam, 7-5. ; 
_. The championship game resumed 
| last night with Pittsfield West run- 


| Mers on second and third with one 


“We were missing a couple of 
guys, but we still had Chris George, 
Brad Mason and Josh Whitesell, and 
all three hit over .600 in the tourna- 
ments, so we still had a’ good team 


A smiling Bill Barry, Pittsfield 


pionship game had — 


Jeff Baumann 
ADASES 5.) Tie 


Bob ammounced his impending ar- 


out. Walks to Jason Frazier and Billy 
Chapman forced in the run that made 
it an innocent 5-3, 

Pittsfield West reliever Mike 
Beuth got Williamstown in the bot- 
tom of the fifth on three groundouts 
despite a walk to Nick Wilson, 

The winners collected seven hits 
and four walks and went through 
three Williamstown pitchers in the 
sixth for their dozen runs, 

Jonah Bayliss, who started on the 
mound for Williamstown Sunday, 
left for hockey camp during the 


three-day fifth-inning rain delay, 
leaving the pitching chores to Wil- 
son. 

But the way Pittsfield West was 
slapping the ball around in the sixth 
inning last night, it didn’t seem to 
matter who was on the mound, 

- Karen Carlo led off by reaching on 
an’ error, Beuth. singled to: right, and 
walked to load the: 


gi eee 1 Mee amr vol 
“After Aaron Belanger ‘drew an 


RBI walk, Brad: ‘Mason’ took the 


‘ He was. greeted by an RBI single 


by Joe :Maffudio and then yielded an 


_ RBI walk to’ Mike MacDonald, mak- 
ing it 8-3. 


. Kevin Brennan then swatted a 
three-run double to center, and Chap- 
man reached on an error with Bren- 
Man scoring. ©.) 

An infield hit by Ben Pigott, walk 
to Beuth, two-run single by Belanger 
ae RBI hit by Maffucio made it 16-. 

The Williamstown bench then 
summoned Josh Whitesell; one of the: 


_ few left-handed catchers in orga- 
nized baseball, to the mound, He did. 


put the fire out with a strikeout and 
an infield grounder after walking .a 
batter and hitting one. 
Beuth sewed it up in the bottom 
half, 1-2-3, with. the ball not leaving 
theinfield.’ 7° 9 


West coach, said the one big inning 
was a matter of, ‘““Today we had it 
and they didn’t. 


‘They (Williamstown) have a 
ood little téam.”’ p 
The Pittsfield West 9-10 All-Stars 
went 8-0 in the two tournaments. 
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Kid’s dream to materialize 
on Common Nov. 16. 


PITTSFIELD — A hundred parents moved heaven and earth 

_ to raise $38,000 to put up a new playground on the First Street 

Common. The. 8,100-square-foot kids’ paradise will be made of 
Douglas fir, metal and plastic. oe 

Volunteers will join the Kids’ Common Committee to assem- 
ble the structure on the Common Nov. 16, a Saturday, beginning 
at 7 a.m. It will serve as the playground both for the public and 
for the YMCA, Notre Dame School and the Pittsfield Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club, all. of which lack a playground that complies with 
new, stringent’ state safety standards. 

Four mothers — Debbie Dellinger, Sharon Semanie, Cindy 
Cerone and Alba Passerini — with the help of the city Parks 
Commission, founded a loose association of parents whose 
numbers eventually swelled to 100. 

All summer, said committee member Ann Tucker, the associ- 
ation raised money, selling peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwiches 
at the Fourth of July Parade, passing the hat at Pittsfield Mets 
games, conducting a bottle drive on “‘the hottest day of the 
summer.” They raised the money a nickel ata time,-said 
Tucker, who lives on Arlington Street and. has'three boys. 

General Electric donated $10,000; Kay Bee Toys kicked in 
another $5,000; lawyers, pediatricians, grandparents all gave 
Tucker said, “It was a real.grassroots effort.” 

The playset chosen is a Dr. Play, made by Columbia Cascade. 
It is installed above ground without the use of concrete posts 
and the entire area will be covered with 18 inches of hardwood 
chips donated by Kelly Hardwoods. 

The fence enclosing the area will represent the city govern- 
ment’s only contribution. Volunteers offering services, time and 
money will be welcomed, Tucker said. “We still need a ware- 


house and a forklift.” > se oe @ 
sa aoe allie Se wy 





Browns remain unbeaten in Pittsfield 


' The Browns scored their third consecutive shutout yesterday, de- 
feating the Rams 30-0 in Pittsfield Jumior League football play. Mike 
Hiltpold scored two touchdowns in the first half, as the Browns 
jumped out to a 24-0 halftime lead. John Duda scored a touchdown in 
the first quarter, falling ona loose ball in the end zone, while Tim 
Scott scored on a 32-yard interception return. The Rams fell to 0-3. 

In the other game, the Lions improved,to 2-1 with a 14-12 win over 
the Giants. Frank Scago’s 59-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter 
broke a 6-6 tie, and gave the Giants a 12-6 lead. But Justin Smith 
scored on. a 38-yard run to tie the score. He also ran in the two-point 
conversion for the deciding points. The Giants had a chance to win. 
but couldn’t punch the ball into the end zone with a fourth-down and 
goal from the Lions’ 5-yard line: : j 

Veo lV. 


Football league to sell season passes 
The Pittsfield Junior Football League will conduct its annual 


citywide door-to-door season ticket sale on Sunday beginning at 10° $4 
a.m, Players will be wearing football jerseys during the drive. Any 
parent wishing to help should report to the Common on First Street at. 


9:30 a.m. 


Y-6- Bi 


Browns, Lions win shutouts 
in junior football openers 


PITTSFIELD — The Browns and Lions kicked off the Pittsfield 
Junior Football League season with shutout victories yesterday at 
Wahconah Park. 

Joel Barsez ran. for three touchdowns, two from the one-yard line 
and one from the four, to lead the Browns, who beat the Giants 22-0. 
Mike Hiltpold had a pair of two-point conversions and Joel Brassard 
had’a 44-yard run for the winners. 

Justin Smith had a 45-yard scoring run and Tony Riello added a 24- 
yard TD as the Lions won 16-0 over the Ramis, who got.a 37-yard run 


fr i f 
om Tony Ortiz. ; Pe Ad ae 


Browns, Giants win in junior football 


The Browns scored a pair of touchdowns in the first quarter and 
held on to beat the Lions 14-0 in Pittsfield Junior Football, League 
action yesterday. The Giants beat the Rams 28-6 in other action. 

Jason Caparelli hit Tim Scott from 11 yards out to give the Browns a 
6-0 lead. Later in the quarter, Mike Hiltpold had an 18-yard touchdown 
run. Caparelli scored a two-point conversion, and the Browns had a 14- 
0 lead. 

‘The rest of the game was a defensive struggle, with T.J. Honnigan 
standing out for the Lions. 

Frank Scago scored two touchdowns to lead the Giants over the 
Rams. He scored on a 22-yard run in the first quarter and a 48-yard 
run in the third period and added a two-point conversion. The Giants 
got a touchdown from Kevin Steele on a 34-yard run and another score 
by Dan Sheldon from the 1, Tony Ortiz scored on a 35-yard run for the 
Rams’ only score, in the third quarter. D.. 0 Wu g, 





‘West Little League to hold elections 


The West Little League will hold a meeting at the Silver Sereen 
| Restaurant at.7:30 on Thursday to wrap-up the 1991 season and. elect 


officers for the 1992 season. All interested parents are asked to attend. 
eae “Fu As- A) 
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sale to benefit Wild Acres. 


\ 
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James Riddle went ahead of the rubbish.collectors and salvaged hundreds of items for a tag 


Rescued from trash piles, 


items selling at Wild Acres 


By Linda Burchard 
» Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The seven bi- 
eyeles ranged in size from a tiny 
Bee to a large Blue Angel. There 
were 10 strollers and, at least at 
opening time, 150 lawn chairs. 

There were two kitchen sinks. 
The double one had just sold for 
$8: the single sink was marked at 


In all, the tag sale that James 
‘Riddle started yesterday to bene- 
fit Wild Acres conservation and 
recreation area offered some 700 
items, all of them gleaned in 24% 
months of scavenging just ahead 
of Callahan Trucking’s rubbish 
collection trucks. The sale will 
continue today from 8 a.m. to 
noon at Wild Acres on South 
Mountain Road. 

“Pd be driving out here all the 
time and see stuff,” said Riddle. 
Once the idea took hold, he de- 
cided to try it for one day. 

» “I filled the truck up,” he said. 

- The furniture, lamps, sound 
equipment, strollers, playpens, 
| sparkly-studded dog-collars, etc., 
| were the pickings from two and a 
_ half months of collection. 

' “I never went through garbage 
) bags,” said Riddle, acknowledg- 
‘ing that his scouring trash piles 
| embarrassed his wife, Shirley. 
“And in all that time, only two 
| people told me to leave their 
trash alone. Most said ‘Help 
- yourself.’ ” 

Wearing a “Don’t Worry, Be 
“Grumpy” T-shirt, Riddle talked 
_about the reason behind the im- 
| pulse to turn trash into cash. The 
_ city’s budget for Wild Acres was 
~eut by $1,000, nearly half, and 

Riddle, volunteer conservation 
Properties manager, worried 
' about its upkeep. 

“You think of what you can do,” 


t 


Acres, and that can help support 
the area instead of drawing on 
the city treasury,” he said. 

Some of the items, when found, 
needed a small part to be opera- 
tional. Riddle said some of the 
strollers “needed a 3/8 rod.” A 
stroller “cost $99 at the store, and 
I sold it for $20.” 

“We're a throwaway society,” 
said Riddle. “Some of these 
things just needed a rivet or 
bolt.” 

“Most were just ‘a little rusty. 
People don’t want to be bothered 
to take them to the Goodwill,” he 
said. 

“This ‘would have all gone to 

Vicon,’ the city’s resource re- 
covery plant. “Now it gets to be 
used at least one more‘time.” 
- Riddle said he clearly marked 
which component of the sound 
systems. works and which does 
not. “The lamps all -work,’ he 
said. And the dozen-odd fans, he 
said, just needed thorough dust- 
ing and cleaning up in order to 
work. 

In addition to recycling stuff 
and raising $552 yesterday, the 
tag sale, said Riddle, attracted 
“more people that’ve never been 
out here, and they think it’s 
great.” 

Today, all items are half price. 

Whereas Riddle had marked 
the functional capabilities of 
mechanical and electrical appli- 
ances, some items required some 
degree of alertness. One browser, 
elated to fine a record jacket 
marked as Haydn’s Two Concer- 
tos for Hurdy Gurdy and Guitar 
Quartet, pulled out. the record 
and found 101 Strings Plays Hank 
Williams. 

One woman bought a bicycle 


pump and a swing-arm clamp-on 
lamp, in pieces. Her daughter 
bought more than a dozen 45-rpm 
.records, including the Beatles, 
Elvis Presly singing “Fated 
Love,” and the Eagles singing 
“Tying Byes.” 

John Robinson, 2%, tried out a 


‘ plastic horse, and a small fire 


engine. 

‘He checks out everything,” 
said his mother; Sheila Osborn. 

Stacy Horomanki, 9%, found 
two teddy-bear prints for 50 cents. 
“They've never been opened,” 
she said. 

Trying a wig 

Michael Baczek, 6, tried on a 
curly ash blond wig, one of four 
in the free section, which also 
included books with titles such as 
“The Penniless Peer,” “Witches 
Cove,” and “‘Lucifer’s Angel.” 

On a wall hung a clock, whose 
face was flanked by Jarge shiny 
gold plastic winged lions, ‘about 

‘the size of 2-month-old kittens: 
The clock face: itself, relatively 
small, hovered over a life-size 
garland of artificial roses, all on 
black velvet, with the numerals 
indicated by faceted sparkly 
plastic dots. All for $1. 

“For somebody that’s imto 
gaudy,” said Riddle. Said a young 
woman nearby, “My fiance woulc 
love it.” re 





said Riddle, who was laid off, > 


from the city last year after 
nearly 30 years. 
“T thought, ‘Pll try it. Pl put the 


proceeds into the Friends of Wild. 


North Little League meeting Monday 
S The Pittsfield North Little League has scheduled a meeti 
: orth » é ¢ ng Monda 
- at 6 p.m. at Morningside School for the election of officers and a 
begin plans for the 1992: season. All interested parties, are welcome. 
Further information may be obtained by calling league president 


Patricia Hogan, 443-3787. 9/5 B/ 4). 


fe Seka Ee Hit ; 9 pee sree Eagle S 
Bg) ’ ° ws Sb ae i : : 
Burying history, Pittsfield Parks Commission Chairman Roger | 
Sloper, left; and Centennial Commission member George W. Dickho 
insert time capsule into the turf on the First Street Common. 


Craig Walker / Berkshire Eagle Sta 
A walk in the park "q /2 %/ 4) 


Stacy Staman of Pittsfield enjoys mild weather while walk- . 
ing his dog in Kirvin Park on Williams Street recently. 


ee 399 feel 4 


ty gathered at Sprinigside House Saturday for an all- 


embers of the General Electric Elfun Socie 
[ay painting session. The volunteers gave the historic 


building — which hou tks” 
pepartment and Retired Senior Volunteer Program — se eles 


a new coat of white. paint with dark green 


Noe! Librizz! / Berkshire Eagle Staff u all Se ee 
: lloween Parade. 
i the 1970s, was ae pase 
. Pittsfield’s creche, shown here in Park Square during , pe a 5 1 
Perod ta Teetawt of St. Stephen’s Church following a Supreme Court planning under way 
decision in 1984. 9- ye alin | PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
& Ment of Parks and Reereation has 
~“™ announced that it has started 
5 ; é * ° \ “planning the 47th annual Hal-. 
Pitching in to restore Springside House o jowe on. Panedee ate cee ne: 
‘ : 7 i ~~ tional meeting has been set for 
The recent face lift given the ss ~~ Wednés day At Tp ine sp ace 
Springside House on North Street demonstrate ide House. 874. North St 
what can be accomplished when the: public and Local organizations have been 
private sectors combine their efforts. The Elfun invited to attend the meeting if 
Society and their fellow workers at GE organ- they plan to enter floats, bands or 
ized the face lift of the 120-year-old building, ‘marching units in the parade. | 
and they received help from the sheriffs de- All entries must have a theme 
partment, the Parks Commission, Pittsfield High that is Halloween-related, the - 
School, the Massachusetts National Guard, a department said, and any group 
Os, . + itizens ‘wishing to. participate must have 
variety of area businesses and private ci , ae Gk an fi 
It was the kind of cooperative piety oe pene oA oo eee a, 
among others. Ww : f Groups ‘interested in further 
effort that is needed more often in Pittsfield hae 


‘nformation may contact the de- 
and Berkshire County. VIE 9 VA : partment office at 499-9343. 





November 16 is target date for Kids Common 


- ‘The organizers of the Kids 
ho ee playground effort have 
turned to a doctor to supply 
equipment, “Dr. Play.” 

Ronald L: Packard, who works 
under the moniker “Dr. Play,” 
represents products of the Columbia 
Cascade Company, an. Oregon 
company specializing in playground 
products. 

Organizers of the Kids Common 
efforts told the Parks Commission 
Monday that Dr. Play was selected 
after a lengthy meeting be week 
before. 

“We really did agonize over the 
decision,” said Ann Tucker. 

Tucker, Packard and Debbie 
Dellinger updated the commission 
onthe status of the project which will 
probably be installed Saturday, 
November 16. 

Dellinger — reported that 
approximately $38,000 has been 
raised as of this junctureand that this 
should cover the equipment, 
installation and. some incidental 
expenses. 

Theplayground will consist of two 
separate structures and swings. One 
structure will be for toddlers, the 
other for older children. 

Organizers hope to receive an in- 
kind donation of mulch’ for the 
groundaround the structures, Tucker 


Said. 
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Packard shared preliminary 
diagrams of the structures, which 
will highlight green as their paary 
color. 

The unit for younger children will 


include eight decks, one ramp, a 
steering wheel, a mirror panel, talk" 


tube, tunnel crawl, incline ramp, 
clatter bridge, pipe walls, cargo net 
and two slides —a wide'slide and a 
tube slide. 

Older kids will have nine decks, 
two: twin track rides, an overhead 
ladder forclimbing,a moving bridge, 
two vertical climbers, four pipe walls, 
twin wave slides and a six foot he 
Slide. 

Installation, which Packard’ will 
supervise, will require 20 volunteers 
at a time, with a rotation system. 
Packard ‘will supply the necessary 
tools, : 

In giving approval to the Kids 
Common parents to order the 
equipment from Packard, the 
commission discussed several 
lingering concerns including specific 
siting of the structures, insurance the 
day of the installation and 
coordination with the Office of 
Community Development, which 


. will supply fencing. 


Asubcommittee of thecommission 
will soon tour the Common with 
Packard, Kids Common organizers 


and an architect. 


Kids Common organizers have chosen “Dr. Play” to supply the new ES The structure will 
include a slide like this one as well as two dozen other elements. 


Kids Common project hits fund goal < 


The fund drive for the Kids Com- 
mon playground is basically com- 


' plete, organizers told the ParksCom- 


- Mission Monday night. 

- Kids Common Finance Chair- 
woman Debbie Dellinger said that 

* excluding KayBee challenge money, 

expected to be some $5,000, the effort 

. has raised $32,642 to date. 

“We're winding down on the 
fundraising,” Dellinger said, having 
reached the amount believed to: be 
necessary to purchase and install the 
new playground at the Common on 
First Street. 

The’ three vendors who are final- 
ists will make presentations ata Tues- 
day meeting, Ann Tucker told the 
commission. Themeeting, tentatively 
slated for Morningside School, will 
be followed by the opening of sealed 
bids from the three companies: 

The companies were instructed to 
present a cost between $32,000.and 


$35,000, Tucker said, leaving money 
available for “any incidental ex- 
penses.” 

Commission members determined 
that thetimetable for installation may 
run into some bumps, especially as 
efforts must be coordinated with the 
Office of Community and Economic 
Development, which must put items 
out to bid. 

One concern, Tucker noted, was to 
avoid construction around Hallow- 
een, when the incipient structure 
would be a prime target for ‘esge 
ism. 


fice, raised questions about the type 
of ground cover planned forthe play 
area and the type of fencing needed. 
Other concerns include the exact lo- 
cation of the play equipment at the 
Common and what will become of 
the existing playground equipment. 

Following Tuesday’s selection 


Robert Mellace of the OCED of- 


meeting, Kids Common representa- 
tives will provide the commission 
with the desired plans for review, 
probably at the Sept. 23 meeting. The 
commission asked thata representa- 
tive of the proposed vendor also at- 
tend that meeting. 

In other business, Mellace dis- 
cussed a survey that may allow 
OCED to provide funding for im- 
provements at other parks and the 
commission granted permission to 
the Berkshire Rugby Club to use a 
city park for its fall season, which 


will include a tournament October 
12. 

The commission voted to hold the 
city’s Halloween parade Thursday, 
October 31 at 7 p.m. A raindate will 
bescheduled for the next night, No- 
vember 1. Official trick-or-treat hours 
will be 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m Wednes- 
day, October 30. 

By a unanimous vote, commission 
members voted tohave Paula Virgilio 
succeed Roxanne Spence as chair- 
woman. Spence will remain on the 
commission. 





Marchesi 


locked out 


of office 


By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — When John C. 
Marchesi went to work yesterday 
‘morning, he was locked out of his 
loffice. 

Marchesi was reporting to his 


ijob as recreation director in the . 


icity’s Parks and Recreation De- 
lpartment, for which he has 
worked for 36 years. 

Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
‘kowski had cut his $35,000-a-year 
|job from her original budget, His 
(job was later restored as part of 
{the budget compromise with the 
| City Council after a financial 
| deadlock shut down city govern- 

} rent for several days in early 
' August. 
Marchesi, a ay, at his’ 


MARCHESI, c tila ot wad 


1. MARCHESI, from BI 


home, said, “It’s not true,” when — Bs 
asked if his office had been 


locked. Asked whether he had | 


‘been able to work all day, he — 


ee “No comment,” and hung 


vBhe mayor said the door had 
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s office door lo oked! : 


continued, _that “these ‘are all 
private, non-profit corporations” 
that act in association with the 
city but are run by volunteers. 

Leaving records in a city office, 


she said, was probably “done very 


pe locked to “secure records” 
_ we have to operate under,” 


in his office at Springside House, 
department headquarters. “It has 
nothing to do really with John 
Marchesi,” she said. 

Wojtkowski said she had been 
alerted by a call Friday from “a 
citizen” who “questioned the ac- 
cessibility of — 


those records were being Kept in 
the Parks ‘Department. 


‘Secures’ records: 


She said records for “a number 
of leagues” were “being handled 
through the Parks Department” 


and called it “a. ‘situation where 


apparently something has been 
going on for years that ‘we never 
knew about.” 

Once she learned of this ‘situa: 
tion, she said, she had to “secure 
those records” until the situation 


, could be clarified. 


The mayor said she was in- 

| formed by the city solicitor, Paul 

W. Cormier, that the records were. 
in Marchesi’s office. 

There are, she said, “specific 

| laws governing the way a city has 

to handle its funds,” and only city 

‘employees who are bonded and 

who work i in the central financial 


ancial records” 
for an athletic league because . 


innocently.” It was “just conven- 


- tient, and they would have no way 


of knowing the kinds of laws that 


Marchesi’s office was locked 
yesterday morning, the mayor 


confirmed, but was unlocked by 


- afternoon. “I’m sure he under- 


~ stands that we were protecting 
. him as well as the city,” she said, 


by securing the records until “we 


could provide them to the proper 


authorities.” - 
Cormier could not be reached 


- for comment yesterday afternoon. 


_ The telephone in his city office 


went unanswered, and the phone 
for his Bank Row office, where he 
has his private law. practice, was 
“being. checked for trouble,” ac- 
cording to a recording. 


‘It’s amazing’ 


Councilor at large Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr., who has clashed in the 
past with the mayor over budget- 
ary matters and specifically about 


-funding for Marchesi’s job, said, 


offices are legally authorized to ‘ 


do that. 

She said i. has aeEBE the wae 
accountant to obtain the names of 
the leagues’ officers and request 
that thi eyes their records, 


League, Babe R 


R th, ae on 
ball and girls’ softball. They are 


“all wonderful orga spe vend 
that have for years used city per- 


sonnel in the a er 


“It's amazing how this city ran for 
so long with all these illegal 
things going on until Anne Wojt- 
kowski took over.” 

He said he was present Friday 
when two men he described as 
“the brass for the [building] de- 
partment” and Cormier ped to 
lock Marchesi’s office ir 
ide House 

“The mayor 


ie the wrong 
person,” Doyl 


. “This guy, I 


‘know, puts in more time than any 


other city em loyee.” As exam- 
ples, he cited Marchesi’s atten- 


dance, on his own time, at vari- 


Day baseball and football ‘games 


for city youngsters. 

“T feel that there’s a lot more 
important business to be taken 
care of in this city than who’s in: 
charge of the Little League 
checkbook,” he continued. 

According to Doyle, over the 
last three years, the Little League «| 
has been responsible for revamp- 
ing its facilities at three city 
parks — Deming Field, Clapp 
Park and the Brown Street field - 
— with privately raised money 
and donations from contractors, 
all managed through the city’s 
Little League board of directors — 
and with the approval of the 
Parks Commission. 


Because it has one of the pre- 


‘mier parks in the state, he said, 


Pittsfield has been host at Dem- 
ing for the state Little League 
tournament this year. “There 
were 2,000 people down there 
watching that game, and hotels 
were booked solid everywhere,” 
he said. 

He noted that the program 


booklet contained a welcoming 


letter from the mayor. 


James J. Hassett, president of 
the Babe Ruth League, said last — 
night that no records had been 
returned to him. He said 
Marchesi is treasurer of the 
league, keeps the records and has 
authority to sign checks. 


Although the league receives 
some city.funds, Hassett said, “we 
pay for all of ‘our own equip- 
ment.” Funds come. from league, 


sponsor and player fees, plus a 


once-a-year ticket drive. 

The Babe Ruth League hosts a 
state tournament every few years, 
he added. The tournaments, 
which last three to four days, use 
Wahconah Park and raise most of © 
their money through the sale of 
program’booklets; : 


Marchesi says mayor 
violated his rights 


By Randall Howe 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s recreation di- 
rector is contemplating a lawsuit against 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski for what he 
considers a violation of his civil rights. 

John C: Marchesi, recreation director for 35 
years, said his rights were violated when city 
employees allegedly entered his office in 
Springside House, rummaged through per- 
sonal belongings in his desk and removed a 
box of files-without his knowledge. 

Ralph Cianflone Jr., a lawyer representing 
Marchesi, said that employees of the main- 
tenance department, in the presence of City 
Solicitor Paul W. Cormier, locked the office 
around 3 p.m. on Friday. The lock was re- 
moved by 3 p.m. Monday, when Marchesi 
returned ‘to find his office disturbed and 
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Marchesi charges mayor 
violated his civil rights 


@ MARCHESI, from B1 


personal items. moved around in 
his desk. 

A short time later, Gene Vidoli, 
director of maintenance, and 
Susan Milne, city accountant, re- 
turned three boxes of files to 
Marchesi’s secretary, who re- 
turned two boxes of records to 
file cabinets in her office; One 
box of files was left to be placed 
in Marchesi’s office. 


Reason for action 


In a story in yesterday’s Eagle 
the mayor was quoted as saying 
that. Marchesi’s. office had. been 
padlocked to ‘‘secure the 
records” of four volunteer: ath- 
letic leagues — the Little League, 
Babe Ruth, Junior Football and 
Girls’ Softball — that were han- 
dled by the Parks and Recreation 
Department and were believed. to 
be in Marchesi’s office. She said 
that, by. law, only bonded city 
employees are authorized «to 
handle funds for the city. 


Milne said yesterday that she 
returned the, files after it was 
determined that the city was not 
responsible for funds deposited 
by the leagues and that they were 
instead in private bank accounts 
under the control of the organi- 
zations. After returning the files, 
she said she placed calls to the 
organizations and asked them to 
pick up all records and to change 


their IRS numbers, which’ had’ 
previously listed as city accounts. 

Milne added that the secretary 
had been present on Friday and 
had helped to load her files into 
those same boxes. 

Cianflone acknowledged _ that 
since’ about 1957 the Parks 'De- 
partment has used the city’s tax- 
exempt number in the purchase 
of equipment that: was in fact 
paid for by the leagues them- 
selves, since they’ did not have 
their own tax-exempt numbers. 

Cianflone said, “The mayor has 
no right to go into a city em- 
ployee’s desk. There has been an 
absolute violation of [Marchesi’s] 
civil rights.” He added that a 
phone call instead would have 
clarified the matter. 


Meeting called off 


Cianflone said that he and 
Marchesi had scheduled a meet- 
ing with the mayor on Monday 
afternoon at 1:30 to discuss the 
reasons for the city’s action. The 
mayor canceled the appointment 
and, in a subsequent phone call, 
assured Cianflone that nothing 
had been disturbed in the office, 
he said. , 

The. mayor: could not be 
reached for comment. For the 
second day in’ a row, Cormier’s | 
Bank Row office phone was an- | 
swered by a recording stating that | 
the line “was being checked for | 


trouble,” Qa) > Oy 





Another meeting set 
to plan Halloween event 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- | 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
scheduled a second organiza- 
tional meeting for the 47th annual 
Halloween Parade for Thursday 
at 7 p.m. at the Springside House, 

orth St. 
ad is still time to enter the’! 
parade and all participants are 
welcome, an announcement from 
department said. : 
er information regarding the 
parade can be obtained by con-_ 
tacting the department office at 


499-9343, Jb- 8-44 


‘Trick-or-treat candy ~ 
‘can be inspected _ 

tia PITTSFIELD — 
«ment of Parks an 
«and the Berkshire 
* Treasure Hunters 
candy inspection following trick 
or treat on Wednesday, Oct. 30. 


*. Trick or treat is Scheduled for 
9:30 to 7 p.m. 


The Depart- 
d Recreation 
Association of 


Children may bring their bags 
“of candy to the Springside House, 
=874 North St, between 6 and 8 
@P.m., to be inspected with metal 
“Sdetectors by the Berkshire Asso- 
tiation of Treasure Hunters, 


The inspection js free and al] 
-Children ‘are welcome, an an- 
, 2ouncement from the Department 
«of Parks and Recreation said. 

4A i3- c} ? 


Halloween party | 


Sunday at CYC 


PITTSFIELD — The Catholic 
Youth Center will be scene of a 
mammoth Halloween party. Sun- 
day from 5 to 7. 

Sponsored by the, CYC Service 
Society, it will incliide a haunted 
house, movies, games, food and a 
costume-judging contest with 
prizes. Further information may 
be obtained by calling the CYC. 


leks /@y, 





Dowd seeks Springside Park 


PITTSFIELD — Ward 1 City 
cited a need for im 
at Springside Park. 

“Springside Park once was, and 
of our city,” Dowd Said. He said i 


Dates for Halloween 
activities announced 


PITTSFIELD — The Board 
of Park Commissioners has 
announced the dates for pe | 
annual trick or treat and Hal- 
loween Parade. : 
vTriek or ‘treat will be held 
Wednesday, Oct. 30, from 5:30 

m. 
rie 47th annual Halloween 
Parade is scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 31, beginning at | 





} 
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Browns improve to 4-0 in Pittsfield 

e 3 Ti C iasi hdown runs as the 
Joel Barsez, Tim Scott and T.J. Lampiasi had touc 

‘Browns defeated the Giants 22-0 Monday night at Wahconah Park 4 

‘remain unbeaten and unscored upon in the Pittsfield Junior Footba 

‘League. Barsez had a 63-yard run to set up his own 5-yard TD, ae 

‘ran 23 yards and Lampiasi 5 yards. Barscz and Jason Caparelli ha 

conversion runs for the 4-0 Browns. 

| dn other action, Justin Smith had a 55-yard touchdown run and made 


i i to 3-1 with an 8-2 win 
.ethe tackle for a safety as the Lions improved i 
over the Rams. The Lions also made a goal-line stand in the second 
“quarter, and Erik Pompi accounted for the Rams’ points with a safety. 


6. 


i been 
7 p.m. A rain date has 
bo sduled for Friday, Nov. 1, 


ere £0/9/ 9; 


Girls Inc. plans Halloween Party 


PITTSFIELD — Girls Inc. will have its annual children’s ’ 
Halloween Party on Tuesday, Oct. 29, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

The party will begin with a “Grand March” around the 
gymnasium. There will be prizes for the best costumes: funni- 
est, scariest, prettiest, most original and most like Halloween. 

Other activities will include bobbing for: apples, musical 
chairs and pumpkin painting. Refreshments will be served at 
the end of the evening. 

The party is open to children of kindergarten age and above. 
Parents have been asked ‘to drop their youngsters off at 7 and 
pick them up promptly at 8:30. : 

The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation will co- 
sponsor the event. z 


*- Both games were moved to Monday night because of r 


iin a 


Parade planning , 
session scheduled 
PITTSFIELD — The. Depart- 


ment of Parks and Recreation has 


scheduled a planning meeting for 
the 47th annual Halloween Pa- 
rade at the Springside House, 874 
North St., on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Anyone who plans to take part 
in the parade must be present at 
this meeting or send a represen- 
tative, the department said. 
Questions may be answered by 
contacting the department office 


ain Sunday. 



















Council candidate Paul Do 


could be again, 
t has become a 


Free tickets are limited to 100 and are available at the main 
office on a first-come, first-served basis. More information is 


(d-t§ - 4 


available from Girls Inc. at 442-5174. 


at 499-9343. aa 
The parade will be Thursday, 
Oct. 31, at 7 p.m. ‘ BO cs 


™ € 





Ghost walk 


slated tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club senior 
leaders club will hold its annual 
Halloween ghost walk tomorrow 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
cents, and tickets may be pur- 
chased at the door, the club an- 
nounced. 

Also, the club will have its an- 
nual Halloween Party Saturday 
from 2:30 to 4. All members be- 
tween the ages of 6 and 12 are 
welcome and must wear cos- 
tumes, the announcement said. 

There will be costume judging, 
games and refreshments, and 
prizes will be awarded. The 
Party, as in the Past, will be eo- 
Sponsored by the Pittsfield De- 
Partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation. 
Tickets, at 75 cents, may be ob- 
tained at th Boys’ and Girls’ 


ab: (ORL 3/47. 


patrols 


The price is 25 — 





Pittsfield Central plans 
week of Halloween event 


PITTSFIELD — Halloween in the downtown will be a seven- 
day celebration beginning tomorrow and ending with the 47th 
annual Halloween parade on Thursday, Oct. 31, 

- The’ Pittsfield Central Halloween Planning Committee an- 
nounced the schedule yesterday. 

Beginning tomorrow night, from 6 to 10, Berkshire Public 
Theatre on Union Street will open its doors for “hair-raising 


haunted theater tours” for youngsters. Admission is $3 per 
person. 


Similar tours will be given Saturda 
from noon to 9; Monday, 
and Thursday, from 4 t 
during the parade. 


Special backstage tours for young children will be given 


y from noon to 10; Sunday 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 6 to 9, 
© 10, with no tours to be conducted 


Tuesday and Wednesday at 10 a.m. 4 


On Saturday at 11 a.m., children will be treated to spooky 
Halloween stories at the Hither/Or Bookstore at 122 North St. 

On Tuesday, the Berkshire Athenaeum will offer Halloween 
crafts for 3- to 5-year-olds in conjunction with its regularly 
scheduled storytime and preschool movies. 

Wednesday is designated as Trick or Treat night, with ghosts 
and goblins making their way through neighborhoods from 5:30 
to 7. The Berkshire Association of Treasure Hunters will 
i dy at the Springside House from 6 to 8. 


» to be held between 7 and 9 p.m., is 
sponsored by the city’s 


Parks and Recreation Department and 
The Berkshire Eagle. Costumed youngsters begin the march at , 


the corner of First and E 
Street to Wahconah Park. 
For non-parade participants, the Berk: 
| Halloween party from 7 to 9 
volunteers and staffers will tell 
| goers in pumpkin and gourd 
| includes lectures on bats and displays of the museum’s ¢ 
Admission is free to museum members, $1 per person { AR 
members and $3 for families of three or more. 7 


f #724 Sd 


ast streets, then proceed down North*® 


shire Museum plang“¥o 
p.m. on Thursday. Mus¢ 
ghost stories and lead Pp 
activities. The program 


and drug abusers and a gathering 


aid of volunteers to 
Said he is a willing 
n to increase police 
on our natural assets 
as a symbol of our 
Perous once again.” 


S efforts and 


, I will take Prompt actio 
presence in the park,” he said. “Let's capitalize 


both in terms of people and our Surroundings 
commitment to making Pittsfield healthy and pros 

Dowd reiterated his commitment to public Service and volunteerism. 
. “Public service has always been one of my highest priorities,” he 
Said. He has served on the Catholic Youth Center and Boys’ and Girls’ 


Club boards, as a Little League coach and as a member of the 
American Legion, and 


is president of the local immy 
a cal chapter of the Jimmy 


é 


Goclowski stresses work on parks 


PITTSFIELD — Ward 4 Councilor Bernard J. Goclowski yesterday 
cited his accomplishments in the ward’s parks. 

He said 21. crab apple trees have been planted on East Street near 
Pittsfield High School in spite of the state’s contention they couldn’ 
be planted, and eight trees were moved to Kirvin and Marchisio Parks. 
The Deming Park entrance near Palmer’s has been improved, he said, 
and a pedestrian light installed at Kirvin Park. : 

Goclowski said Fred Garner Park at the old pumping station on 
Pomeroy Avenue will be dedicated soon, and Root Park on the - 
Herberg School grounds will be restored with playground equipment. 
He also is Park Commission liaison with the Kids’ Common committee, 
is chairman of the Office of Community and Economic Development 
committee to provide adequate funding, and is working’ to provide 
access to Kirvin Park from Filomena, Juliana and Andrea drives, he 
said. 

The councilor also pointed to his initiation of a sidewalk project 
that resulted in a total of two miles of walkways being constructed 
around the city’s schools. LOf %192 
























Speed skating meeting is Tuesday 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club has scheduled an organiza- 
tional meeting Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St, 


club president Suzanne Tremblay has announced. . 


«The club holds practice sessions at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club rink 


Tuesdays from 7:15 to 8:15 p.m. and Sundays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 


Anyone interested in joining the club is invited to attend the 
meeting, ‘and more information may be obtained from club secretary/ 


treasurer Patricia Peaslee at her Shore Drive home. 


18/5 41. 


Youth Football 


Giants, Browns win in Junior League 


The Giants defeated the Lions 12-8 and the Browns stopped the 
Rams 32-0 last weekend in the Pittsfield Junior Football League. 
Frank Seago scored two touchdowns to pace the Giants, while Justin 
Smith scored a touchdown for-the Lions on a 40-yard run. Smith also 
added the conversion. For the Browns, Joel Baresz scored three 
touchdowns and added a conversion, while Jason Caparelli seored a 
touchdown and also scored*a conversion for the winners. Mike 
Hiltpold and T.J. Lampiasi also chipped in with two-point scores. 

Smith won the league’s sportsmanship award in a ceremony at 
halftime. John Quinlan won the Fred P. Gardner Award for service to 


the league. safes f / Tf 


' 5-yard TD runs in th 


__ The Browns scored 
. Hiltpold going 5 yards for one score 
The Giants defeated the Rams 34 
. for two touchdowns and threw for a 
+ Isyard TD runs and threw a 25 
Frank Scago also had a 46 


OcyYoOBVER (149) 


SZ 


Browns win Pittsfield championship 


Joel ‘Barsez scored three touc 
Lions 38-0 Sunday to clinch th 
championship, 

. Barscz scored on a 1 


after the first quarter 


hdowns as the Browns defeated the 
e Pittsfield Junior Football League 


"yard run in the first quarter, along with 28- and 

e Second quarter. The Browns held an 8-0 lead 

and jumped out to a 24-0 lead at halftime. 

two more touchdowns in the third quarter, Mike 
and 21 yards for a second. 


0. Quarterback Kevin, Steele ran 
third in the win. He had:a pair of 


-yard scoring Strike to William Auger. 
-yard touchdown. run for the Giants,.. 


70-45 - GI 
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Halloween parade 


slated in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — The 47th an-. 
nual Halloween parade will begin 
: at 7 p.m. tomorrow. ‘ 


The parade will form on East 
Street and travel up North Street 
and ‘end at Wahconah Park. All 
bands and’ marching units will 
disperse‘at the park. 

Floats ‘should drop off their 
riders and continue to their point 


of origin. ‘The reviewing stand 
will be erected by the park main- 
‘tenance crew and will be in front 


of Pittsfield: Furniture ‘Co., 180 


.. North St. 


THe parade will consist of 
bands, floats and marching units 


, from Joeal area schools, as well as 


other community organizations: 
- Grand: marshal for the event, 
which: is: sponsored by the De- 


‘partment of Parks and Recreation 


and The Berkshire Eagle, will be 
Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano. 
First-, second- and third-place 
floats will receive prizes of $100, 
$75 and $50 each. First-, second- 
and third-place bands will re- 
ceive awards of $100, $75 and $50. 
In addition, judges stationed at 


"the parade lineup will award gift 


certificates to 20 children in cos- 
tumes. The children will be given 
ribbons to wear and may receive 


their, gift ‘certificates at the De- 


partment of ‘Parks and Recre- 
ation; 

Marching units and bands have 
been askéd to line up on the 
south: ‘side of East Street, facing 
Park Square; no later than 6:30 
p.m. 

Marching units and bands in 


Section I will line up from the 
corner of First Street and East 
Street to Bartlett Avenue; Section 
Il, from Bartlett Avenue to- 
Pomeroy Avenue; Section III, 
from Pomeroy Avenue to. Pitts-.. 
field High School driveway,- and 
Section IV, from the Pittsfield 
High School driveway to Appleton 
Avenue. Be 
The line of march is as follows: 


SECTION | 
Pittsfield Police Department cruiser 
Pittsfield Recreation Department car 
VFW Post 448 color.guard 
Grand marshal Carmen C. Massimiano. 
Berkshire County House of Correction float 
Pittsfield Fire Department & Sparky 
Pittsfield High School band 
Pittsfield High School marching unit 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen 


SECTION Il 
Nessacus Middle Schoo! Band 
Artworks marching unit 
WBEC van 
Allendale School float 
Allendale Schoo! marching unit 
Girl Scouts marching unit 


SECTION Ill 
Lee High School Band 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club swim team float 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club swim team marching 
unit 
Cub Scouts Pack 47 
Highland School/Berkshire Gas float 
Highland School marching unit 


SECTION IV 
Wahconah Regional High School Band 
Stearns School vehicle 
Stearns School float 
Stearns School marching unit 
Williams Schoo! marching unit 
Kay-Bee Toys/Morningside. Community 
School float 
Kay-Bee Toys/Morningside Community 
School marching unit 
Pittsfield Police cruiser 








‘Parade attracts 11,000 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_PITTSFIELD — -More than 
11,000 spectators lined North 
Street and environs for the 47th 
annual Halloween parade last 
night. ii 
It was a balmy night for a pa- 
rade — not too cold for costumed 
children who were awed by the 
colorful floats in the parade that 
seemed shorter than usual: As 
always on this festive evening, 
long a Pittsfield tradition; proud 
parents escorted their little hob- 
goblins, witches and clowns, who 
lined both sides of North Street. 
Some smart people brought lawn 
chairs.and placed them in the 
median strip along the way. 


Many of the shops remained 
open for prospective customers. 
One, BJ Terry Athletic Wear at 
the Shops at Englands, had three 
very fit young people demon- 
strating exercise equipment and 


SNP Ys 


, Photos by Leslie Neves / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Pupils from Williams School march down North Street in the 47th annual Halloween parade. 


Halloween parade short but sweet 
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@ PARADE, from B1 


the Berkshire Gas Co., took. first 
place with 1,145 points in the 
floats category, judged by Louis 
Russo, Anthony M. Sacchetti Jr. 
and his wife, Dolly Sacchetti. 
Allendale School took second 
place with 1,090 points, and 


| 5 
Stearns School, 1,025. 

“There were very impressive 
floats this year; they all did a 
great job,” said Linda King, who 
assisted John C. Marchesi. with 
parade arrangements. Marchesi is 
director of recreation for the © 
Department of Parks and Recre-:. 
ation, and King used to be the - 
department’s recreation. supervi- 
sor until she was laid off. She was 
called back for this special event 
and will be on duty until the end 
of the year,she said: 

Bands were judged by Alexan- 
der Quaglietti, Donald Colemen 
and James Penoyer. Wahconah 


_ Regional .High School. came ‘in : 
| first with 250 points; Pittsfield 
- High School; second with 240 

points; Lee High School, third, 


and Nessacus Middle School, 
fourth with 135 points. 


Giving credit 


“They're getting better and 
better every year,” King said. 
“You have to give them credit,” 

First-prize winners receive $100 
oe second-prize, $75, and third, 
00, : 

The parade formed on East 
Street and traveled up North 
Street, past the reviewing stand 
at 180 North St. and ‘continued on 
to Wahconah Park. It had 29 
units, consisting of ‘floats, bands 
and marching units. ‘ 

Allendale School, with the most 
marchers, at least 350, received 


| the $25 prize for the school or 


organization with ‘the largest 
number of members marching in 
the parade. ‘ 

Roseann Kudlate was chairman 
of costume awards, assisted by ° 
Joan Wooley and Nella Crocini. 


| They will award gift certificates 
| to 20 individual children march- 


inginthe parade. | 

Grand marshal for the event, 
which was sponsored by the Park 
Department and The Berkshire 
Eagle, was Sheriff Carmen C. 
Massimiano. Deputy. sheriffs had 
40 uniformed marshals walking in 
the parade. 

“The Police Department did a 


fitness exercises in the window a Bb, _» super job on traffic control,” King 
: $ ae 2 oie ff ees) Said. “They did a wonderful job.” 
Highland School, sponsored by ee sf : 


: a nar Lt. John Grady was.in charge of 
PARADE, continued on B6 Pate ede Beth and’Rich.Hoeh the detail, she said. 5, } ; l 4 ti 


Two-year-old Thomas Hart af : : ' 
has good vantage point on the : : mp serie 
shoulders of father, Richard. Little Lauren Trembley, 1, watches from curbside in her warm bunny suit. 





Kids’ Common 


This is a model of the playground that volunteers are 


going to erect at the Common on First Street in 


From graveyard to... 
odern playground — 


Park at the Common 
has served a variety of . 
roles. 


The Common is the chameleon of 
Pittsfield parks. Throughout its his- 
tory this First Street tract has had 
many different identities and roles, 
ranging from the gaiety of its new 
Kids Common: playground to the 
site’s macabre origins as a short-lived 
graveyard. 

The Common’s appearance also 
changes frequently. Under the right 
conditions, its ‘expansive lawn and 
the stately backdrop of the old Cen- 
tral School building impart a spa- 
cious grandeur to the city’s urban 
center, almost as though an old etch- 
ing ofa morerefined era in Pittsfield’s 
past had come to life. At other times, 
the gaudy lights and hurly-burly of 
visiting carnivals give the Common 
a bustling sense of seedy but vibrant 
vitality. 

Perhaps because it is so change- 
able, the Common is often taken for 
granted, especially when compared 
to its smaller, but more prominent 
sibling, Park Square. While there are 


reams of material about the history 
of Park Square, material about the 
Common’s past is sparse and hard to 
find. ioe 

But the Common has a fascinating 
—although notalways distinguished 
— history. “6 
A grave start 

The story of the Common actually 
begins elsewhere — at Pittsfield’s 
first graveyard near Park Square. 


When Pittsfield. was originally 
settled, the community’s first-meet- 
ing-house (church) was built by the 
village’s central intersectian, where 
the First Congregational Churchnow 
stands on the north side of Park 
Square. Be 

The land adjacent to the meeting 
house was designated as the town 
cemetery in 1764. The cemetery lot 
included the land from East Street at 
Park Square extending north to what 


is now: Fenn Street, and east from 
North Street to'St:Stephen’s Church. 

It must have’seemed like a good 
idea-at the time: Pittsfield was then 
merely a crossroads in the forest: But 
as the community grew, using this 
prime chunk of real estate for a:cem- 


_ etery. became increasingly impracti- 


cal. New businesses ‘and homes en- 
croached on the cemetery’s bound- 
aries, and it was'clearthe site would 
soon -have no room to accommodate 
new.occupants. 


In 1833, a town committee was 
appointed to find’ a new cemetery © 


site. At their recommendation, eight 
acres east of today’s First Street were 
purchased from Thomas Melville for 
$125 per acre. Several years later, five 
acres more were added on the north 
end. 3 

This land: became known: as the 


Town Lot; and.is the basis of today’s - 


Common. f 

The graves from the old cemetery. 
were moved to one section of this lot, 
and new burials took place there. 


eee 
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Pittsfield on Nov. 16. The model has been displayed 
at the Berkshire Mall and Berkshire Athenaeum. 


Whenthetown purchased thetract, “1% 


it was ontheoutskirts of central Pitts- 
field, and seemed anappropriateset- 


See HISTORY page 0 


} wo wk 


Happy kids can now play at the new Kids Common, a site with 
lively history. Playground construction photos, page 13. 
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Playgrounds built 


@ PLAY, from Bl 
with that of other places. He 
travels around New. England and 
helps raise a playground nearly 
every Saturday. 

“These people, once you start 
them, they can continue with very 
little supervision,” Packard said. 


Ann Tucker, an Arlington Street 
mother of three who was active in 
the fund drive, said many of 
Pittsfield’s finest carpenters vol- 
unteered their Saturday to the 
project. 

She said the diversity of the 
workers was “amazing. We’ve got 
unemployed carpenters, the 
youngest vice president at GH, 
social workers, Andy Kelly 
showed up. Look,” she said, 
“There’s a parks commissioner 
actually holding a shovel.” 


It was true, Parks Commis- 
sioner Clifford Nilan had a shovel 
and was filling in a post hole. 
Kelly, who ran an unsuccessful 
campaign for mayor, looked 
happy and relaxed as he helped 
set a wooden ‘post in concrete. 


Free grading 


The concrete and grading were 
provided for free by Petricca 
Construction Co., and students at 
the Taconic High School Voca- 
tional Education Program will do 
much of the finish carpentry. 


Tucker estimated that the 
goods-and services donated were 
worth almost twice what it cost to 
buy the playground equipment. 
“All it took was a phone call to 
say we need this and this and 


' this, and people gave it to us.” 


While 70 volunteers worked fe- 


verishly to get the playground up 
before dusk, they had an esti- 
mated four hours work left as the 
light waned. They planned to fin- 
ish starting at 9 a.m. today, 


The smaller playground in 
Housatonic was done by mid- 
afternoon, thanks to the efforts of 
52 volunteers. “I want to go play 
on it, but we have to wait until 
Monday for the concrete to set,” 
Atwood said. “We're going: to 
have to post a guard around it so 
nobody gets on it and ruins all 
this work.” é 


Atwood thanked the playground 
committee that helped raise the 
money: Diane Homeyer, Patricia 
Fiske, Ann Filec, Debbie Caffrey 
and Nancy Patterson. In Pitts- 
field, Tucker said the prime 
movers were Debbie Dellinger, 
Sharon Semanie, Cindy Cerone 
and Alba Passerini. 


The playground will be dedi- 
cated next Sunday at 1 p.m., and 
children will — for a $5 donation 
— be able to have their hand- 
prints and names included in a 
U-shaped piece of concrete that 
will mark the spot for a plaque 
that will be installed later. 


Left, Housatonic volunteers assemble a new playground 
above, Jeff Gifford works on a similar project in 


while 
Pittsfi 





eld. 
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On primary night, Wojtkowski campaign manager Terry 
Holland listened with concern as the early numbers 
showed that his candidate would be the first incumbent 
mayor ever eliminated in a primary, a dramatic contrast to 
QQ meat her triumphant re-election two years earlier. 





' About 70 panniers: converged on the Common 
in Rips yesterday to build a playground. 


Photos by Mark Mitchell 


Henry Cadorette was among those who he ed construct the 
mostly wood playground ae in Pi peels: Workers 


will 


inish today. - 
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Amazing mazes constructed 


By Daniel O. Bellow 
‘ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Two playgrounds sprang from the recently graded 
earth of schoolyards in Pittsfield and Housatonic yes- 
terday, as people from all walks of life joined in a 
modern version of a barn raising. 

Starting about 6 a.m., trucks and backhoes and trac- 
tors rumbled across the Berkshire Common and the 
Housatonic Elementary School playground, followed by 
volunteers wielding shovels and rakes and carpenters 
frantically sawing and bolting things together. 

Both in Housatonic and in Pittsfield, the organizers 
were mothers who were concerned about the lack of a 
safe and friendly place to play. 

Maureen Atwood, one of six mothers who organized 
‘the Housatonic playground effort, which culminated in 
yesterday’s installation of the Big Toys playground in 
the schoolyard, said, “We decided we should do some- 
thing major.” 


Through bake sales, corporate solicitations and raf- ’ 


fles, the women from Housatonic raised $26,000 in six 
months to buy the equipment. The women from Pitts- 
field, in a similar time” period, raised $40,000, from 
passing the hat at‘a Pittsfield Mets game to a grant 
from the United States Depa iment of Housing and 
Urban Development. 


Answer man oe 


Pittsfield selected a ee made by Golimmbia 
Cascade of Douglas Fir, metal and plastic. Columbia 
Cascade’s New England representative is Ronald 
Packard of Salem, N.H.,. who calls himself Dr. Play and 
really does have a doctorate i in education... 

He hustled. around: ‘the site like a man possessed, 
telling people what to. do, hhow to handle the equip- 
ment, answering a question every 15 seconds. 

“You've got a lot of good’ skilled people here,” he 
said, asked BOM Pittsfield’s community effort compared 


fi ie at 4 a. PLAY, continued on B5 


No playground equipment available 


The Parks Commission decided 


_ Monday to delay any decisions on 


playground equipment allocations 
until the Spring. 
The installation of the new Kids 


‘Common generated several requests 


for.the old equipment that had.been 
in place at the Common. 

“After hearing that only a baby 
swing set was salvageable fromthe 
Common; however, See ‘commission 


opted to make no equipment prom- 
ises. 

Also at Monday's meeting, the 
commission discussed problems with: 
all terrain vehicles.and dirt bikes:at 
Springside Park ‘and Kirvin™ ‘Park. 
Both facilities will have locked gates * 

‘The commissioners also. voted .to 


.order.a homeowner-on Pontoosuc= 


Lake to repair a Park fence and stop : 


using a city parking lot for driveway 
access. 

The commissioners also learned 
that nearly 20 trees had been offered 
as possibilities for Park Square and 
that one will be selected this week. . 

“John “Marchesi reported ‘that the 
Halloween parade was asuccess and 
thatit wasmarked by “thebest traffic 
*control‘in 40 years of the Halloween 


“Parade.” fhe Dj 9) 
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A day for 


threatened by “bad tinies or bad 
people.” 

Ann Tucker, a Pittsfield mother 
who coordinated the new play- 
ground effort and was active in 
raising the $40,000 in donations 
needed for the project, said the 
group had no idea so many chil- 
dren would use the new play- 
ground, which was completed a 
week ago. 

A federal grant for at least that 
amount will come from the De- 
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development in Washington, D.C. 

“This was an informal group 
tied by phone lines and the fact 


that we have children,” she said. ~ 


“We are not a group of profes- 
sional do-gooders.” 

Every slide and swing, she said, 
was paid for with contributions 
from, the community. Money was 
also raised at a bottle drive, a 
Pittsfield Mets baseball game 
where a hat was passed and by 
selling T-shirts at the Berkshire 


a 





playground revelers 


Mall. 
She listed a number of business 
people — surveyors, contractors, 


lumber companies, food purvey-. 


ors and others — who helped 
over the months. On Saturday, 
Nov. 16, 118 people showed up at 
the site for the real work of as- 
sembling the structure, said 
‘Tucker. 


Positive news 


The playground, said Tucker, is 
good news for those who believe 
nothing positive happens in 
Pittsfield. 

The structure, made of Douglas 
Fir, metal and plastic, was pur- 
chased from Columbia Cascade. 

Michael Chenail, who works for 
the Ad-Lib Center for Indepen- 
dent Living and is involved with 
Berkshire Self-Advocates, said he 
was satisfied that the Kids’ 
Common Committee will make 
some minor changes to the play- 
ground for disabled children. 

When the speeches were over, 


Samuel Campoli, 18 gta tess of Richmond, gives the new playground at Hie Berkshire 
Common a thorough. going-over.. Lia ; i 





Has- WwW 


n finge: up along a 38-foot, 
le, newly poured ce- 





ment border on the south side of 


the playground te plunge their 
small cold ‘hands into the gray 
cement, for a permanent record 
of their presence on dedication 
day. 

' However, organizers were wor) 
ried last night that the handprints 
might have been temporary, since 


rain may have washed them 


away. 
If So, the prints will be eoner 
again in the spring, said Tucker: 
The hand prints, which cost $3 
per child, raised about $200 for 
the purchase of a plaque that will 
dedicate the playground to the 
children of Pittsfield. mee 
Also making brief remarks were 
Mayor Anne Everest. Wojtkowski; 
Mayor-elect Edward M. Reilly; 
Paula Virgilio, chairman of the 
city Park Commission; and Cliff- 
ord J. Nilan, a member of the 
Park Commission and of the Kids’ 
Common steering committee, 





On the fast teaoke 


Lindsi Brodeur, 7, OF Pittsfield gives the track ride a ioe at the’ hew 


Kids’ Common playground. ‘The project, built through donations and 
volunteer effort, 


swarming with children. 
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was nearing completion _yesterday 






ave: a 


Joel Librizzi 


‘Sill Laveday, 1, of Pittsfield makes an Imprint on the order of the’ new playground. 


Chaly rain fails to dampen spirits: at Common 


~ By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Nagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD ee The cold, gray, 
‘damp chill of November failed: to 


| deter scores of children and grown- 


“ups who gathered at the Pittsfield 


Common yesterday afternoon to cel- © 
‘ bere the, EogaicHon of a new ple ae 


") . a 


dren clambering over the new, 
wooden fort-like structure, city. offi- 
cials and the volunteer coordinator 


"praised what they called the tireless. 
efforts of volunteer parents, the gen- 


erosity of businesses and the inspira- 
tion of children in making the new . 


playground a happy reality for ae 


city in tough economic times 


tJ. Hébert, forme r eity 
superin 3 nt, ‘declared the 


tribute toa group of community All- 
Americans.” The volunteers have 
~ proven to the “gloom and doom: mer- 
* chants” that Pittsfield is not a city 
. without inspiration and goodwill. 


 Gpivit ‘very much alive’ 
“The spirit of the community 
very much. alive,” he said, adding t} 


Pittsfield’s vision should not: 


“COMMON, cen nee U 








Christmas tree 
beings sought 
for Park Square 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Department .of Parks and: Recre- 
ation has announced: ‘that itis. 
seeking the donation of a 40- to 
90-foot Christmas. tree for Park 
Square. 

The tree’ will” be cut and 
erected in Park Square later this 
-month, 

People who have trees to do- 
nate may. contact the Parks De- 


N oVeen ees 999) 


by & 


Springside Park 
has volunteer ‘friends’ 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: 


If Paul Dowd was 
ested in Springside Park ' 
Oct. 31], he would know 
volunteer group already exists 
They are “The Friends of 
Springside Park.” This un-— 
heralded group spent weekend 
after. weekend cleaning up years~ 
of accumulated debris and ‘neg- 
lect. They used their own tr 4 
and trailers and supplies dor 







os x 


partment at 499-9343. ,, /) by area businesses, To 5 est | 
the dA a the park is forgotten isa Fy; in | 
the face to these volunteers. 


SU; 
Pittsfield ay dae : 
/. 


The Pittsfield Gazette, November 7, 1991 


SPOOKY 
FUN ‘91 








The city’s annual Halloween parade offered a respite 
from politics for adults and a chance to march in 
costume for hundreds of Pittsfield youngsters. 





Children like the pair at the top of the page weren t the. 
only cute costume wearers — at top left is a canine 
costume displaying true imagination. 


While not as big as the community’s mammoth Fourth 
of July parade, the Halloween version has a more 
casual feel thanks to the many schoolchildren who 


walk the entire route. 











Fur-free Friday : 
‘Catherine Carrozza of Pitts 


yas part of a demonstration against the 


Killing of animals to ma 
yesterd % ling of an Bs 





pestis 





a ‘a “ae ’ 
« Kids’ Common had many ‘movers 


feeding and caring of over 100 
volunteers over the two-day 
building period. Sarah Milano 
handled the detailed finances 
and list of donors. Lynne Daley 
ensured us a safe play surface 
when a donation of “mulch fell 
through at the last moment. Tom 
and Leslie Curley donated hours 


i Zim- 
i dled our of legal expertise. John Z 

Bo Sel Rabe a stage to merman coordinated -Suppliers 

construction. Sue- Haddad and at cree i iietataels Ae 
ie Ri ized the cou 
Marie Richardson organ contripulions 

The size of this successful 

grass-roots effort dictates that 

more than four people “moved” 

this: project to completion. The 

four named in Mr. Bellow’s arti- 

cle are the originators of the 

Kids’? Common project. 


Additionally, Kids’ Common 
raised almost $40,000 from private 
sources in order to purchase the 
actual) playgound equipment. 
Another $40,000 was provided 
through a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Ur- 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


The planning, fund-raising and 
building of Kids’ Common, the 
new playground at the Berkshire 
Common on First Street, required 
many more “movers” than men- 
tioned in Daniel Bellow’s article 
[Eagle, Nov. 17]. 

For instance, Ann Tucker 


ban Development. A portion of . 
the grant money was used to buy 


mulch. for the play surface, a 
small amount of lumber for the 


retaining wall and the fence sur-: 


rounding the playground. The 


sfield was among rotesters at Park eas 
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Christmas lights go on 


in downtown Pittsfield 


__ PITTSFIELD — Christmas lights were turned on downtown 
~ dast. ni it’ following a volunteer effort from crews of Warner 
Cable who erected the decorations in an operation that had 


beenirained out twice, 









a 
during the day, she said. 







Bl tric. Co. 


three candidates. = 






tree this year. 


Noe! Librizl / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


laefar. 
are in Pittsfield | 
fur garments. _ 


Saturday, weather permitting, with 
the installation of the Kids Common 
playground. 

Two shifts of 20 volunteers each 
will work to install the structure, a 
modern play area designed to safely 
challenge a wide age tange of 
children. 

First envisioned during a 
discussion among some city parents 
earlier this year, the Kids Common 
blossomed into a grassroots effort. 

“Everything is on track,” said Paula 
Virgilio, chairwoman of the Parks 
Commission,”"which will assume 
responsibility for the structure after 
its installation. ; 

The playground at the Common 
on First Street will feature a toddler 
area aswell as a section for older 
children. Handicap accessible, it will 
feature separate swing areas for the 
different ages groups. 

Components will include decks, 
steering wheels, mirror panels, 
various slides, a cargo net, moving 
bridgeway and ladder, among other 


elements. é: Ft ae a aa 


bm 


Kegan, Morrow win 


the meantime, city crews continue | 
propriate Park Square Christmas tree w 


‘He said that it has been mo 


sal ‘“Morse-Majewski, executive director of Pittsfield Central, 
2 lights will remain on, night and day, for the entire 
way period. Because of the circuitry, they are not turned off 


n. Past years, the electricity is being donated -by Western 





ir search for an 
choice narrowed 


Il choose one of them today,” said Vincent J. Hebert, 
ret serintendent of parks, who is in charge of the search. 
re difficult to locate a suitable 
“Each one that looks good is in a tough location because of 
i al wires or other problems,” he said. 
id the tree will go up either Friday or early next week. 


Volunteers will assemble 
Kids Common Saturday 


A dream will become reality — 


The playground should be ready 
for limited use on Sunday, which is 
the rain date for installation. The 
facility will not be ready for use by 
daycare programs until after fencing 
is completed, probably next month. 

One unsettled issue is what will 
become of the old playground 
equipment at the Common. Several 
schools and neighborhoods have 
submitted requests forthe equipment 
but Virgilio said that the Parks 
Commission needed to evaluate the 
structural integrity before deciding 
if it can still be used. 

Funding for the effort — some 
$40,000 — came from donations, 
raffle tickets, a bottle drive, t-shirt 
sales and other events. 

For the installation, Dettinger 
Lumber is storing the equipment, 
County Auto Wreckers donated use 
of a roll-back truck and the Apkin 
family is providing a forklift. 
Students at Taconic High School are 


constructing four small roofs for high ; 


points onthestructure whilethe Kelly 
family has donated ground cover 
hardwood mulch. th - } q\ 


skating crowns 


Lynn Egan and Rob Morrow of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating 


Club won class championships at the 58th annual Eastern States Long 
Track Speed Skating Championships this past weekend at Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. 

Egan won the 500, 800, 1000. and 1500 meter events taking the senior 
women’s B division title. Morrow, a senior at Williams College, 
captured the senior men’s B championship, by taking the 1000, 1500 
and 3000 meter events, a second in the 800 and tying teammate John 
Miraglia in the 500. 

Karl Franz finished second in the senior men’s B class with firsts in 
the 500 and 800 and seconds in the 1000 and 1500. He wa sfourth in the 
3000 meters. 

Skating in the master men’s division, Bill Farry was second overall, 
thanks to a win in the 500 and third places in the 800 and 1000 along 
with fourths in the 1500 and 3000. In the senior women’s A division, 

‘ Mary Lou DiNicola was third overall. She won the 800 and 3000 meter 
WARD COUNCILORS races, was third in the 1500 and fourth in the 500. 
Ward 1 Jennifer Bernardo was fourth in the midget girls’ division, with 


remainder of the grant is slated 
for general renovations at Berk- 
shire Common, including improv- 
ing the lavatories and resurfacing 
the basketball court. 


DEBORAH L. DELLINGER 
16 Brookside Drive .. . 
Pittsfield 4 i, 9/¢ F 


Pittsfield Election Results 


Winners are listed in boldface. * denotes 
incumbent. ** denotes unopposed, 


MAYOR Paul M. Dowd 4 1,680 fourths in the 300, 500, 600 and 800 meter races. Kate Farry, competing 
Se nee | William; Rodriguez 853 | in the pony girls’ division was second overall, with third place finishes 
Pana aia a Ward 2 .in the 200, 300, 400 and 500 meter races. ti 
i an A Se a Timothy J. DiSilva 1,123 , 
CITY CLERK Sheila A. Polastri* 898 

Tacoueline MoSacchetti*® 49.789 Ward 3 
Jacqueline M. Sacchetti 12,783 Thomas E. Hickey dr. 4,851 

COUNCILOR AT LARGE (elect 4) -Y*#fey W. Hunt ees 1,085 
—_—— ar 
Gerald S. Doyle Jr.* 9,946 Ben J. Kaplan 1,683 
Joseph W. Ryan Jr. 9,753 Bernard J. Goclowski* 1,310 
Angelo C. Stracuzzl 9,238 Ward 5 

te S 

pele oo nae Uva Francis B. Marinaro 1,422 
Imelda C, LaMountain 7,062 Euaene J, Maselli 829 
Jon S. Marks 6,470 g ? 
John D. Amuso 5,709 Ward 6 
Richard H. Bentley 5,549 James M. Boyle 1,336 
sen Ue a Wilbert: Ns.Stockton:sr* 867 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE (elect 6) Ward 7 
Tee ae. Jvoseph:0; Guzzo 1,197 
George B. Crane* 12,113 : 
Angel G. Ramirez Jr.* 121 3 Charles L. Smith Jr. 1,077 
William J. Cameron SACS MR mR SU = A, TS CRTC ERT a 
Dorothy J. van den Honert* 10,610 BINDING REFERENDUM 
Carl E. Fillos 9,966 Civil Service police chief was approved! 
Thomas E. Uhl 9312 Yes: 8517 No: 6,406 
Robert W. Graham 9,176 


“tlle t. 
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Left and above: The work was hard and the hours long Saturday, but a group of volunteers 
assembled the new Kids Common playground. Formal dedication is Sunday at 1 p.m. with an 
opportunity for kids to leave their cement handprint by the playground. 


6G BDO OL Oi Bi LOD a 


Photos by Russ Potak 
and Jonathan Levine 


The Kids Common project began months ago with an idea and then a long series of fundraisers. 


Assembling the playground proved a bit much for Saturday, so a few finishing touches were put in 
place Sunday and throughout the week. 


Fencing expected next month 
will make the playground 
acceptable for day care use. 





Many companies and families donated to the playground effort 
making it a true community venture. 
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Northern exposure . Lda] op 


The Barbas family of Atlanta, Ga. takes time out the South. On the sled at Clapp Park are, from front, 
during visit to do something that’s extremely rare in Laura, Elizabeth, Jan and Paul Barbas. 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_A spruce for Park Square 13] 3) 41. 


A 30-foot blue spruce donated by Edward J. Florczyk of 211 Harryel St. is lifted into place by a crane in Park Square, Pittsfield, yesterday. It will be 
decorated.in time for Thursday’s traditional lighting and caroling ceremony at 7 p.m. 








PDecemcaer 49) S 
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Lighting the tree 


The Christmas tree donated by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Florezyk and sonnel was lighted at Park Square in Pittsfield 1 ; ! 
decorated by Civil Defense, Public Works and Parks Department per- was thrown a the donors’ "grandchildren, Mark d last night CF eth | 


JAXX ~ FY Sool iivrizzi/ Berkshire Eagle Sta 
A Park Square candlelight vigil to stimulate awareness of AIDS included Mayor-elect Edward M. Reilly, far prghhy / 





_- PITTSFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL CA ee 
ae : 7901 | es queen contest chief | 
ae FE Rs 1991 : . a a Noah fas sells the most buttons will receive 
: : ar = Peis ae ee uipe - a gift’ The queen and lady-in- 
¥ pee abs a wile waiting will also receive gifts. 
on, Pittsfielg. The sale of buttons. is a sepa- 
mmittee Chair. Tate. contest and has no bearing 
dpelski has'an- © the judging of the queen or 
ee lady-in-waiting, Wandrei said. 
(e taes ontest is open to single The contestant who accumulates 
_ Girls ages 17 to 21 who live, attend ‘he highest score during the 
_ | School or work in Pittsfield. Judging will become queen, and 
' Entraits must sell a minimum  ‘8¢ one with the second highest 
§ ey eM oe Carnival buttons 8¢Fe will be lady-in-waiting. , 
' 40 order to be eligible for judging Applications and contest rul 
hi Pal | » f eS 
Be ae ces of the queen’s may be obtained from Wandrei or 
-orong Feb. 7 at the Itam po the Department of Parks 
ier : and Recreation - at Springside 
| Comite eee a “Miss House. The deadline for filing 
CRECIUE RY the one. who applications is Dec. 18. 
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ee TOTAL: 185 days 
*Dismissal at noon O Days Off ——— Sept. 3 - Convocation Day 


Calendar includes 5 days for emergency weather conditions. 
If these days are not used, schools will close on June 18. 


paisa —— — —  — 


sen 


Workers battled dreary conditions Tuesday-night to put up and: 
test strands of Christmas lights on this vedi Park Square tree. 
f Ban GPE N 


Joel Libtizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stall 


3/6/41 


Trouble with traction a ; 
Some of their elders had less appreciation of and less fun with 


- ils from Notre Dame Middle School are having a r 
ae gr pagan at the Common park during noon recess. yesterday’s slick surfaces. 








Phone calls to ‘Nerth Pole’ set 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the 10th annual 
“North Pole” calling program, 
Volunteer Santas and operators 
again will make personal tele- 
phone calls to Pittsfield children. 

Forms are available at the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
office at 874 North St. and should 
be returned: today, according to 
an announcement from the de- 
partment. 

The program will be on Monday 
and Tuesday from 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
Information sheets have been 
sent home with children in kin- 
dergarten through 2nd grade. 


: rfid ia 
Learn-to-skate 


program offered 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
‘Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
conjunction with the Pittsfield 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation, will sponsor a learn-to- 
skate program during the 
Christmas school vacation. 

. The program, which is open to 
all Pittsfield children in Grades 
K-6, will begin on Thursday, Dec. 
26, and will run through Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. at the Pittsfield Boys and 
Girls Chub skating rink. 

Registration is limited to 60 
children and will be held tonight 
from 6:30 to 7:15 at the Pittsfield 
Parks Department office, 874 
North St. A fee of $10 includes 
four skating sessions. 

For more information, one may 
contact the Pittsfield Parks Speed 
Skating Club at 443-3466. 


Parents will be asked to list the 
child’s name, age, school, gifts 
requested, gifts he or she will 
receive, brothers, sisters, pets’ 
names and suggestions for possi- 


‘ble remarks. 


Volunteers will use the infor- ‘ 
mation to develop conversations 
with the children and help to 
discourage unrealistic expecta- 
tions, the announcement said. 

Berkshire County Savings Bank : 
has again offered the use of its 
telephones and volunteers from 
various agencies will donate their 
time. In 1990, more than 400 chil- 
dren received a telephone call 


from Santa. i) -{2- 9) 


Reilly wants a city solicitor 


Mayor-elect Edward M. Reilly’s nomination of 
Pittsfield Planning Board member Kathleen G. 
Alexander to serve as city solicitor is winning 
plaudits from those who are familiar with her 
work on the board and as a member of a North 
Adams firm, Freedman, DeRosa & Rondeau. 
Her appointment represents a step away from 
Mr. Reilly’s earlier consideration of the possi- 
bility of privatizing the solicitor’s office. But 

given the amount of legal work, especially civil- . 
service cases, that have piled up during the 1 
‘Wojtkowski administration, a full-time city so- t 
licitor probably makes sense now. Ja j. RY) )4 pt 


Soccer sportsmanship awards 
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Four Berkshire County high school soccer players were named 
winners of the sportsmanship awards given annually by the Berkshire 
County Soccer Officials Association. ; 

In boys’ soccer, Ant Danese of Pittsfield won the Al Bianchi award 
for sportsmanship in the Northern Division while Glenn Hoff of Lenox 
won the Al Vinatier award for sportsmanship in the Southern Division. 

The girls’ soccer awards went to Tammy Tobin of Lenox in the 
Northern Division and to Suzi Robinson of Hoosac Valley in the 
Southern Division. 

In addition, five people received Lifetime Achievement awards for 
their contributions to the officials association. Winners for 1991 were 
George Sylvester and Charles Kochenour, both of Williamstown, and 
John Marchesi, Ralph Gionet and Granville Pruyne, all of Pittsfield. 
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Peaslee to serve at Olympic trials 


Car] Peaslee of Pittsfield will serve as chief judge this weekend as 
Lake Placid, N.Y., is host to the U.S. Olympic short track speed skating 
trials. Peaslee, past president of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating 
Club, will be assisted by his wife, Patricia, who will serve as a 


recorder. la -t Pr Ti 


Santa phones 400 


PITTSFIELD — Santa Claus, the white-whiskered fellow in 
the red suit, conversed this week with more than 400 Pittsfield 
and Pittsfield-area children by telephone hookup from the 
North Pole, according to the Pittsfield Recreation Department. 

The department acts as coordinator of the calls, said Linda 
King, former recreation director who volunteered to organize 
the program again. It is the program’s 10th year. 

She said members or employees of the Retired Senior Volun- 
teer Program, Modern Mold & Tool Inc., the Pittsfield Rede- 
velopment Authority, the Recreation Department, ‘the Board of 
Park Commissioners and employees at City Hall contributed 51 
hours of volunteer time to the project. 

Calls are made to children from 2% to 12 years old whose 
parents fill out forms sent to schools in the city, said King. 
“Santa” calls the children and advises them to do such things 
as be helpful to their parents, pick-up their rooms and leave 
some cookies and milk for Santa when the time comes. He also 
hears requests for presents. Calls were made Monday and 
Tuesday between 4:30 and 8 p.m. Ja J 4 =o ’ 
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